
August 1, 2002

Mr. Joseph Ziegler, Assistant Manager
Licensing and Regulatory Compliance
U.S. Department of Energy
Yucca Mountain Site Characterization Office
P.O. Box 30307
North Las Vegas, NV 89036-0307

SUBJECT:  OPEN ITEM TRACKING SYSTEM REPORT

Dear Mr. Ziegler:

The staff of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has compiled an Open Item
Tracking System (OITS) Report on certain objections, comments, and questions raised to the
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) by NRC staff during the period 1989 to 1995 on Yucca
Mountain Project activities.  OITS contains items from four sources - NRC staff’s Site
Characterization Analysis [“NRC Staff Site Characterization Analysis of the Department of
Energy’s Site Characterization Plan, Yucca Mountain Site, Nevada, “ NUREG-1347, 1989];
comments from NRC reviews of DOE’s Study Plans (1990 to 1995); NRC reviews of DOE’s
Annotated Outline of the License Application (April 1992 to Nov. 1993); and NRC evaluation of
DOE’s Quality Assurance program through 1995.  The last open item addition to OITS was
made in November 1995.  

In 1995, the NRC started using 9 Key Technical Issues (KTIs) and Issue Resolution Status
Reports (IRSRs) to track NRC post-closure issues related to Yucca Mountain Project.  When
the KTIs were introduced, it was decided that the OITS would no longer be the vehicle for
tracking DOE open items.  However, it was considered that as a historical record of how these
older open items were disposed of, OITS would be maintained until all the open items could be
closed in one of several ways.  As explained below, that is now the case.  The final OITS
showing closure of the open items and the rationales for that status, is attached for your
information.  

Three bases have been used in closing the open items in OITS: (1) NRC has documented in
correspondence to DOE or in summaries of publicly held NRC/DOE meetings the closure of
specific open items and the rationale for closure; (2) changes in DOE’s repository design, waste
package design, site characterization plans and activities, or performance assessment
approaches and evaluations, have rendered the original open item irrelevant to the current DOE
program; or (3) a few original open items which are still unresolved have been subsumed into
NRC/DOE agreements or KTI issues and subissues which are being tracked in a newer
tracking system, still under development by the staff.  Every open item in the historical OITS
has been closed per one of these bases, and the basis is stated in OITS for each closure.  The
status of each of the open items appearing in OITS has been reported on as well in the periodic
Issue Resolution Status Reports (IRSRs) issued by the NRC staff.  These IRSRs encompass



considerable information about the status of each KTI; one component of each IRSR is the
status of the open items in OITS.

The purpose of sending you the OITS report is to document the closure of the items in this
report.  If you have any questions about this letter or the enclosed draft report, please call Kien
Chang of my staff at (301) 415-6612 or via internet mail service (kcc@nrc.gov).

Sincerely,
/RA/

Janet Schlueter, Chief
High-Level Waste Branch
Division of Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
  and Safeguards

Enclosure: Open Tracking Systems Report, August 8, 2002

cc: See attached distribution list
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Letter to Joseph Ziegler from Janet Schlueter dated: August 1, 2002

cc:
R. Loux, State of Nevada R. Massey, Lander County, NV

S. Frishman, State of Nevada L. Stark, Lincoln County, NV

M. Chu, DOE/Washington, DC M. Baughman, Lincoln County, NV

C. Einberg, DOE/Washington, DC A. Funk, Mineral County, NV

S. Gomberg, DOE/Washington, DC L. Bradshaw, Nye County, NV

N. Slater, DOE/Washington, DC M. Murphy, Nye County, NV

C. Newbury, YMPO D. Chavez, Nye County, NV

R. Dyer, YMPO D. Weigel, GAO

J. Ziegler, YMPO W. Barnard, NWTRB

R. Murthy, YMPO R. Holden, NCAI

S. Mellington, YMPO A. Collins, NIEC

C. Hanlon, YMPO R. Arnold, Pahrump Paiute Tribe

T. Gunter, YMPO J. Larson, White Pine County

K. Hess, BSC R. Clark, EPA

D. Krisha, BSC F. Marcinowski, EPA

S. Cereghin, BSC R. Anderson, NEI

N. Williams, BSC R. McCullum, NEI

M. Voegele, BSC/SAIC S. Kraft, NEI

D. Beckman, BSC/B&A J. Kessler, EPRI

B. Price, Nevada Legislative Committee D. Duncan, USGS

J. Meder, Nevada Legislative Counsel Bureau R. Craig, USGS

W. Briggs, Ross, Dixon & Bell W. Booth, Engineering Svcs, LTD

E. von Tiesenhausen, Clark County, NV L. Lehman, T-REG, Inc

A. Kalt, Churchill County, NV S. Echols, ECG

G. McCorkell, Esmeralda County, NV N. Rice, NV Congressional Delegation

L. Fiorenzi, Eureka County, NV T. Story, NV Congressional Delegation

A. Johnson, Eureka County, NV J. Reynoldson, NV Congressional Delegation

A. Remus, Inyo County, CA S. Joya, NV Congressional Delegation

M. Yarbro, Lander County, NV J. Pegues, City of Las Vegas, NV



I. Zabarte, W.S.N.C. R. Bahe, Benton Paiute Indian Tribe

C. Anderson, Las Vegas Paiute Tribe C. Bradley, Kaibab Band of Southern Paiutes

J. Birchim, Yomba Shoshone Tribe R. Joseph, Lone Pine Paiute-Shoshone Tribe

L. Jackson, Timbisha Shoshone Tribe L. Tom, Paiute Indian Tribes of Utah

C. Meyers, Moapa Paiute Indian Tribe E. Smith, Chemehuevi Indian Tribe

V. Miller, Fort Independence Indian Tribe J. Charles, Ely Shoshone Tribe

A. Bacock, Big Pine Paiute Tribe of
   the Owens Valley

D. Crawford, Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada

R. Quintero, Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada
(Chairman, Walker River Paiute Tribe)

H. Blackeye, Jr., Duckwater Shoshone Tribe

M. Bengochia, Bishop Paiute Indian Tribe D. Eddy, Jr. Colorado River Indian Tribes

J. Egan, Egan & Associates, PLLC G. Runkle, DOE, Washington, DC

J. Leeds, Las Vegas Indian Center W. Briggs, Ross, Dixon & Bell

K. Tilges, Citizen Alert H. Jackson, Public Citizen

J. Triechel, Nuclear Waste Task Force


