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•'"• '• "- -• •WASHINGTON. 0. C. 20555 

.ole June 20, 1990 

7r. David P. Howekamp, Director 
Air and Toxics Division 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Region IX 
1235 Mission Street 
San Francisco, California 94103 

Dear Fr. Howekamp: 

SUBJECT: SUBPART I OF 40 CFR PART 61 AND RESEARCH REACTOR DECOMMISSIONING 

This is in reply to your letter of February 13, 1990 concerning the appli
cability of Subpart I of 40 CFR Part 61 to the Phase 11 Decommissioning of the 
University of California at Los Angeles Argonaut Research Reactor (UCLA) and 
the termination of license for the University of California at Santa Barbara 
L-77 Research Reactor (L-77).  

The NRC license for the L-77 reactor was terminated on November A7, 1989 (See 
54 FR 48703, November 24, 1989). Therefore, this formerly licensed research 
reactor is not subject to EPA's regulations in 40 CFR Part 61, Subpart 1, the 
effectiveness of which has been stayed until at least July 13, 1990 in any 
event.  

The UCLA reactor is currently under NRC license. The reactor was shutdown in 
January 1984 and all fuel was removed from the site in September 1985. In 
accordance with an NRC order dated July 28, 1989, the licensee is authorized 
to dismantle and decontaminate the facility. After completion of this work, 
the licensee will submit a final radiation survey which will be reviewed and 
verified by NRC. In accordance with applicable NRC regulations, the Commission 
will then determine, among other things, whether the final radiation survey and 
associated documentation demonstrate that the facility and site are suitable 
for release for unrestricted use and the NRC license can be terminated. If 
40 CFR Part 61, Subpart I becomes effective before license termination occurs, 
this facility will be subject to the subpart.  

Under the Commission's environmental regulations (10 CFR Part 51) which were 
approved by the Council on Environmental Quality, NRC is under no legal 
obligation to submit environmental assessments to EPA for comment before issuing 
findings of no significant impact based on those assessments.  
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If you have any questions concerning these actions, please contact Alexander 
Adans, Jr., of my staff at (301) 492-1127.  

Sincerely, 

Seymour H. Weiss, Director 
Non-Power Reactor, Decommissioning and 

Environmental Project Directorate 
Division of Reactor Projects - Ill, 

IV, V and Special Projects 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

cc: Ms. Vera Hannigan 
Director of Regional Operations 

and State Local Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street, S.W.  
Washington, D.C. 20460
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If you have any questions concerning these actions, please contact Alexander 
Adams, Jr., of my staff at (301) 492-1127.  

Sincerely, 

Original signed by: 

Seymour H. Weiss, Director 
Non-Power Reactor, Decommissioning and 

Environmental Project Directorate 
Division of Reactor Projects - III, 

IV, V and Special Projects 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

cc: Ms. Vera Hannigan 
Director of Regional Operations 

and State Local Relations 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street, S.W.  
Washington, D.C. 20460
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