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United States Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington 25, D. C.  

Attention Division of Licensing and Regulation 

Gentlemen: 

In response to an invitation for comments on pro
posed Rule 24 FR 4184, "Site Criteria and Evaluation of 
Power and Test Reactors", the following is respectfully 
submitted.  

The contemplated formulation is certainly a step in 
the right direction; however, it has a major disadvantage in 
that it does not prescribe the requirements for achieving 
final reactor operating approval.  

"The fact that a particular site...deemed acceptable 
for a proposed reactor facility...does not determine that the 
reactor will eventually be given approval..." is not encourag
ing to utilities contemplating nuclear power.  

In the case of conventional construction, it is also 
true that one is not assured of final approval until the final 
construction is completed. There is, however, assurance that 
compliance with codes and approved plans will result in final 
approval. The existing formulation implies, but does not 
assume, that operating approval will be achieved. The ground 
rules for achieving approval, however, are not spelled out and 
leave one in doubt as to the outcome. The Detroit Edison's 
Enrico Fermi Plant might be cited as a case in point. Such 
conditions will not stimulate utilities into entering the 
reactor field.  
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Most utilities purchase sites some years in advance of 
construction in order to have land available when needed for 
system growth. A prospective nuclear site may not be flexible 
enough to have requirements which economically justify its use 
for a fossil fuel station. A utility which makes a major 
investment in land for the express purpose of building nuclear 
plants would certainly want assurance that, by adhering to 
required procedures and approved plans, final operating approval 
would be achieved. Otherwise, undue risks are involved in the 
purchase of the large acreages required for nuclear plants.  

It is therefore recommended that ground rules be 
established for at least such proven reactors as the boiling 
and pressurized water concepts. Such rules would define and 
limit such conditions as the worst accident, exclusion area, 
distances from population centers, and environmental considera
tions. Compliance with these ground rules should then assure 
the utility that the facility will be approved for operation.  

Sincerely, 

S. PETERSON 
General Manager and Chief Engineer

icc attached


