
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20472 

JUN 20 2002 

Ms. Kathy Halvey Gibson, Chief 
Emergency Preparedness and Health Physics Section 
Reactor Safeguards, Radiation Safety and Emergency Preparedness Branch 
Division of Inspection Program Management 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001 

Dear Ms. Gibson: 

This responds to your March 28, 2002, letter asking FEMA to evaluate the impact of a 
siren false alarm at Three Mile Island (TMI).  

The siren false alarm in York County, PA, on the night of March 3, 2002, was the result 
of a personal computer "locking up." It took approximately 45 minutes for the contractor 
to respond and shut the siren off The faulty mechanism was replaced and successfully 
retested. In addition, TMI is the first of three nuclear power plants operated by Amergen 
to undergo a complete siren system upgrade. This upgrade consists of replacing the 
entire siren system with a fully automated, state of the art system with instant monitoring 
capability. This upgrade includes meeting with the community members to ensure full 
siren coverage in York County and elsewhere where the population has increased. The 
cost of the project is $250,000 and is scheduled to be completed by the end of July 2002.  

A complete Alert and Notification Test of the TMI Siren System was conducted for the 
first quarter of 2002 with an acceptable success rate of 97.3 per cent. The second quarter 
"full growl test" of the TMI Siren System is scheduled for June 24, 2002. A full actual 
sounding of the sirens for three minutes is scheduled for the fourth quarter 2002.  

This matter has been investigated by our regional staff Should you have any further 
questions, please feel free to contact me at (202) 646-3664.  

Sincerely, 

VanessafE. Quinn, Cfief 
Radiological Emergency Preparedness Branch 
Technological Services Division 
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