
July 9, 2002

Mr. Peter E. Katz
Vice President - Nuclear Energy
Constellation Nuclear
Calvert Cliffs Nuclear Power Plant, Inc.
1650 Calvert Cliffs Parkway
Lusby, MD 20657-4702

SUBJECT: FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY (FEMA) REPLY TO NRC
LETTER PERTAINING TO THE BACKUP ALERT AND NOTIFICATION
SYSTEM (ROUTE ALERTING)

Dear Mr. Katz:

Enclosed is a letter from Ms. Vanessa E. Quinn, Chief, Radiological Emergency Preparedness
Branch, FEMA Headquarters, dated May 15, 2002, transmitting FEMA’s response to a question
related to the backup route alerting system that was transmitted to Ms. Kathy Halvey Gibson,
Chief, Emergency Preparedness and Health Physics Section, Operator Licensing, Human
Performance, and Plant Support Branch, Division of Inspection Program Management, Office of
Nuclear Regulatory Regulation.   

Following an Alert and Notification System test conducted in November, 2001, you discovered
that all 49 sirens in Calvert County failed to activate (Event Notification No. 38466, dated
November 5, 2001).  A subsequent investigation by your staff found that the reason for this was
the computer icon used to activate the sirens at the Calvert County 911 Center was deleted in
August, 2001.  Questions arose as to whether the alternative method of alerting the public
(route alerting) available during this period of time was adequate to ensure appropriate
notification and instruction in accordance with existing procedures.  We relayed this question to
FEMA to help us understand the significance of this issue.  

We are providing the enclosed FEMA response letter for your information.  We will be
contacting your staff during the Emergency Preparedness program inspection the week of July
15, 2002 for your latest  assessment of the significance of this event.

If you have any questions concerning this enclosure, please contact Nancy McNamara at (610)
337-5337.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Richard J. Conte, Chief
Operational Safety Branch
Division of Reactor Safety
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Docket Nos. 50-317, 50-318
License Nos. DPR-63, DPR-59

Enclosure: May 15, 2002, FEMA Letter to NRC

cc w/encl:
M. Geckle, Director, Nuclear Regulatory Matters (CCNPPI)
R. McLean, Administrator, Nuclear Evaluations
K. Burger, Esquire, Maryland People’s Counsel
R. Ochs, Maryland Safe Energy Coalition
J. Petro, Constellation Power Source
State of Maryland (2)
FEMA, Region III
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Distribution w/encl:
Region I Docket Room (with concurrences)
D. Beaulieu, SRI - NRC Resident Inspector
H. Miller, RA
J. Wiggins, DRA
H. Nieh, RI EDO Coordinator
S. Richards, NRR (ridsnrrdlpmlpdi)
D. Skay, PM, NRR
P. Tam, PM, NRR (Backup)
M. Evans, DRP
N. Perry, DRP
P. Torres, DRP
R. Junod, DRP
K. Gibson, NRR
P. Milligan, NRR
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