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In response to your request of November 5, 1973, the Atomic Energy
Conmission has issued the enclosed order extending the completion
date specified in Provisiomal Construction Permit Ho. CPPR-70 for
construction of the Dusne Armeld Energy Center. The latest comple~
tion date has been extended to Marchl, 1974. An evaluation of your
request for an extension of comstruction completion dste for the
Duane Arnold Energy Center signed by G. F. Ouwsley and W. R. Butler
setting forth the bases for this action is enclosed for your infor-
mation, '

Gentlemen:

This Order will be published in the Federal Register.

Sincerely,

Richard C. De g, Assistant Director

for Light Water Reactors Group 1
Directorate of Licemsing

Enclosures:
1. Order Extending Completion Date DPcc: H. J. McAlduff, ORO
2. Evaluation J. R. Buchanan, ORNL
T. B. Abernathy, DTIE
cc: Jack R. Newman, Esq. A. Rosenthal, ASLAB
Harold F. Reis, Esq. ‘ N. H. Goodrich, ASLBP
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1625 Connecticut Avenue, H.W.
Wwashington, D. C. 20036
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10WA ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER COMPANY

CENTRAL IOWA POWER COQPERATIVE

CORN BELT POWER COOPERATIVE

DUANE ARNOLD ENERGY CENTER )

DOCKET NO. 50-331

ORDER EXTENDING CONSTRUCTION COMPLETION DATE

Towa Electric Light and Power Compaﬁy, Central Iowa Power Cooperative
and Corn Belt Power Cooperative are the holders of Provisional Construc-
tion Permit CPPR-70 issued by the Commission on June 22, 1570, for
construction of the Duane Arnold Energy Center, which is presently

-

under construction at the applicants' site near Palo, Linn Count Towa.
PP Py VES

on November 5, 1973, Iowa-Eleqtric Light and Power Company, acting on
behalf of itself and as representativevfor Central Iowa Power Cooperative
and Corn Belt Power Cooperative, filed a request for an extension of the
coﬁpletion date of the Duane Arnold Energy Center’because construction
has been delayed by the following faétors: (A) Increased Project Scope
to cover additional design features including (l)Aan augmented off-gas
system, and (2) a pipe whip restraint system; (B) ASME Code Changes
requiring (1) increased effort in constructing the facility, (2)
intensified quality assurance activities, and (3) manufacture and
delivefy of certain valves and valve operators; and (C) Shortage of

essential craft personnel including qualified pipe fitter welders.
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: UNITED STATES .
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20545

Docket No. 50-331

EVALUATION OF REQUEST FOR AN EXTENSION OF CONSTRUCTION COMPLETION DATE
FOR THE DUANE ARNOLD ENERGY CENTER

Summary

On Novembér 5, 1973, the Iowa Electric Light and Power Company filed

a request for an extension of the completion date for the construction
of the Duane Arnold Energy Center. The requested extension of the
completion date for comstruction was from the current date of January 1,
1974 to June 1, 1974. The major factors identified by the applicant as
contributors to the schedule slippage are as follows:

1. The project scope was increased subsequent to issuance of
the construction permit to include the addition of certain
major features, principally an augmented off-gas system
and restraints to prevent whipping of large high energy
pipes in the event of pipe rupture;

2. Recent ASME code changes have intensified quality assurance
activities and have caused delays in the manufacture and
delivery of certain components; and

3. Shortages of essential craft personnel, particularly qualified
pipe fitter welders, have delayed certain critical path construc-
tion activities. ’

Although the applicant states that these delays have been essentially
absorbed by the original schedule, the construction schedule has been
delayed by thess factors beyond the January 1, 1974 completion date.
Assuming that construction proceeds as projected, we do not believe that
it is likely to be completed before February. 1, 1974. Moreover, our
experience indicates that unforseen last minute developments such as’
malfunction of components, and shortages of required craft skills often

~arise and delay completion of construction. Since the margin for such
contingencies originally included in the schedule has been exhausted,
we believe that an extension of the construction permit an additional
month to March 1, 1974 is warranted. ’
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The staff has reviewed the applicant's November 5, 1973, request, which
discusses the above factors, and finds that although they do not consti--
tute good cause for granting the requested extensionm to June 1, 1974,
good cause does exist for granting an extension to March 1, 1974,

The Regulatory staff finds that prior public notice of an order authorizing
the requested extension is not required since the action does not involve
significant hazard considerations, and that good cause exists for the issu-
ance of an order extending the completion of construction date for the
Duane Arnold Energy Center to March 1, 1974. .

Accordingly, issuance of an order extending the latest completion date

for construction of the Duane Arnold Energy Center as presently set forth
in Construction Permit No. CPPR-70, to March 1, 1974, should be authorized.
The order should be effective on the date of issuance. '

Directorate of Licensing

Wi B2

W. R. Butler, Chief
IWR 1-2 '
Directorate of Licensing



