
November 9

.Docket No. 50-445 

Mr. William J.  
Executive Vice 
Texas Utilities 
400 North Olive 
Dallas, Texas

Cahill, Jr.  
'resident, Nuclear 
Electric Company 
Street, L. B. 81 

75201

Dear Mr. Cahill: 

SUBJECT: COMANCHE PEAK STEAM ELECTRIC STATION, UNIT 1 - ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSESSMENT AND FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT - EXEMPTION 
FROM THE REQUIREMENTS OF 10 CFR PART 50, APPENDIX J AIRLOCK 
TESTING 

Enclosed is a copy of an "Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant 

Impact" for your information. This assessment is related to your letter dated 

January 20, 1986 in which you requested an exemption from the requirements of 

10 CFR Part 50, Appendix J, Section III.D.2(b)(ii) concerning containment air

lock leakage testing. The staff's evaluation of this request will be published 

in our Safety Evaluation Report Supplement No. 22.  

The enclosed assessment has been forwarded to the Office of the Federal Register 

for publication.  

Sincerely, 

(original signed by) 

Christopher I. Grimes, Director 
Comanche Peak Project Division 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosure: 
Environmental Assessment 

cc w/enclosure: 
See next page
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"Docket No. 50-445

Mr. William J. Cahill, Jr.  
Executive Vice President, Nuclear 
Texas Utilities Electric Company 
400 North Olive Street, L. B. 81 
Dallas, Texas 75201 

Dear Mr. Cahill: 

SUBJECT: COMANCHE PEAK STEAM ELECTRIC STATION, UNIT 1 - ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSESSMENT AND FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT - EXEMPTION 
FROM THE REQUIREMENTS OF 10 CFR PART 50, APPENDIX J AIRLOCK 
TESTING 

Enclosed is a copy of an "Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant 

Impact" for your information. This assessment is related to your letter dated 

January 20, 1986 in which you requested an exemption from the requirements of 
10 CFR Part 50, Appendix J, Section III.D.2(b)(ii) concerning containment air
lock leakage testing. The staff's evaluation of this request will be published 
in our Safety Evaluation Report Supplement No. 22.  

The enclosed assessment has been forwarded to the Office of the Federal Register 
for publication.  

Sincerely, 

Christopher I. Grimes, Director 
Comanche Peak Project Division 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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Environmental Assessment 
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See next page
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Docket No. 5-445

Mr. William J.  
Executive Vice 
Texas Utilities 
400 North Olive 
Dallas, Texas

Cahill, Jr.  
President, Nuclear 
Electric Company 
Street, L.B. 81 

75201

Dear Mr. Cahill: 

SUBJECT: COMANCHE PEAK STEAM ELECTRIC STATION, UNIT 1 - ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSESSMENT AND FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT - EXEMPTION 
FROM THE REQUIREMENTS OF 10 CFR PART 50, APPENDIX J AIRLOCK 
TESTING 

Enclosed is a copy of an "Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant 
Impact" for your information. This assessment is related to your letter dated 
January 20, 1989 in which you requested an exemption from the requirements of 
10 CFR Part 50, Appendix J, Section III.D.2(b)(ii) concerning airlock testing.  
The staff's evaluation of this request will be published in our Safety Evaluation 
Report Supplement No. 6.  

The assessment has been forwarded to the Federal Register for publication.  

Sincerely, 

Christopher I. Grimes, Director 
Comanche Peak Project Division 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosure: 
Environmental Assessment

cc w/enclosure: 
See next page 
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'0 .UNITED STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

"WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555 

Ile November 6, 1989 

Docket No. 50-445 

Mr. William J. Cahill, Jr.  
Executive Vice President, Nuclear 
Texas Utilities Electric Company 
400 North Olive Street, L. B. 81 
Dallas, Texas 75201 

Dear Mr. Cahill: 

SUBJECT: COMANCHE PEAK STEAM ELECTRIC STATION, UNIT 1 - ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSESSMENT AND FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT - EXEMPTION 
FROM THE REQUIREMENTS OF 10 CFR PART 50, APPENDIX J AIRLOCK 
TESTING 

Enclosed is a copy of an "Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Signifiant 
Impact" for your information. This assessment is related to your letter dated.  
January 20, 1986 in which you requested an exemption from the requirements of 
10 CFR Part 50, Appendix J, Section III.D.2(b)(ii) concerning containment airlock leakage testing. The staff's evaluation of this request will be publ-ished 
in our Safety Evaluation Report Supplement No. 22.  

