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Office Memorandum -UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO : Clifford K. Beck, Chief DATE: February 10, 1959 
Hazards Evaluation Branch, AEC, Headquarters 

FROM John R. Horan, Director, Health and Safety Div.  
Idaho Operations Office 

SUBJECT: CRITRIA FOR REACTOR OPERATIONS 

SYMBOL: HS:JRH 

During ITTE-II operations at the ANP area, the operating contractor 
placed a prohibitive restriction on his operations as.,the result of 
a misinterpretation of an IDO standard. It has been "he IDO 
philosophy that off-site exposure be minimized and that the ICRP 
recommendations would not be exceeded during routine operations.  
The contractor interpreted this to mean that calculations of 
dosages greater than 500 mrem to a portion of the off-site populace, 
due to "the maximum credible accident", would not permit operation.  
This basically eliminated all operations under inversion conditions.  

To alleviate this situation, we have recommended that the criteria 
for reactor operations be based on the following: Reactor opera
tions will be permitted if calculations based on the maximum 
credible accident, as defined in the hazard report, indicate an 
emergency dose of less than 25 rem to the critical organ at the 
NRTS boundary or the nearest downwind facility .on the NRTS.  

Your comments on the above approach would be appreciated.  

CC: G. Victor Beard, Chief 
Health ProtectiondBranch, DBM, Washington 
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