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Vice President and General Counsel RDeYoung 

77 Beale Street HDenton 
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TAbernathy, TIC 

Arosenthal, ASLAB 

Yore, ASLBP 
ACRS (16)

Gentlemen: 

SUBJECT: DIABLO CANYON NUCLEAR POWER PLANT, UNITS 1 AND 2 
EXTENSION OF CONSTRUCTION PERMIT COMPLETION DATES 

In response to your requests of November 11, 1976, May 10, 1977, and 
December 16, 1977, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission has issued an 
Order extending the construction completion dates for the Diablo 
Canyon Nuclear Power Plant, Units 1 and 2. In lieu of the latest 
completion dates of January 1, 1977 and July 31, 1977, as specified 
previously in Construction Permit Nos. CPPR-39 and CPPR-69, for Units 1 

and 2 respectively, the latest completion dates have been extended 
to September 30, 1978 for Unit 1 and December 31, 1978 for Unit 2.  

A copy of the Order and the staff evaluation are enclosed for your 
information. The Order has been transmitted to the Office of the 
Federal Register for publication.  

Sincerely, 
Or01-iol Signed by.  
John F. Stolz 

John F. Stolz, Chief 
Light Water Reactors Branch No. I 
Division of Project Management

Enclosures: 
1. Order Extending Construction 

Permit Completion Dates 
2. Staff Evaluation 

cc: See Page 2
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Pacific Gas and Electric Company

cc: Philip A. Crane, Jr., Esq.  
Pacific Gas & Electric Company 
77 Beale Street 
San Francisco, California 94106 

Janice E. Kerr, Esq.  
California Public Utilities Commission 
350 McAllister Street 
San Francisco, California 94102 

Mr. Frederick Elssler, President 
Scenic Shoreline Preservation 

Conference, Inc.  
4623 More Mesa Drive 
Santa Barbara, California 93105 

Ms. Elizabeth E. Apfelberg 
1415 Cazadero 
San Luis Obispo, California 93401 

Ms. Sandra A. Silver 
Mr. Gordon A. Silver 
425 Luneta Drive 
San Luis Obispo, California 93401 

Paul C. Valentine, Esq.  
321 Lytton Avenue 
Palo Alto, California 94302 

Yale I. Jones, Esq.  
19th Floor 
100 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, California 94102 

Mr. R. C. Martin 
California Division of Mines 

and Geology 
107 South Broadway, Room 1065 
Los Angeles, California 90012
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Pacific Gas and Electric Company

cc Continued: 

Ms. Raye Fleming 
1746 Chorro Street 
San Luis Obispo, California 93401 

Brent Rushforth, Esq 
Center for Law in the Public Interest 
10203, Santa Monica Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90067 

Arthur Gehr, Esq.  
Snell & Wilmer 
3100 Valley Center 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Mr. James 0. Schuyler, Project 
Engineer 

Pacific Gas & Electric Company 
77 Beale Street 
San Francisco, California 94106 

Bruce Norton, Esq.  
3216 North 3rd Street 
Suite 202 
Phoenix, Arizona 85012 

Mr. W. C, Ganlgoff 
Westinghouse Electric Corporation 
P. 0. Box 355 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15230 

Dr. Thomas J. Hirons 
Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory 
Group TD-6, MS 226 
P. 0. Box 1663 
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87545 

Michael R. Klein, Esq.  
Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering 
1666 K Street, N. W.  
Washington, D. C. 20006 

David F. Flelschaker, Esq.  
1025 15th Street, N. W.  
5th Floor 
Washington, D. C. 20005
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UNIIED STATES IUCLEAR RFGLATORY COMMISSION

PACIFIC GA. AND ELECTRICCOMPANY 

DIABLO CANYON NUCLEAR POWER PWAN, UNI'IS I AND 2 

OCM NOS. 50-2_75m AN 5-323 

ORDER EXTEING CONSTRUCTION COMPLETION DATES 

Pacific Gas and Electric Coipay is the holder of Construction 

Permit Nos. CPPR-39 and CPPR-69 issued by the Atomic Energy Commission* 

on April 23,1968 and December 9, 1970, respectively, for construction 

of the Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant, Units I and 2, presently 

under construction at the Company's site in San Luis Obispo County, 

California.  

