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From: "Robert L Gill Jr" <rlgill@duke-energy.com> 
To: <RLF2@nrc.gov> 
Date: 6/17/02 6:04PM 
Subject: GSI 168 words 

Rani, these words are offered to address the GSI-168 issue the staff 
identified today.  

GSI 168 - Environmental Qualification of Electrical Components 
As discussed in SECY-93-049, the staff reviewed significant license renewal 
issues and found that several were related to environmental qualification 
(EQ). A key aspect of these issues was whether the licensing bases should 
be reassessed or enhanced in connection with license renewal, and whether 
this reassessment should be extended to the current license term. In late 
1993, the Commissioners instructed the staff that the current EQ licensing 
basis must be used in the license renewal period and that any EQ concerns 
identified by the staff during the review of EQ for license renewal should 
be evaluated for the effect on current licenses, independent of license 
renewal.  

The NRC Staffs EQ Task Action Plan (EQ-TAP) was initiated to address the 
adequacy of current EQ practices. Upon completion of the EQ-TAP review, 
the focus of Staff concerns was limited to issues related to the adequacy 
of accelerated aging practices in existing qualifications, and the lack of 
a "feedback mechanism" in EQ programs (i.e., programmatic requirements to 
determine the current condition of EQ equipment so that it can be evaluated 
against the assumptions and parameters for qualification). The EQ-TAP was 
subsequently closed and six remaining open issues were incorporated into 
GSI 168 for management tracking purposes. The EQ-TAP review did not 
identify any generic safety issues related to these six open issues.  

NRC guidance for addressing GSI 168 for license renewal is contained in a 
June 1998 letter to NEI. In this letter, the NRC states: 

"With respect to addressing GSI 168 for license renewal, until 
completion of an ongoing research program and staff evaluations, the 
potential issues associated with GSI 168 and their scope have not been 
defined to the point that a license renewal applicant can reasonably 
be expected to address them at this time. Therefore, an acceptable 
approach described in the SOC is to provide a technical rationale 
demonstrating that the current licensing basis for EQ pursuant to 10 
CFR 50.49 will be maintained in the period of extended operation.  
Although the SOC also indicates that an applicant should provide a 
brief description of one or more reasonable options that would be 
available to adequately manage the effects of aging, the staff does 
not expect an applicant to provide the options at this time." 

Environmental qualification evaluations of electrical equipment are 
identified as time-limited aging analyses for McGuire and Catawba. The 
McGuire and Catawba EQ program evaluations contained in Section 4.4 of the 
Application are considered to be the technical rationale that the current 
licensing basis will be maintained during the period of extended operation.  
Consistent with the above NRC guidance, no additional information is 
required to address GSI 168 in a renewal application at this time.
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