The enclosed assessment has been forwarded to the Office of the Federal Register 
for publication.  

Sincerely, 

Christopher I. Grimes, Director 
Comanche Peak Project Division 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

Enclosure: 
Environmental Assessment 

cc w/enclosure: 
See next page



Mr. W. J. Cahill, Jr.

cc: 
Mr. Robert F. Warnick 
Assistant Director 

for Inspection Programs 
Comanche Peak Project Division 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
P. 0. Box 1029 
Granbury, Texas 76048 

Regional Administrator, Region IV 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 1000 
Arlington, Texas 76011 

Ms. Billie Pirner Garde, Esq.  
Robinson, Robinson, et a].  
103 East College Avenue 
Appleton, Wisconsin 54911 

Mrs. Juanita Ellis, President 
Citizens Association for Sound Energy 
1426 South Polk 
Dallas, Texas 75224

E. F. Ottney 
P. 0. Box 1777 
Glen Rose, Texas

Jack R. Newman, Esq.  
Newman & Holtzinger 
1615 L Street, NW 
Suite 1000 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Chief, Texas Bureau of Radiation Control 
Texas Department of Health 
1100 West 49th Street 
Austin, Texas 78756 

Honorable George Crump 
County Judge 
Glen Rose, Texas 76043

76043

Mr. Roger D. Walker 
Manager, Nuclear Licensing 
Texas Utilities Electric Company 
400 North Olive Street, L. B. 81 
Dallas, Texas 75201 

Texas Utilities Electric Company 
c/o Bethesda Licensing 
3 Metro Center, Suite 610 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814 

William A. Burchette, Esq.  
Counsel for Tex-La Electric 

Cooperative of Texas 
Heron, Burchette, Ruckert & Rothwell 
1025 Thomas Jefferson Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20007 

GOS ASSOCIATES, INC.  
Suite 720 
1850 Parkway Place 
Marietta, Georgia 30067-8237
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UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

TEXAS UTILITIES ELECTRIC COMPANY, ET AL* 

DOCKET NO. 50-445 

NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND FINDING OF 

NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

The U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the Commission) is considering 

the issuance of an exemption from a portion of the requirements of Appendix J 

uf 10 CFR Part 50 to the Texas Utilities Electric Company, et al (the applicant).  

The exemption would apply to the facility operating license for the Comanche Peak 

Steam Electric Station, Unit 1, located on the applicant's site in Somervell 

County, Texas.  

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

Identification of the Proposed Action: The proposed action would allow an 

exemption from the requirements of 10 CFR Part 50, Appendix J, Section 

III.D.2(b)(ii) for the operation of Comanche Peak, Unit 1 in response to the 

applicant's request dated January 20, 1986.  

* The current owners of the Comanche Peak Steam Electric Station are: Texas 
Utilities Electric Company (TU Electric), Tex-La Electric Cooperative of 
Texas, Inc. (Tex-La), and Texas Municipal Power Agency (TMPA). Transfer 
of ownership from TMPA to TU Electric was previously authorized by 
Amendment No. 9 to Construction Permit CPPR-126 for Comanche Peak, Unit 1 
on August 25, 1988 to take place in 10 installments as set forth in the 
agreement attached to the application for amendment dated March 4, 1988.  
At the completion thereof, TMPA will no longer retain any ownership 
interest in Comanche Peak, Unit 1. Transfer of ownership from Tex-La to 
TU Electric was previously authorized by Amendment No. 11 to Construction 
Permit CPPR-126 for Comanche Peak, Unit 1 on August 29, 1989 as set forth 
in the agreement attached to the application for Amendment dated May 4, 1989.  
At the completion thereof, Tex-La will no longer retain any ownership 
interest in Comanche Peak, Unit 1.  

