
1961

Dear Dr. Thompson: 

At the Commission meeting on January 31, 1961, to consider proposed 
reactor site criteria, you asked about the status of studies to 
establish the feasibility of developing reactor safety criteria and 
of research relating thereto recommended by the ACRO In its letter 
of November 16, 1959.  

As indicated in our letter of January 7, 1960, the Commission has 
devoted considerable time and effort to the Committee's suggestions 
and has given serious study to the extent and direction of efforts 
which the Commission should exert on the definition of criteria and 
standards for reactor safety and how handling of matters closely 
related to this topic might be arranged to best advantage.  

In December 1959 the General Manager appointed an Ad Hoc Committee to 
consider these matters further and recommend steps that should be taken.  
Cornittee membership included persons from the Age, from nuclear industrial 
concerns and from the ACRS. The Ad Hoc Committee study was completed in 
September 1960 and copies of its report dated September 29, 1960 have 
been forwarded to the ACM .  

We believe the recommendations of this Committee constitute reasonable 
steps in the direction of achieving the objectives expressed by the 
Advisory Committee, although the Commission has not depended solely 
for guidance in these matters on the Ad Hoc Committee. Implementation 
of these Ad Roc Committee recommendations has been initiated as shown 
in some detail in the attached staff report.  

I suggest that the Advisory Comamittee on Reactor Safeguards appoint a 
small subcommittee to consult with the Division of Licensing and Regu
lation and the Office of Technical Information an the selection, scope, 
authors and priority scheduling of the monographs and review articles 
discussed under Item 6 of the attached staff report. , )
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