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{q, : Mr, John C, McCone, Chairmen
{4 United States Atemic Emergy Commission
QV\‘ Germantown, Maryland
)«J/ Deax Chairman McCone:

Enclosed you will find the comments and recommondatioxs
of the American Federatiom of Laber and Congress of Industrial Oz-
ganizations regarding the Commission's uotice of proposed rule making,
published Ray 23, 1959, in the Federal Register, propesisg to amend
the Comission's existing regulations on facters to De cemsidered
in site evaluation of muclear power aad test reactors.

The AFL-~CIO endorses the emphasis the Commission is now
Placing om safety criteria to protect the health and safety of con-
ceatrations of population near proposed sites of muclear reactors.
We hope however, that before the Commission adepts amendad regulations,
it spells ent in more detail and in clear end wnderstandsble language,
Just how the criteria will be applied in actual evaluation of the pro-
posed reactor site. Otherwise, in our opinion, the proposed amend-
monts, if placed into force as they now stand, will lack necessary
substance and will mot be adequate to the preblem,
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Bscoxmendatioas by the Awricun Federativn of Lader asd
Coxgress of Industrial Oxgzmimaticas em Prepessd Buie
Reking ¥y the Atcwic Emsryy Camizsien withk Resspect ts
Facters idered 1a Site Evzluatiens for Powar mmd
Test Rsagtors

(Pudblished in the Federal Register Msy 28, 1959)

Thoe Agsrican Fedsration of Leobor amd Cosgress of Imdustrial
Organizutioms has lomg wrged the noed fer the stromgest possidle safe-
guards te be acoorded Both wyrkere oz jebs imyolving expesurs ts lenising
radizstion sl the pudlic st laxge. " oux imtetant, therefm. extonds aet
only to ragulstioxs doaling with eccrpationel expesure to ianiziag radiatiem,
but with the effect as well cf censtrzotion and eperstien of nuclosr pewer
and test resctors upex the gemaral safety ¢f pepulatien osmeentratious
in the vicinity,

We feol that thess regulatioas, as propesed, are more of &
dascriptie: of sriteria te be used 1z detsrmining location of reaster
sites, tham the werking out of datailed lomguage which will previde the
fullest safety yurdatick pessible.

The APL-CIO urges that:

1. The use of stemic enstgy bo 30 comtrelled and licemsed that
the threcat of mmlfunction and nceideut be reduced te the
lowsst hnmmly dossible winimmm by suiforn and sdequately
enfercod stapdaxds, - _

2, The Commission show greater sensitivity te recommndations
and waraings of its Reactex Safeguards Committes, This mmst
be dsns in order that prelimimary sveluatien ef the reacter
sites problem way be accomplisied befere the prepesed project
is pushed tee far in ths divection of the cemstruction stage
in research, design and fimancisl commitments, und deme

withia the framewsrk of the general feusibility amd safety
feutures of the propesed project,

" 3, That these propossd regalations are writtem with less
vagueness and §3 less bresd gemeralities. The regulatioms
as preposed, give the Comufgsion entirely too mch leewsy
in determinizg site locstions.




3, (oeutismnad)
Tha Commissisa's experisnse in evalustizg ths lesaticss
of 3 levge mwnber and virinty of reccter desigus is

- sufficient te predase mhvo definits and msve Gotsided
regulstisus withia the baxend sriteria it hes listed
in its yeopeasd site wiking mwownomment of Hay I3, 1909,

- The AFL-CY® wrges that the Commissies take into sensidersties
these factors s we have outlized them and use the msre detailod site
‘selection 3-»5»!, te stizmlate the gomral mivimse of the weslosr -
pewer industry, both sa lamd und on sea with the muximmen heulth smd |
sufety protestions affexded ts usrkers asd ths gumeral publis, Fimully,
we fesl thet ths Coamission is Placing the preper emphaszis e pdlic
safety ia esmnsction with the lesatiow of mucliesr pewer snd test reseLars,
near comoemirations ef populaticm, This philesephy as the Cosmission
knows, will receive the full suppert of the APL-CIO, if emxried fexwsrd

inte wxifora and workable rogulatiens,




