
July 12, 2002

The Honorable Sandra R. Galef
New York State Assembly
Albany, New York 12248

Dear Ms. Galef:

I am responding on behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) to your
letter of May 7, 2002, in which you asked that the NRC require Entergy Nuclear Northeast to
start immediately the process of strengthening the spent fuel storage buildings at the Indian
Point Energy Center.  You stated that the public near the plant is concerned about the safety of
the facility and that you, along with 1211 other residents who signed petitions, believe that the
buildings “should be stronger and reinforced for the public’s protection and safety in these
uncertain times.”

As I stated in my letter to you on February 27, 2002, the NRC staff believes that spent
fuel can be stored safely at the Indian Point reactor site.  The spent fuel pools, which house the
spent fuel rods, are constructed of thick reinforced concrete.  Moreover, the pool structures are
designed to the same high safety standards to cope with a seismic event as the safety-related
structures in the operating portion of the nuclear power plants.  The robust design, small size of
the pools, and site-specific arrangements and characteristics minimize the likelihood that a
terrorist attack would cause enough damage to result in a release of radioactive material off
site.  The added airport and aircraft security actions taken by the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) since September 11, 2001, and the onsite security measures that have
been enhanced to deal with land-based vehicle attacks and other potential terrorist threats
further decrease the risk to the spent fuel pools.  Moreover, the licensee has emergency
procedures and a response plan in place should an unlikely event involving the spent fuel pool
occur, to mitigate the consequences to the public.

As you are aware, the NRC is in the process of reevaluating it’s safeguards and physical
security programs, including the safeguards and physical security of spent fuel, and will
consider whether physical or procedural modifications may be warranted.  The staff also
realizes that specific site characteristics at each operating nuclear plant need to be considered
as part of the reevaluation, as well as any ongoing and future actions by other government
organizations.  The reevaluation will carefully examine risks and benefits and recommend
appropriate measures.  When the reevaluation is completed, the Commission will be able to
determine whether modifications to our licensees’ the spent fuel pool structures and enclosures
are warranted and whether additional safeguards measures should be established.
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I want to reassure you that the Commission will carefully consider the staff’s
recommendations and will take appropriate measures to maintain the safety of spent fuel at all
NRC licensed facilities.   If you have any further comments or questions, please contact me.  

Sincerely,

/RA/

Richard A. Meserve