691.1. 4042 ,-•004 FPbR -ADOG-K'-"""pC 
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The Need for the Proposed Action: Section III.D.2(b)(ii) of Appendix J states 

that "Air locks open during periods when containment integrity is not required 

by the plant's Technical Specifications shall be tested at the end of such 

periods at not less than Pa'" In its request, the applicant requested that the 

Comanche Peak Unit 1 Technical Specifications be written to instead require an 

overall air lock leakage test at P to be performed only upon completion of a 

maintenance which has been performed on the air lock that could affect the air 

lock sealing capability. Otherwise, if an air lock is opened during periods 

when containment integrity is not required and no such maintenance has been 

performed, a door seal leak rate test (a less time-consuming test) must be 

performed. This requested exemption is consistent with the staff's position 

on the acceptable testing frequency necessary to demonstrate air lock sealing 

capability intended in Appendix J. The staff's current position is shown in 

the Standard Technical Specifications for Westinghouse Pressurized Water 

Reactors (NUREG-0452, Revision 4). Until Commission rulemaking changes the 

current requirement in Appendix J, an exemption to the present regulation must 

be granted before the applicant can adopt the requested Technical Specification.  

The proposed exemption is needed because, based on experience at various 

plants, the staff found that literal compliance with Section III.D.2(b)(ii) of 

Appendix J is not necessary to assure containment leaktightness. The requested 

exemption is consistent with the staff's technical position and has been 

granted to many plants. Literal compliance with the regulation would lead to 

increased costs and occupational exposure.  

Environmental Impacts of the Proposed Action: The proposed exemption to 

10 CFR Part 50, Appendix J, Section III.D.2(b)(ii) will assure air lock
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sealing capability and containment integrity; therefore, this exemption will 

not increase the probability of accidents and post-accident radiological 

releases, nor otherwise affect radiological plant effluents. Therefore, the 

Commission concludes that there are no significant radiological environmental 

impacts associated with this proposed exemption.  

With regard to potential non-radiological impacts, the proposed exemption 

involves systems located entirely within the restricted area as defined in 

10 CFR Part 20. The proposed exemption does not affect non-radiological plant 

effluents and has no other environmental impact. The Commission concludes that 

there are no significant non-radiological environmental impacts associated with 

the proposed exemption.  

Alternative to the Proposed Action: The principal alternative would be for 

the Commission to deny the requested exemption. This would result in increased 

costs and occupational exposure and would not reduce the environmental impacts 

of plant operation.  

Alternative Use of Resources: This action does not involve the use of resources 

not previously considered in the Final Environmental Statement related to the 

operation of Comanche Peak Steam Electric Station, Units 1 and 2 (NUREG-0775), 

dated September 1981.  

Agencies and Persons Consulted: The NRC staff reviewed the applicant's 

request and applicable documents referenced therein that support this 

exemption for Comanche Peak, Unit 1. The NRC did not consult other agencies 

or persons in preparing this assessment.
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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

The Commission has determined that preparation of an environmental impact 

statement for this proposed action is not necessary. Based on the foregoing 

environmental assessment, the Commission concludes that this action will not 

have a significant effect on the quality of the human environment.  

For further details with respect to this action, see the applicant's 

request for exemption dated January 20, 1986. This document is available for 

public inspection at the Commission's Public Document Room, 2120 L Street, 

N. W., Washington, D. C. 20555, and at the Local Public Document Room at the 

Somervell County Public Library on the Square, P. 0. Box 1417, Glen Rose, 

Texas 76043. The staff's evaluation of the request will be published in the 

Safety Evaluation Report related to the operation of the Comanche Peak Steam 

Electric Station, Units 1 and 2 (NUREG-0797), Supplement No. 22, and will be 

available for inspection at the locations listed above.  

Dated at Rockville, Maryland this 6th day of November, 1989.  

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

Christopher . Grimes, Director 
Comanche Peak Project Division 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation


