June 14, 2002

MEMORANDUM TO: William D. Travers
Executive Director for Operations

FROM: Ashok C. Thadani, Chairman /RA/
PRA Steering Committee

SUBJECT: ACTION ITEMS FROM APRIL 24, 2002, PRA STEERING
COMMITTEE MEETING

The PRA Steering Committee (PRASC) met in a public meeting with the Nuclear Energy
Institute’s Risk-Informed Regulation Working Group (RIRWG) on April 24, 2002. Attendees of
the meeting are listed in the Attachment.

The meeting agenda and associated action items are as follows:
1. Risk-Informed Changes to Reactor Safety Requirements (Option 3)

The status of the staff’'s work to change reactor safety requirements using risk information was
summarized by M. Drouin (NRC/RES). The nuclear industry’s interest in three issues related to
the staff's work to change 10 CFR 50.46 (emergency core cooling system requirements) -
decay heat standard, LOOP/LOCA frequency and ECCS reliability, and LB LOCA redefinition -
was discussed by A. Pietrangelo (NEI). Plans for discussing these issues, including upcoming
meetings, were reviewed.

A. Thadani (NRC/RES) summarized the staff's process for screening and recommending
additional changes to Part 50, and noted the staff's consideration of possible changes to
Appendices G (fracture toughness requirements) and H (reactor vessel material toughness
program requirements) after completion of the staff’'s work to reevaluate 10 CFR 50.61
(pressurized thermal shock). He requested industry input on the direction NRC should be
heading after work on 50.46 is completed. NEI indicated that focus should be on completing
ongoing projects prior to starting new ones and offered to provide more input at a later date.

Action Items: None
2. Risk-Informed Changes to Scope of Special Treatment Requirements (Option 2)

The status of the staff's work to develop a voluntary, alternative rule on the scope of special
treatment requirements (10 CFR 50.69) was summarized by D. Matthews (NRC/NRR). He
noted that draft rule language was available on NRC’s web site. The industry indicated that
substantive issues remained to be resolved. F. Gillespie (NRC/NRR) indicated discussions
need to be held concerning the relationship between the draft wording in 50.69 and aspects of
Part 54 (license renewal requirements).
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Action Item: NRC/NRR will initiate follow-up discussions on Part 54.
3. Risk Management Technical Specifications

The status of ongoing staff work and industry interactions was summarized by Mr. Matthews.
Mr. Gillespie noted that technical specification’s limits (contained in 10 CFR 50.36) should
continue to be discussed.

Action Item: NRC, NEI, and other interested stakeholders will continue to interact in public
meetings on this subject.

4. PRA Standards and Associated Regulatory Guides

Mr. Thadani noted that the ASME standard was released on April 5, and that the staff’s
endorsement of the standard and NEI's peer review process (NEI-00-02) would be addressed
in a new regulatory guide. Ms. Drouin provided a status report on the revision to Regulatory
Guide 1.174 and the new regulatory guide (which, at the time, were the subjects of a
Commission paper under internal NRC review). This new guide will be the subject of a series
of separate public meetings, with the first planned to be held in late May 2002. [Subsequent to
the meeting, the Commission paper was issued as SECY-02-0070, dated April 24, 2002.]

Action Item: NRC, NEI, and other interested stakeholders will continue to interact in public
meetings on this subject.

5. Other

H. Ray (Southern California Edison) raised the issue of the implications of the Davis-Besse
condition on the work to risk-inform regulations and regulatory processes. Mr. Thadani
responded, indicating that the condition raised issues with respect to both NRC's traditional
deterministic and risk-informed regulatory processes, and noted the need for greater
consideration of epistemic (modeling) uncertainties in our decision making processes.

Action Items: None
6. Preparation for next meeting

The next public meeting tentatively was scheduled for late June 2002, to be held at NEI offices
in Washington, DC.

Action Item: NRC/RES staff will contact NEI staff on an acceptable date (and agenda items)
for the next meeting.
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