
July 3, 2002

MEMORANDUM TO: William D. Travers
Executive Director for Operations

FROM: Charles E. Ader, Chairman /RA/
Committee To Review Generic Requirements

SUBJECT: MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE TO REVIEW GENERIC
REQUIREMENTS MEETING NUMBER 373

The Committee To Review Generic Requirements (CRGR) held special Meeting No. 373 on
June 11, 2002, from 10:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M., with the attendees listed in Attachment 1.  The
purpose of this meeting was to review the proposed rule: Revision of 10 CFR 50.48 (Accession
No. ML021270204) to permit light-water reactors to voluntarily adopt National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA) Standard 805.   

The staff provided the CRGR information related to the rule.  The CRGR asked questions to
assure the members that the rule was voluntary and that it did not contain any backfit issues.
CRGR also requested the opportunity to review the Temporary Instructions (TI) before it is
issued.

Mr. Eric Weiss, Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR), briefed the CRGR on the
proposed rule to revise 10 CFR 50.48 to permit light-water reactors to voluntarily adopt NFPA
805.  The slides for Mr. Weiss’ presentation can be found in ADAMS, Accession No. 
ML021620040.

One of the questions asked by CRGR was, how would the inspectors know when to apply
NFPA 805 or not, within the TI.  The response was that the Rule 50.48(c)(3) referring to
compliance with  NFPA 805, requires that the licensee complete the implementation of the
methodology of Chapter 2 of the NFPA 805.  Upon completion, the licensee is to modify the fire
protection plan required in 50.48(a) to reflect the licensee’s decision to comply with NFPA 805
before changing its fire protection program to what is permitted in NFPA 805.  The plan can
then be used by an inspector to verify which fire protection requirements the licensee is under.  

A question was asked concerning the application of the Regulatory Guide 1.174 criteria to
incremental changes such that the risk is not permitted to reach unacceptable values.  The
response was that the Regulatory Guide 1.174 criteria are incorporated in NFPA 805 and that 
there is also a provision within NFPA 805 against cumulative risk increase.

Also, the question was raised as to how the licensee under NFPA 805 could continue using
existing exemptions for alternatives that were granted while under Appendix R.  The response
was that the Licensee would be allowed to carry exemptions forward into NFPA 805.  The
deterministic process requires the licensing basis to go through various safety criteria to insure
that they are adequate when using the deterministic approach of NFPA 805.  However, under



the performance-based approach of NFPA 805 the licensee would have to evaluate each
exemption based on the performance criteria of NFPA 805.  If the exemption performs
according to the NFPA 805 performance criteria then the exemption would be grandfathered
into NFPA 805.

The CRGR also discussed that guidance via a Regulatory Guidance/Nuclear Energy Institute
(NEI) implementation guidelines need to be developed to support an effective implementation of
the rule.

Questions about these meeting minutes should be referred to Les Cupidon at LRC@nrc.gov.
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