November 10, 1987

w -
Docket No. 50-416 DISTRIBUTION
Docket File ACRS {10)
NRC & Local PDRs GPA/PA
Mr. Oliver D. Kingsley, Jr. PD2? Reading -Gray File
Vice President, Muclear 0Operations H. Berkow C. Hinson
System Energy Resources, Inc. G. Lainas
Post Office Box 23054 D. Miller
Jackson, Mississippi 39205 0GC-Bethesda
F. Jordan
Dear Mr. Kingsley: J. Partlow

SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT OF EXEMPTION REQUEST RELATED TO
10 CFR PART 20, APPENDIX A, FOR GRAND GULF NUCLEAR STATION,
UNIT 1 (TAC NO. 65657)

Enclosed is a copy of a "Notice of Environmental Assessment and Finding of No
Significant Impact" for your information. This notice relates to your request
dated June 29, 1987, as supplemented August 21, 1987.

The request is for exemption from the requirement of 10 CFR Part 20,
Appendix A, footnote d-2(c) to allow the use of a radioiodine protection factor
of 50 when using the Mine Safety Appliances GMR-1 canisters.

The notice has been forwarded to the Office of the Federal Register for publi-
cation.

Sincerely,

/s/
Lester L. Kintner, Project Manager
Project Directorate 11-2
Nivision of Reactor Projects-T/11

Fnclosure: As stated

cc w/enclosure:
See next page

*See previous concurrence
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Docket No, 50-416 NISTRIBUTION
Docket File ACRS (10)
NRC & Local PDRs GPA/PA
Mr. O0liver D. Kingsley, Jr. PD2? Reading Gray File
Vice President, Nuclear Nperations H. Berkow
System Energy Resources, Inc. G. Lainas
Post Office Box 23054 D. Miller
Jackson, Mississippi 39205 0GC-Bethesda
E. Jordan
Dear Mr. Kingsley: J. Partlow

SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT OF EXEMPTION REQUEST RELATED TO
10 CFR PART 20, APPENDIX A, FOR GRAND GULF NUCLEAR STATION,
UNIT 1 (TAC NO. 65657)

Enclosed is a copy of a "Notice of Environmental Assessment and Finding of No
Significant Impact" for your information. This notice relates to your request
dated June 29, 1987, as supplemented August 21, 1987,

The request is for exemption from the requirement of 10 CFR Part 20,
Appendix A, footnote d-2{c) to allow the use of a radioiodine protection factor
of 50 when using the mine safety appliances GMR-1 canisters.

The notice has been forwarded to the Office of the Federal Register for publi-
cation.

Sincerely,

Lester L. Kintner, Project Manager
Project Directorate II-2
Division of Reactor Projects-I/II

Enclosure: As stated

cc w/enclosure:
See next page
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Mr. Oliver D. Kingsley, Jr.
System Energy Resources, Inc.

cc:

Mr. Ted H. Cloninger

Vice President, Nuclear Engineering
and Support

System Energy Resources, Inc.

Post Office Box 23054

Jackson, Mississippi 39205

Robert B. McGehee, Esquire

Wise, Carter, Child, Steen and Caraway
P.0. Box 651

Jackson, Mississippi 39205

Nicholas S. Reynolds, Esquire
Bishop, Liberman, Cook, Purcell

"~ and Reynolds

1200 17th Street, N.W.

Washington, D. C. 20036

Mr. Ralph T. Lally

Manager of Quality Assurance

Middle South Utilities System
Services, Inc.

P.0. Box 61000

New Orleans, Louisiana 70161

Mr. John G, Cesare

Director, Nuclear Licensing and Safety
System Energy Resources, Inc.

P.0. Box 23054

Jackson, Mississippi 39205

Mr. R. W. Jackson, Project Engineer
Bechtel Power Corporation
15740 Shady Grove Road
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20877-1454

Mr. Ross C. Butcher

Senior Resident Inspector

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Route 2, Box 399

Port Gibson, Mississippt 39150

Regional Administrator, Region II
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
101 Marietta Street, N.W., Suite 2900
Atlanta, Georgia 30323

Mr. James E. Cross

GGNS Site Director

System Energy Resources, Inc.
P.0. Box 756

Port Gibson, Mississippi 39150

Grand Gulf Nuclear Station (GGNS)

Mr. C. R. Hutchinson

GGNS General Manager

System Energy Resources, Inc.
Post Office Box 756

Port Gibson, Mississippi 39150

The Honorable William J. Guste, Jr.
Attorney General

Department of Justice

State of Louisiana

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804

Office of the Governor
State of Mississippi
Jackson, Mississippi 39201

Attorney General
Gartin Building
Jackson, Mississippi 39205

Mr. Jack McMillan, Director

Division of Solid Waste Management

Mississippi Department of Natural
Resources

Bureau of Pollution Control

Post Office Box 10385

Jackson, Mississippi 39209

Alton B. Cobb, M.D.

