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August 1, 2002

Dr. Richard A. Meserve, Chairman 

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

Location: OWFN 

Mailstop: 16Cl 

Washington, D.C. 20555 

Re: Yucca Mountain 

Dear Dr. Meserve, 

I have sent the following to both Drs. Michael 

Corradini (NWTRB) and George Hornberger 

ACNW). I send it to you as a courtesy.  

I am concerned that gamma ray radiolysis on 

waste package surfaces will cause the water 

film on said surfaces to become acidified by 

fixation of nitrodgen into nitric acid creating a low 

pH condition (2.0 o less) and subsequent 

localized corrosion of waste packages.  

I asked how long will a waste package keep its 

contents sealed in such a low pH environment.  

Sincerely, Co eg2S> 
Ron Bourgoin 

Edgecombe Community Collegi 

225 Tarboro St., Rocky Mount, N.C. 27801


