
September 13, 2002

Mr. Michael M. Corletti, Deputy Project Manager
AP600 & AP1000 Projects
Westinghouse Electric Company
Post Office Box 355 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15230-0355

SUBJECT: AP1000 DESIGN CERTIFICATION REVIEW SCHEDULE  

Dear Mr. Corletti:  

I am writing in response to your letter dated August 14, 2002, in which you provided feedback
on the AP1000 certification review schedule as documented in my letter of July 12, 2002.  As
you know, the U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff is currently performing a
thorough review of the application material to ensure that the information is sufficiently
complete to enable the staff to reach a final conclusion on all safety questions associated with
the design before granting the AP1000 design certification.  We have already forwarded several
requests for additional information (RAIs) and have established a goal of issuing all RAIs (with
the possible exception of the RAIs associated with the safeguards and security portion of the
application as stated in my July 12, 2002, letter) to Westinghouse Electric Company
(Westinghouse) by September 30, 2002.  Meeting this goal will support the overall design
certification review schedule, as documented in my July 12, 2002, letter.  That letter listed
subsequent milestones and target dates for the AP1000 design certification, including response
to the RAIs by Westinghouse by December 2, 2002; issuance of the draft safety evaluation
report (DSER) by June 16, 2003; issuance of the final SER (FSER) by September 13, 2004;
issuance of the final design approval (FDA) by October 25, 2004; and completion of the design
certification rulemaking in December 2005.  

The NRC staff based its overall design certification review schedule on (1) the staff’s
knowledge of the AP600 and AP1000 designs, including the knowledge gained during the
pre-application review of the similarities and differences between the designs; (2) the staff’s
knowledge of the availability of additional information to be supplied by Westinghouse; (3) the
staff’s experience with the previous three design certification reviews; and (4) the available NRC
staff resources.  Although the pre-application review was limited in scope, the NRC staff agrees
that affirmative steps were taken during the pre-application review with respect to addressing
important fundamental issues (e.g., applicability of the AP600 test program and analysis codes
to the AP1000 design).  The NRC staff also agrees that efficiencies will be gained in the design
certification review because of the similarities between the AP1000 design and the AP600
design which the NRC staff certified in December 1999.  Nonetheless, the review will need to
focus on specific areas to ensure that the staff reaches a conclusion on all safety questions
associated with the design before granting the design certification.  The staff highlighted some
of these areas in my letter of July 12, 2002.  The staff is committed to performing the AP1000
design certification review as efficiently as possible, consistent with its primary goal of
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maintaining the health and safety of the public, and communicating effectively with all
stakeholders regarding its actions associated with the AP1000 design certification.         

In your letter to me dated August 14, 2002, you stated you support the target dates for RAI
issuance and response and DSER issuance.  You also propose several additional milestones
and target dates between the RAI and DSER issuance dates for the purpose of facilitating
resolution of any unresolved issues (i.e., potential open items [OIs] in the DSER) prior to
issuance of the DSER.  These interim milestones include (1) NRC providing a list of RAIs that
require further discussion by February 28, 2003; (2) NRC and Westinghouse holding meetings
to discuss the potential OIs in March 2003; and (3) Westinghouse providing revised RAI
responses by April 15, 2003.  Based on the assumption of achieving a DSER with no OIs, you
offered alternative target dates for the subsequent milestones for issuance of the FSER
(September 15, 2003), issuance of the FDA (October 24, 2003), and completion of the design
certification rulemaking (July 2004). 

At this early stage of the design certification review, we believe that any changes to the
established milestones and target dates should be based on successful completion of the
previous milestones.  This philosophy is reflected in my July 12, 2002, letter which  discussed
possible improvements in the time necessary to issue the FSER.  The staff understands your
desire to achieve an aggressive set of milestones supporting a DSER with zero OIs.  Our timely
issuance of the RAIs and your submission of high quality and timely RAI responses will go far in
reaching that goal.  We believe that early notification of those RAI responses that the staff feels
were not adequately addressed may facilitate resolution of potential DSER OIs.  Therefore, we
agree to provide a list of such RAIs to Westinghouse by February 28, 2003.  

With respect to holding meetings to discuss any unresolved RAI questions and Westinghouse
submitting revised RAI responses by April 15, 2003, we believe that interactions in public
meetings in which relevant and new information is discussed (and then docketed in a timely
manner) may facilitate resolution of these issues.  The NRC staff is open to such interactions
and will make all reasonable efforts to accommodate requests for meetings and incorporate
additional information consistent with the primary task of issuing the DSER by June 16, 2003. 
However, if potential DSER OIs are complex in scope and/or are numerous, there may exist
competition for the staff’s time among the tasks of attending public meetings, reviewing and
incorporating additional information, and writing the DSER.  If that situation arises, the staff may
not be available for additional public meetings and/or may not be able to incorporate additional
information into the DSER. 

Regarding the proposed target dates for issuance of the FSER, FDA, and completion of the
design certification rulemaking, I feel that it is premature to provide any additional discussion of
possible revisions to target dates beyond the DSER issuance date.  Consistent with our
philosophy of building on successes achieved, we will reevaluate the schedule at the DSER
stage to determine the feasibility and appropriateness of modifying the schedule beyond the
DSER issuance stage.   

With respect to the review of the AP1000 design certification application by the Advisory
Committee on Reactor Safeguards (ACRS), the NRC staff and Westinghouse are scheduled to
meet with the ACRS throughout the duration of the review.  Unfortunately, the September 2002
ACRS meeting agenda has already been filled.  The NRC staff has coordinated with the ACRS
staff to schedule meetings in October, November, and December 2002 (as well as throughout
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next year), to discuss various aspects of the AP1000 review with several ACRS subcommittees. 

We will continue to engage the ACRS to facilitate completion of the design certification on
schedule.

The NRC staff will continue to assess issues that may affect the schedule of the AP1000 design
certification review and will communicate these issues to you.  If you have any questions or
comments concerning this matter, you may contact Mr. Lawrence J. Burkhart, the NRC’s
AP1000 Project Manager, at (301) 415-3053 or ljb@nrc.gov. 

Sincerely,

/RA/

James E. Lyons, Director
New Reactor Licensing Project Office
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket No. 52-006

cc:  See next page
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