May 28, 2002

Carl Terry, BWRVIP Chairman
Niagara Mohawk Power Company
Post Office Box 63

Lycoming, NY 13093

SUBJECT: BWRVIP RESPONSE TO NRC SAFETY EVALUATION REGARDING THE
BWR INTEGRATED SURVEILLANCE PROGRAM

Dear Mr. Terry:

By letter dated April 29, 2002, the Boiling Water Reactor Vessel and Internals Project
(BWRVIP) provided a response to the NRC staff's safety evaluation (SE), dated February 1,
2002, regarding the BWRVIP’s reactor pressure vessel integrated surveillance program (ISP)
submittal. In the BWRVIP’s response, two purposes were stated: (1) to respond to the NRC
staff’'s SE, and (2) to request a change to the reporting of surveillance capsule results.

The NRC staff acknowledges your response to specific items noted in the staff’'s February 1,
2002, SE and finds that your intended course of action with regard to addressing the issues
related to neutron fluence calculation appears to be adequate to support the ISP. Further, the
staff understands that you are preparing guidance for BWR licensees with regard to the
development of their plant-specific responses and license amendments which are necessary to
implement the ISP.

You also requested an extension of the time required to report the results from the testing of
the first surveillance capsule which would be tested under the ISP from September 2002 until
February 2003. This capsule was removed from the River Bend Station (RBS) reactor vessel in
September 2001. As noted in the BWRVIP ISP submittal and reflected in the NRC staff's
February 1, 2002, SE, the BWRVIP will assume the responsibility for the testing and reporting
of results from this and future BWR surveillance capsules as part of the ISP. The staff has
concluded that this extension in the reporting of the results from this ISP surveillance capsule
will not change the overall effectiveness of the ISP and will not affect the continued safe
operation of the BWR fleet. Therefore, your request to extend this reporting requirement
interval is acceptable. Since individual BWR surveillance capsule withdrawal schedules are
expected to be modified to reflect the withdrawal schedules necessary to support the ISP, the
licensee for RBS should note in its license amendment associated with implementation of the
ISP that this extension of the reporting requirement interval was requested by the BWRVIP and
approved by the NRC via this letter. Should the licensee for RBS choose not to participate in
the ISP, the licensee will be required to report the results of the testing of this RBS surveillance
capsule by September 2002 or request its own plant-specific extension of the reporting
requirement interval as part of the ISP per Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations Part 50,
Appendix H, IV. A. However, if the RBS licensee chooses to maintain its own plant-specific
surveillance program, and requests an extension in the reporting requirement interval, the staff
will re-evaluate whether or not such a reporting extension is acceptable within the context of
such a plant-specific surveillance program.
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If you should have any further questions regarding any matters associated with your

implementation of the ISP, please contact either C. E. (Gene) Carpenter (301-415-2169) or
Matthew A. Mitchell (301-415-3303) of my staff.

Sincerely,

William H. Bateman, Chief /RA/

Materials and Chemical Engineering Branch
Division of Engineering

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

cc: BWRVIP CC List
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BWRVIP CC List

George Vanderheyden, Executive Chair
BWRVIP Assessment Committee

Exelon Corp.

200 Exelon Way (KSA 3-N)

Kennett Square, PA 19348

Bill Eaton, Executive Chair,

BWRVIP Inspection Focus Group
Grand Gulf Gen. Mgr., Plant Operations
Entergy Operations, Inc.

PO BOX 756, Waterloo Rd
Port Gibson, MS 39150-0756

H. Lewis Sumner, Executive Chair
BWRVIP Mitigation Committee

Vice President, Hatch Project

Southern Nuclear Operating Co.

M/S BIN B051, PO BOX 1295

40 Inverness Center Parkway

Birmingham, AL 35242-4809

George T. Jones, Executive Chair
BWRVIP Repair Focus Group

Vice President, Nuclear Engrg. & Support

PP&L, Inc.

M/S GENA61

2 N 9th St

Allentown, PA 18101-1139

Robert Carter, EPRI BWRVIP
Assessment Manager

Greg Selby, EPRI BWRVIP
Inspection Manager

EPRI NDE Center

P. O. Box 217097

1300 W. T. Harris Blvd.

Charlotte, NC 28221

Richard Ciemiewicz, Technical Vice Chair
BWRVIP Assessment Committee

Exelon Corp.

Peach Bottom Atomic Power Station

M/S SMB3-6

1848 Lay Road

Delta, PA 17314-9032

Robin Dyle, Technical Chairman
BWRVIP Assessment Committee
Southern Nuclear Operating Co.
40 Inverness Center Parkway
Birmingham, AL 35242

Gary Park, Chairman
BWRVIP Inspection Focus Group
Nuclear Management Co.
3313 DAEC Road
Palo, IA 52324-9646

John Wilson, Technical Chair
BWRVIP Mitigation Committee

AmerGen Energy Co.

Clinton Power Station, M/C T-31C

P.O. Box 678

Clinton, IL 61727

Vaughn Wagoner, Technical Chair
BWRVIP Integration Committee

Carolina Power & Light Company

One Hannover Square 9C1

P.O. Box 1551

Raleigh, NC 27612

Bruce McLeod, Technical Chair
BWRVIP Repair Focus Group
Southern Nuclear Operating Co.

Post Office Box 1295
40 Inverness Center Parkway
Birmingham, AL 35201

Tom Mulford, EPRI BWRVIP
Integration Manager

Raj Pathania, EPRI BWRVIP
Mitigation Manager

Ken Wolfe, EPRI BWRVIP
Repair Manager

Larry Steinert, EPRI BWRVIP

Electric Power Research Institute

P. O. Box 10412 3412 Hillview Ave.

Palo Alto, CA 94303



