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South Texas Project 
Units 1 and 2 

Docket Nos. STN 50-498, STN 50-499 
Technical Specification Bases Changes 

South Texas Project Technical Specification Bases page B 3-2b is attached for your 
information and for updating the NRC copy of the Technical Specifications. Changes on the 
attached page provide clarification regarding the appropriate LCO Required Action for an 
inoperable slave relay.  

If there are any questions regarding these changes, please contact me at (361) 972-7136.  

Scott M. Head 
Manager, Licensing 
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INSTRUMENTATION 

BASES 

REACTOR TRIP SYSTEM and ENGINEERED SAFETY FEATURES ACTUATION SYSTEM 
INSTRUMENTATION (Continued) 

When control rods are at the top or above the active fuel region (>_ step 259), they are no 
longer capable of adding positive reactivity to the core, and as such, they are not capable of rod 
withdrawal as intended by MODE 5*. Therefore, ACTION 10 on Table 3.3-1 is not applicable in this 
region. This allows the Reactor Trip Breakers to be closed, without meeting the requirements of 
MODE 5% while unlocking and stepping the control rods to a position no lower than 259. (CR 97
908-17) 

Several ACTIONS in Tables 3.3-1 and 3.3-3 have been revised to change the allowed 
outage times and bypass test times in accordance with WCAP-1 0271 and WCAP-1 4333.  
Additionally, some ACTIONS have been divided such that only certain requirements apply 
depending on whether the Functional Units have been modified with installed bypass test capability.  

Regardless of whether the Functional Units have installed bypass test capability, it should be 
noted that in certain situations, the ACTIONS permit continued operation (for limited periods of time) 
with less than the minimum number of channels specified in Tables 3.3-1 and 3.3-3. For example, 
Table 3.3-1 Functional Unit 11 (Pressurizer Pressure - High) requires a minimum of 3 channels 
operable. However, since continued operation with an inoperable channel is permitted beyond 72 
hours, provided the inoperable channel is placed in trip, and since periodic surveillance testing of the 
other channels must continue to be performed, ACTION 6 permits a channel to be placed in bypass 
for up to 12 hours to permit testing. Thus, for a limited period of time (12 hours), 2 channels, or one 
less than the minimum, would be permitted to be inoperable.  

Actuation relays consist of slave relays, including the relay contacts for actuating the ESF 
equipment. If a slave relay becomes inoperable for a particular component(s), then the associated 
component(s) LCO Required Action should be entered. If an entire train of slave relays for a 
functional unit becomes inoperable, then the Required Action for the functional unit actuation train 
should be entered. (CR 00-13604-7) 

ACTION 27 for an inoperable channel of control room ventilation requires the associated 
train of control room ventilation to be declared inoperable and the appropriate action take in 
accordance with Specification 3.7.7. Each control room ventilation system (train) is actuated by its 
own instrumentation channel. Consequently an inoperable channel of ventilation actuation 
instrumentation renders that system/train of ventilation inoperable and Specification 3.7.7 prescribes 
the appropriate action.  

With less than the minimum channels of Control Room Intake Air Radioactivity - High, 
ACTION 28 of Table 3.3-3 requires the Control Room Makeup and Cleanup Filtration System to be 
operated at 100% capacity in the recirculation and filtration mode. Any two of the three 50% Control 
Room Makeup and Cleanup Filtration System trains meet the 100% capacity requirement.  
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