
June 12, 2002

ORGANIZATION: NUCLEAR ENERGY INSTITUTE (NEI)

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF MEETING WITH THE NEI ON STATUS OF INDUSTRY
ACTIVITIES ON FIVE CONTINUED DIALOG TOPICS IN THE GENERIC
AGING LESSONS LEARNED (GALL) REPORT FOR LICENSE
RENEWAL

On May 29, 2002, the U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff met with the NEI and
other industry representatives in Rockville, MD, to discuss the status of industry activities on the
five topics in the GALL report.  NEI identified those topics during the license renewal steering
committee meeting on April 18, 2001 (see Adams No. ML011410321).  This meeting is to help
reach a common understanding of the status of these topics and to begin dialog for resolution. 
The staff also used this occasion to identify and discuss the status of other license renewal
issues with the NEI.

Attached is an agenda (Attachment 1) and the list of meeting attendees (Attachment 2).  Also,
as a follow-up item to Dresden/Quad Cities license renewal application (LRA) meeting with the
staff on May 20, 2002, Exelon Nuclear provided an example (Attachment 3) of their proposed
treatment of components that are not in the GALL report, but have similar intended functions,
environment, material, and aging effect/mechanism to components contained in the GALL
report.  For these components, Exelon Nuclear would like to be able to reference the GALL in
their LRA.  This information was supplied by Exelon at the end of the meeting and was not
discussed at the meeting.

NEI’s Discussion of Status of Five Continued Dialog Topics:

1. Individual Plant Examination or Individual Plant Examination for External Events as a
source document to consider for scoping. 

NEI stated that they consider the above topic no longer an issue based on experience
with LRA reviews.  Thus, NEI agreed to close this topic.

2. Operating experience with cracking of small-bore piping.

NEI indicated that cracking of small-bore piping is no longer an issue.  NEI suggested
that the GALL report should be revised based on how the staff has been accepting this
issue in the LRAs and how this topic has been documented in safety evaluation reports
(SERs).
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3. Management of loss of preload on reactor vessel internals bolting using the loose parts
monitoring system. 

NEI stated that each applicant used their own internal inspection program, instead of the
loose parts monitoring program listed in the GALL report and the staff found the
applicant’s program acceptable.  NEI suggested that this topic should also be
considered for the next revision of the GALL report based on lessons learned from the
past LRAs.

4. Operating experience with cracking in bolting.

NEI indicated that they found no medium-strength bolt cracking from their operating
experience, thus medium-strength bolt cracking is no longer an issue.  On this basis,
NEI suggested that the GALL should be revised to narrow the scope of the bolting
program.  

5. Inspection of fire protection (FP) systems.

NEI is currently preparing their response to the proposed staff FP system position
transmitted on January 28, 2002 (see ADAMS Accession No. ML020320437).  The staff
is awaiting NEI’s comment. 

Discussion of other outstanding Issues with NEI:

NEI stated that they are working on the responses to the staff’s proposed guidance on aging
management of FP systems (see ADAMS Accession No. ML020320437), scoping of seismic II/I
piping systems (see ADAMS Accession Nos. ML013380013), and the identification and
treatment of: (i) electrical fuse holders (see ADAMS Accession No. ML021370320), (ii)
structures, systems, and components which meet 10 CFR 54.4(a)(2) 
(see ADAMS Accession No. ML020770026), and (iii) housing for active components 
(see ADAMS Accession No. ML021220429).

Appeal Process

The staff is reviewing an appeal process submitted by NEI (see ADAMS Accession No.
ML013440022).  The staff indicated that NEI proposed independent panel may not be practical. 
NEI remarked that “rules of engagement” for the appeal process should be due process, fair,
and practical.  NEI anticipated this process would be rarely used. 

EPRI Fatigue Environment Effects Report

NEI asked the status of the above report.  The staff indicated that the review was delayed due
to the fee waiver request.  Since the fee waiver request has been resolved recently, the staff
has begun its review and will provide NEI with its review schedule.
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Aging Management Programs (AMPs): XI.E1, E2, and E3 for Electrical Non-EQ cables

At the April 10, 2002 meeting with NEI (see Adams No. ML021120407), the staff indicated that
they would review the application of the above AMPs for non-EQ cables, whether each AMP in
the GALL report clearly stated its application, and let NEI know if any additional clarification is
warranted.  Since then, the staff has reviewed those AMPs and found that each AMP has
sufficient detail and no further clarification for the application is necessary.  During the
aforementioned meeting, NEI was asked to review the definition of “significant moisture
collection” in the GALL XI.E3 AMP.  NEI referred their response to Duke’s response dated 
April 15, 2002, to the staff questions on its LRA for Catawba and McGuire for the definition of
significant moisture collection.

Concrete

Based on NEI’s letter dated April 29, 2002, on AMP of concrete issue, NEI stated that they
agree with the staff’s proposed revision of Chapters II and III of GALL report on AMP that was
transmitted on November 23, 2001 (see ADAMS Accession No. ML013300426).

/RA/

Peter J. Kang, Reactor Systems Engineer
License Renewal and Environmental Impacts Program
Division of Regulatory Improvement Programs
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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License Renewal Meeting
To Discuss the Status of Industry Activities on the

Five Continued Dialog Topics in the
Generic Aging Lessons Learned (GALL) report for License Renewal

Room O-9B4
May 29, 2002
(1:00-3:00PM)

Meeting Agenda

Opening remarks 5 minutes

Discussion of status of five continued dialog topics 90 minutes

(1) Individual Plant Examination or Individual Plant Examination
     for External Events as a source document to consider for scoping

(2) Operating experience with cracking of small-bore piping

(3) Management of loss of preload on reactor vessel internals bolting
     using the loose parts monitoring system

(4) Operating experience with cracking in bolting

(5) Inspection of fire protection systems

Discussion of status of other GALL clarification 10 minutes

Public comment 10 minutes

Concluding remarks   5 minutes

Attachment 1



NRC Meeting Attendance List

Status of Industry Activities
on Five Continued Dialog Topics in the GALL Report

May 29, 2002

Name Organization

Steve Hoffman NRC/NRR/DRIP/RLEP
John Rycyna CNS
Charles Pierce Southern Nuclear
Alan Nelson NEI
Paul Aitken Dominion Resources
Fred Polaski Exelon Nuclear
Rounette Nader Duke Energy
Cheng-Yang Li NRC/NRR/DSSA
Christian Araguas NRC/NRR/DRIP/RLEP
Noel Dudley NRC/NRR/DRIP/RLEP
Gregory Twachtman McGraw Hill
Brooke Poole Winston & Strawn
Naeem lqbal NRC/NRR/DSSA/SPLB
Tanya Eaton NRC/NRR/DSSA/SPLB
Nancy Chapman SERCH/Bechtel
Goutam Bagchi NRC/NRR/DE
Deann Raleigh LIS, Scientech
Barry Elliot NRC/NRR/DE
Rani Franovich NRC/NRR/DRIP/RLEP
Sam Lee NRC/NRR/DRIP/RLEP
Peter J. Kang NRC/NRR/DRIP/RLEP

Attachment 2
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Union of Concerned Scientists
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Mr. Paul Gunter
Director of the Reactor Watchdog Project
Nuclear Information & Resource Service
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