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Mr. David W. Denenberg "U 
Legislator, District 19 
Nassau County Legislature 
One West Street 
Mineola, New York 11501 

Dear Mr. Denenberg: 

Thank you for your letter of May 15t' to our Regional Administrator Jane Kenny, concerning 
suggestions about the Indian Point and Millstone reactors. Your letter has been forwarded to me 
for a reply. In your letter you suggest that the commercial nuclear power reactors at Indian Point 
in Buchanan, New York, and the Millstone reactors, located in Waterford, Connecticut, be 
shutdown immediately. You further suggest several other things including: an independent 
review of fuel storage vulnerabilities and risks to surrounding communities; a no-fly zone and a 
defense and security system to protect such a no-fly zone; and an immediate review and 
comprehensive revisions of both licensees emergency response plans and the metropolitan area 
counties' radiological emergency response plans in order to prepare for terrorist attacks.  

Many of the suggestions you raise are not within the scope of the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency's (EPA) roles and responsibilities. The licensing of the nuclear reactors in question and 
their continued operation is under the province of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC) pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 and subsequent amendments, executive 
orders, and reorganization plans. Similarly, fuel storage facilities are also subject to NRC 
licensing and oversight.  

However, EPA does play a role in radiological emergency preparedness and response. Since the 
1970s EPA has provided support to the Federal Radiological Emergency Response Plan 
(FRERP). We also participate in the development and testing of radiological emergency 
response plans around fixed nuclear facilities in support of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA). EPA performed an analysis which later lead to the establishment of a 10-mile 
emergency planning zone (EPZ) which is now used as a standard in the development of 
radiological emergency response plans (RERP) around fixed nuclear facilities such as the 
reactors in question. The response planning done for this zone takes into account the most 
serious accidents and radioactive releases postulated for a nuclear power reactor. It should be 
noted that Long Island is not located within the EPZ for either set of reactors. The determination 
of whether a terrorist attack could be successful in creating a situation more severe than that 
caused by a serious nuclear reactor accident is, once again, not under the province of the EPA but 
primarily the NRC.  
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Additionally, our regional office continues to be involved in the review of the emergency 
response plans for all of the counties surrounding Indian Point and we participate, in support of 

FEMA, in drills of that facility's RERP. The Region 1 EPA office is similarly involved with the 

Millstone site. On a national level, the EPA, along with its sister Federal agencies, is reviewing 

all of it's radiological emergency response guidance and preparedness in light of the threat posed 

by terrorist attacks.  

Since so many of your suggestions involved the responsibilities of the NRC, I am forwarding a 

copy of your letter and this response to them for their consideration. In summary let me assure 

you that the EPA is taking the threat of terrorist attacks very seriously and we are carefully 

reviewing the consequences of such an attack consistent with our roles and responsibilities. We 

are also working closely with the other Federal agencies that have important roles in emergency 

response and planning.  

Sincerely, 

eWr Mugdan, Director 

Division of Environmental Planning and Protection 

cc: Paul Lohaus, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Paul Merges, Ph.D., N.Y.S. Department of Environmental Conservation 
Ray Cowen, N.Y.S. Department of Environmental Conservation 
Adela Salame-Alfie, N.Y.S. Department of Health
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