On November 11, 1976, Pacific Gas and Electric Company filed a 

request for an extension of the completion date for Unit 1. On May 10, 

1977, Pacific Gas and Electric Company filed an additional request for 

further extension of the completion date for Unit I as well as for an 

extension of the completion date for Unit 2. On Decerber 16, 1977, 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company filed a third request for further 

extension of the completion dates for Units 1 and 2.  

On May 11, 1976 and September 10, 1976, the Coimnission's staff 

published Supplements 4 and 5 to the Safety Evaluation Report for the 

Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant documenting the need for a reevaluation 

of the plant's seismic capabilities, the criteria to be used in the 

reevaluation and the staff's request that Pacific Gas and Electric 

Company perform such a reevaluation. Additional time is required to 

FIE ulatory Coiam ssion and Pe 'nits in effect on that day were continuk under 
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permit Pacific Gas and Electric Company to evaluate the plant's 

seismic capabilities, for the Commission to review and evaluate 

the Company's work, and to conclude the licensing process.  

This action involves no significant hazardsc6nsideration; 

good cause has been shown for the delays; an environmental 

statement, negative declaration or environmental irqat appraisal 

need not be prepared in connection with the extension; and 

the requested extension is for a reasonable period, the bases for 

which are set forth in a staff evaluation dated FEB 01 1978 

For further details with respect to this action, see (1) the 

arplicant's requests for extension of the construction permit 

completion dates dated November 11, 1976, May 10, 1977, and 

December 16, 1977 and (2) the staff's related evaluation, all 

of which are available for public inspection at the Comission's 

Public Document Room, 1717 H Street, N. W., Washington, D. C., 

20555 and at the Local Public Document Room located in San Luis 

Obispo County Free Library, P. 0. Box X, San Luis Obispo, California, 

93406.
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IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the latest completion date for CPPR-39 

is extended from January 1, 1977 to September 30, 1978 for Unit 1 and the 

latest completion date for CPPR-69 is extended from July 31, 1977 to 

December 31, 1978 for Unit 2.  

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
Original sipud by 
D0. Vamsl 

D. B. Vassallo, Assistant Director 
for Light Water Reactors 

Division of Project Management 

FEB 0 1 1978 Date of Issuance.
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EVALUATION OF REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF THE' CONSTRUCTION PERMIT 

COMPLETION DATES FOR THE DIABLO CANYON NUCLEAR PLANT, UNITS I AND 2 

I ntroducti on 

On November 11, 1976, Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) filed a 
request for an extension of the completion date for the construction 
permit of the Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant, Unit I, from January 1, 1977 
to July 1, 1977. On May 10, 1977, PG&E filed a request for a further 
extension of the completion date for the construction permit for the 
Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant, Unit 1 to February 1, 1978. In the 
same request, dated May 10, 1977, PG&E also requested an extension 
of the completion date for the construction permit for the Diablo Canyon 
Nuclear Power Plant, Unit 2, from July 31, 1977 to June 30, 1978. On 
December 16, 1977, PG&E filed a request for further extension of the 
completion dates for the construction permits for Unit 1 and Unit 2 to 
September 30, 1978 and December 31, 1978, respectively. In the requests 
for extensions, PG&E stated that additional time would be required to 
reevaluate the plant's seismic capability and to complete the licensing 
process.  

Discussion 

The construction permit for Unit 1, CPPR-39, was issued on April 23, 
1968, and was last modified by the Commission's Order dated July 6, 
1976, which extended the latest completion date to January 1, 1977.  
The construction permit for Unit 2, CPPR-69, was issued on December 9, 
1970, and was last modified by the Commission's Order dated February 25, 
1976, which extended the latest completion date to July 31, 1977.  

PG&E stated in its requests that the extensions were necessary because 
of the addtional time required to reevaluate the plant's seismic capability 
and to complete the licensing process.  

On May 11, 1976 and September 10, 1976, the Commission's staff published 
Supplements 4 and 5 to the Safety Evaluation Report for the Diablo Canyon 
Nuclear Power Plant. These supplements documented the need for a 
reevaluation of the plant's seismic capability, the criteria to be used 
in the reevaluation and the staff's request that PG&E perform such a 
reeval uati on.  

The Commission's staff is following the progress of PG&Es reevaluation.  
Most of the reevaluation has been completed and is currently being evaluated 
by the staff. Some reevaluation work remains to be completed by PG&E and 
the staff expects this work to be completed and submitted for staff review 
in tqe near 'future. I ue reevat qaWTI on must a I so be revieweld/y tV e Adi-isqry 

Si• tI"e. o n.React. r ............ . d . .... .. r I" .y....the..... .m.  
.UR.LiViVnsing Board at Ipublic heari rgs before the Ilicensing. pro~ess can be cjmpleted.  
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Accordingly, PG&E has requested an extension of the latest completion date 

in CPPR-39 for Unit I to September 30, 1978 and in CPPR-69 for Unit 2 to 

December 31, 1978.  

Conclusion 

The Commission's staff has reviewed the information provided in the 

applicant's submittal, and we conclude that the factors discussed 

above are reasonable and constitute good cause for delay; and the 

extension of construction of Unit 1 for 21 months and of Unit 2 for 

17 months is justifiable.  

As a result of the staff's review of the Final Safety Analysis Report 

to date, and considering the nature of the delays, we have identified 

no area of significant safety considerations in connection with the 

extension of the construction permit completion dates for the Diablo 

Canyon Nuclear Power Plant, Units 1 and 2.  

The assessment of potential environmental impacts associated with site 

preparation and the construction of Units 1 and 2 of the Diablo Canyon 

Nuclear Power Plant were addressed in the Final Environmental Statement 

(FES) issued in May 1973. Since the construction of Unit No. 1 is 

essentially complete, and construction of Unit 2 is approximately 92% 

complete, essentially all construction impacts have occurred. The 

continuation of a construction work force on site for an additional 

17 months is not expected to have any increased impact on the local 

environment or the nearby communities. The staff has determined that 

the extension of time for completion of work shown in Construction Permit 

No. CPPR-39 from January 1. 1977 to September 30, 1978 and in CPPR-69 

from July 31, 1977 to December 31, 1978, is an administrative action 

since it does not alter impacts described in the FES or create new 

impacts not previously addressed in the statement. Having made this 

determination, the Commission has concluded, pursuant to 10 CFR Part 

51,5(d)(4), that an environmental statement, negative declaration or 

environmental impact appraisal need not be prepared in connection with 

the issuance of this extension of time.  

The staff finds that this action does not involve a significant hazards 
consideration, that good cause exists for the issuance of an Order 

extending the completion dates, and that an environmental statement, 

negative declaration or environmental impact appraisal need not be 

prepared in connection with the issuance of such order.
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Accordingly, issuance of an Order 
for construction of Diablo Canyon 
September 30, 1978 and of Unit 2, 
1978, is reasonable and should be

Dated;' 
/ 

/ 
/

F

extending the latest completion dates 
Unit 1, as set forth in CPPR-39, to 
as set forth in CPPR-69, to December 31, 
authorized.  

D. P. Allison, Project Manager 
Light Water Reactors Branch No. 1 
Division of Project Management 

John F. Stolz, Chief 
Light Water Reactors Branch No. I 
Division of Project Management

EB 0 1 '278
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