August 14, 2002

Mr. David A. Lochbaum

Union of Concerned Scientists
1707 H Street, NW, Suite 600
Washington DC 20006-3919

Dear Mr. Lochbaum:

The NRC staff is in receipt of several letters you have recently sent addressed to individual
senior staff. These letters are dated June 12, 2002, July 3 and July 15, 2002. The primary
thrust of these letters is to bring to the staff's attention numerous questions raised by the Union
of Concerned Scientists. Included in these letters were a number of questions relating to the
Davis-Besse reactor pressure vessel head degradation.

It is the staff’s position that questions, such as those raised, would be best addressed in the
course of the staff's on-going efforts associated with the oversight of Davis-Besse. As such,
many if not all of the questions raised will be subsumed within our on-going activities. Thus as
NRR and Region Ill complete activities, our documentation of these will provide a vehicle to
address questions such as many of those raised by Union of Concerned Scientists. | trust you
will find your concerns addressed within our existing processes.

Should questions exist regarding our efforts please contact me at (301) 415-1270.
Sincerely,
IRA/

Samuel J. Collins, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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