
July 5, 2002

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE -- PNO-III-02-030

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE safety or public
interest significance.  The information is as initially received without verification or evaluation,
and is basically all that is known by the Region III staff on this date.

Facility
Dresden 2, 3
Exelon Nuclear Generation Co.
Morris IL
Docket: 50-237, 50-249

Licensee Emergency Classification
      Notification of Unusual Event
      Alert 
      Site Area Emergency
      General Emergency
   x  Not Applicable                 

SUBJECT: GRANTING OF NOTICE OF ENFORCEMENT DISCRETION (NOED) TO
54 LICENSED OPERATORS FOR FAILURE TO TAKE A COMPREHENSIVE
REQUALIFICATION WRITTEN EXAMINATION

DESCRIPTION: 

On July 1, 2002, the facility licensee reported that 54 out of 64 licensed Reactor Operators and
Senior Reactor Operators had not taken a comprehensive requalification written examination,
as required per 10 CFR 55.59, within a 24-month period.  The comprehensive requalification
written examination had previously been administered to the operators in January and
February 2000.  This problem was discovered by the facility licensee during a review of
requalification training documents for one shift crew.

On July 3, 2002, the NRC Region III office in Lisle, Illinois, verbally granted a Notice Of
Enforcement Discretion from the licensee condition specified in 10 CFR 55.53 (h), which
requires completion of an operator requalification program in accordance with 10 CFR 55.59, to
54 licensed operators of the Dresden Station.  The facility licensee has also requested an
exemption from 10 CFR 55.59 (c), which requires requalification examinations be completed
within two years, to extend the requalification period to approximately 30 months, allowing time
for the administration of the examinations to all affected operators.

The facility licensee has begun administering the requalification examinations to the operators.  
As part of the NOED, the facility licensee committed to administer the comprehensive
requalification written examination to 45 operators by July 17, 2002.  The remaining nine
operators will be tested by August 2, 2002, before they are scheduled to resume licensed
activities.

Region III (Chicago) and the resident inspectors are continuing to monitor plant activities.  Both
units are operating routinely at full power.



The State of Illinois will be notified.  The information in this preliminary notification has been
reviewed with licensee management.

This information is current as of 10 a.m. on July 5, 2002.
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