State Health Officer

State Board of Health

P.0. Box 1700

Jackson, Mississippi 39205

President
Claiborne County Board of Supervisors
Port Gibson, Mississippi 39150
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UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY_ COMMISSION
MISSISSIPPI POWER AND LIGHT COMPANY

SYSTEM ENERGY RESOURCES, INC.

SOUTK MI1SSISSIPPI ELECTRIC POWER ASSOCIATION

DOCKET NO. 50-416

NOTICE OF ENVIROMVENTAL ASSESSMENT AND FINDING OF NO_SIGNIFICAKT IMPACT

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory gommission (the Commission) is considering
‘jssuance of an exemption from the requirements of 10 CFR Part 20, Appendix A,
footnote d-2(c) to Mississippi Power and Light Company, et al. (the licensee),
for the Grand Gulf Nuclear Station, Unit No. 1, (the facility) Tocated in
Claiborne County, Mississippi.

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

- e -—-- oo

Footnote d-2{c) of Appendix A to 10 CFR 20 states, "No allowance is to be
made for use of sorbents against radioactive gases or vapor.” The proposed
« exemption would allow the use of a radioiodine protection factor of 50 when
using the mine safety appliances (MSA) GMR-1 canisters at the facility. The
proposed exemption is in response to the licensee's application dated June 29,
1087, as supplemented August 21, 1987.
The Need for the Proposed Action:

The proposed exemption is needed to facilitate certain operations at the
facility in areas where airborne radioiodine levels necgssitate respiratory
protection for workers. The requested exemption would allow utflization of

afr-purifying respirators in lieu of supplied-air or self-contained apparatuses.
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A supplied-air respirator can limit a worker's efficiency because the worker

is restricted to the area within the reach of his &air-supply hose. A self-
ccntained breathing apparatus is usually very heavy and cumbersome, and has a
limited afr supply. Therefore, a person using this type of apparatus is less
mobile and less efficient in performing his duties. Afr-purifying respirators,
on the other hand, are 1ightweight, and their use would reduce the worker's
physical work effort and time spent in the work area, and thereby result in
less personnel radiation exposure®

Environmental Impacts of the Proposed Action:

The proposed exemption involves a change in the installation or use of the
facility's components located entirely within the restricted area as defined in
10 CFR Part 20, The staff has determined that the proposed exemption will re-
sult fn a small increase in the amount of low-level solid waste due to the dis-
pesal of used scrbent canisters. However, the proposed exemption involves no
S1gnificant increase in the amounts, and no significant change in the types,

. of any effluents that may be released offsite. Because the use of air-purifying
respirators will allow the plant workers to perform their jobs more efficiently
thar could be done using supplied-air or self-cortained apparatuses, this
exemption will most 11kely reduce the individual or cumulative occupational
radiation exposures at the Grand Gulf Nuclear Station by decreasing worker time
spent in radiatfon areas. The exemption does not affect non-radiological plant
effluents ancd has no other environmental impact. Therefore, the Commission.
concludes that there are no significant environmental 1ﬁpacts associated with

the proposed exemption.
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Since we have concluded there are nc sigrificant environmental fmpacts for
the proposed action, any alternatives with equal or greater environmental impacts
reed nct be evaluated.

The principal alternative would be to deny the requested exemption. Such
an action would not reduce environmental impacts of plant operation.
Alternative Use of Resources:

This action involves nc use of resources not previously considered in the
Firal Environmertal Statement for the Grand Gulf Nuclear Station, Unit 1,
dated September 1681.

Agencies and Persons Consulted:

The NRC staff reviewed the licensee's request and did nct consult with ary
cther agencies or persons.

" FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The Commission has determined not to prepare an environmental impact
statement for the proposed exemption.
| Based upon the foregoing environmental assessment, we conclude that the
proposed action will not have a significant effect on the quality of the human
environment,
For further details with respect to this action, see the épp1ication for exemp-

tfon dated June 29, 1987, as supplemented August 21, 1987, which are available
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for public inspection at the Commission's Public Document Room 1717 H Street,
N.W., Washington, D.C., and at the Hinds Junior College, McLendon Lfbrary,

Raymond, Mississippi 39154,
Dated at Bethesda, Maryland, this 10th day of November, 1987,
FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

Sy

erbert N. Berkow, Director

;. Project Directorate II-2

"Division of Reactor Projects-I/II
0ffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation



