
June 22, 19'

Docket No. 50-382

Mr. Ross P. Barkhurst
Vice President Operations
Entergy Operations, Inc.
Post Office Box B
Killona, Louisiana 70066

Dear Mr. Barkhurst:

SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT RELATED TO A REQUEST FOR EXEMPTION FROM THE
REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION III.D.1.(a) OF APPENDIX J TO 10 CFR PART 50
- WATERFORD STEAM ELECTRIC STATION, UNIT NO. 3 (TAC NO. M86484)

Enclosed for your information is a
Finding of No Significant Impact.
Inc.'s request dated May 7, 1993, 1
Section III.D.1.(a) of Appendix J I

This Environmental Assessment has I
Register for publication.

copy of an Environmental Assessment and
The assessment relates to Entergy Operations,
For an exemption from the requirements of
to 10 CFR Part 50.

been forwarded to the Office of the Federal

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:

David L. Wigginton, Senior Project Manager
Project Directorate IV-1
Division of Reactor Projects - III/IV/V
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosure:
Environmental Assessment

cc w/enclosure:
See next page
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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20%55-0001

June 22, 1993

Docket No. 50-382

Mr. Ross P. Barkhurst
Vice President Operations
Entergy Operations, Inc.
Post Office Box B
Killona, Louisiana 70066

Dear Mr. Barkhurst:

SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT RELATED TO A REQUEST FOR EXEMPTION FROM THE
REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION III.D.1.(a) OF APPENDIX J TO 10 CFR PART 50
- WATERFORD STEAM ELECTRIC STATION, UNIT NO. 3 (TAC NO. M86484)

Enclosed for your information is a
Finding of No Significant Impact.
Inc.'s request dated May 7, 1993, 1
Section III.D.l.(a) of Appendix J I

copy of an Environmental Assessment and
The assessment relates to Entergy Operations,
for an exemption from the requirements of
:o 10 CFR Part 50.

This Environmental Assessment has been forwarded to the Office of the Federal
Register for publication.

Sincerely,AQ4- 1.I
David L. $nton, Senior Project Manager
Project Directorate IV-1
Division of Reactor Projects - III/IV/V
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosure:
Environmental Assessment

cc w/enclosure:
See next page



Mr. Ross P. Barkhurst
Entergy Operations, Inc. Waterford 3

cc:

Mr. Hall Bohlinger, Administrator
Radiation Protection Division
Office of Air Quality and Nuclear Energy
Post Office Box 82135
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70884-2135

Mr. John R. McGaha
Vice President, Operations

Support
Entergy Operations, Inc.
P. 0. Box 31995
Jackson, Mississippi 39286

William A. Cross
Bethesda Licensing Office
3 Metro Center
Suite 610
Bethesda, Maryland 20814

Mr. Robert B. McGehee
Wise, Carter, Child & Caraway
P.O. Box 651
Jackson, Mississippi 39205

Mr. D. F. Packer
General Manager Plant Operations
Entergy Operations, Inc.
P. 0. Box B
Killona, Louisiana 70066

Regional Administrator, Region IV
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 1000
Arlington, Texas 76011

Resident Inspector/Waterford NPS
Post Office Box 822
Killona, Louisiana 70066

Parish President Council
St. Charles Parish
P. 0. Box 302
Hahnville, Louisiana 70057

Mr. Harry W. Keiser, Executive Vice-
President and Chief Operating Officer

Entergy Operations, Inc.
P. 0. Box 31995
Jackson, Mississippi 39286-1995

Chairman
Louisiana Public Service Commission
One American Place, Suite 1630
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70825-1697

Mr. R. F. Burski, Director
Nuclear Safety
Entergy Operations, Inc.
P. 0. Box B
Killona, Louisiana 70066

Mr. L. W. Laughlin,
Entergy Operations,
P. 0. Box B
Killona, Louisiana

Licensing Manager
Inc.

70066

Winston & Strawn
Attn: N. S. Reynolds
1400 L Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20005-3502
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UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

ENTERGY OPERATIONS. INC.

WATERFORD STEAM ELECTRIC STATION. UNIT 3

DOCKET NO. 50-382

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND FINDING OF

NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the Commission) is considering

issuance of an exemption from the requirements of Section III.D.1.(a) of

Appendix J to 10 CFR Part 50 to Entergy Operations, Inc. (the licensee),

for the Waterford Steam Electric Station, Unit 3, located in Saint Charles

Parish, Louisiana.

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Identification of Proposed Action

The proposed action would grant an exemption from Section III.D.1.(a) of

Appendix J to 10 CFR Part 50, which requires a set of three Type A tests

(containment integrated leak rate tests, or CILRTs) be performed, at

approximately equal intervals, during each 10-year service period. This

licensee request is for a one-time exemption from the requirement that the

third Type A test of the first 10-year service period be performed at the

required interval during the service period. The exemption would extend

the third interval by approximately 4 months within the first 10-year

service period.

The proposed action is in accordance with the licensee's request for

exemption dated May 7, 1993.
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The Need for the Proposed Action

The proposed exemption is needed because the licensee's current

refueling outage schedule requires the third CURT for the first 10-year

service period be performed at 54 months, which is not consistent with the

"approximately equal interval" provision of Appendix J or with the

technical specification (TS) requirement of 40I10 month intervals. (CILRTs

are generally performed coincident with refueling outages due to the time

required for their performance.) The first and second CILRT testing

intervals for the first 10-year service period were 32 and 36 months.

Without this exemption, the licensee would be required to perform the third

CILRT at a 34-month interval and perform an additional (fourth) CILRT

during the refueling outage for the first 10-year inspection. The licensee

has also requested a one-time change to the TS; this will be addressed by a

separate NRC action.

Environmental Impacts of the Proposed Action

The Commission's staff has determined that granting the proposed

exemption would not significantly increase the probability or amount of

expected primary containment leakage and that containment integrity would

thus be maintained. The current requirement in Section III.D.1.(a) that

three Type A tests be performed would continue to be met, except one

interval (at Refueling Outage 7) will be longer than the approximately

equal interval and would also be longer than specified in the Waterford TS.

Consequently, the probability of accidents would not be increased, nor

would the post-accident radiological releases be greater than previously

determined. Neither would the proposed exemption otherwise affect

radiological plant effluents. Therefore, the Commission's staff concludes
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that there are no significant radiological environmental impacts associated

with the proposed exemption.

With regard to potential nonradiological impacts, the proposed exemption

involves a change to surveillance requirements. It does not affect

nonradiological plant effluents and has no other environmental impact.

Therefore, the Commission concludes that there are no significant

nonradiological environmental impacts associated with the proposed

exemption.

Alternative to the Proposed Action

As an alternative to the proposed action, the staff considered denial of

the proposed action. Denial of the application would result in no change

in current environmental impacts. The environmental impacts of the

proposed action and the alternative action are similar.

Alternative Use of Resources

This action does not involve the use of any resources not previously

considered in the "Final Environmental Statement related to the operation

of Waterford Steam Electric Station, Unit No. 3," dated September 1981.

Agencies and Persons Consulted

The staff consulted with the State of Louisiana regarding the

environmental impact of the proposed action.

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The Commission has determined not to prepare an environmental impact

statement for the proposed exemption.

Based upon the foregoing environmental assessment, we conclude that the

proposed action will not have a significant effect on the quality of the

human environment.
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For further details with respect to this action, see the request for

amendment dated May 7, 1993, which is available for public inspection at

the Commission's Public Document Room, 2120 L Street, NW., Washington, DC,

and at the local public document room located at the University of New

Orleans Library, Louisiana Collection, Lakefront, New Orleans,

Louisiana 70122.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 22nd day of June 1993

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

Terence L. Chan, ng
Project Directorate IV-1
Division of Reactor Projects - III/IV/V
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation


