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The Commission has issued the enclosed Order modifying the Orders dated
January 13, 1981 and September 15, 1982 for the Cooper Nuclear Station.
This Order continues in effect the exemption and extends the completion
date for installation of plant modifications needed to comply with the
staff's Acceptance Criteria contained in Appendix A to NUREG-0661 to not
Tater than 90 days after the start of Fuel Cycle 9 (completion of your
1983 refueling outage).

In accordance with your request made by letter dated April 29, 1983,
this extension is granted to provide additional time to take corrective
measures related to the potential existence of unacceptable welds made
on the Mark I containment, modifications in 1982.

*

The issuance of this modifying Order provides an extension of the ex-
emption from General Design Criterion 50 of Appendix A to 10 CFR Part 50
previously granted to the affected licensee on January 13, 1981 as modified
by Order dated September 15, 1982. This exemption concerns the minimum
margins of safety in the containment design. As part of the Mark I
Containment Short-Term Program (STP), the staff determined that a margin

of safety of at least two in the containment design was sufficient to
assure the containment function in the event of a design basis loss-of-
coolant accident (LOCA) and, therefore, provided an adequate basis for
continued plant operation until the completion of the Long-Term Program
(LTP). The objective of the LTP, which will be completed when the
provisions of the enclosed Order are satisfied, is to restore the originally
intended margins of safety in the containment design.

A copy of the enclosed Order is being filed with the Office of the Federal
Register for publication.

Sincerely,
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Mr.-Jd. M. Pilant
Nebraska Pubisc Power Di.s<rict .

cc:

Mr. G. D. Wetson, Genera’ Counsel
hebraska Public Power District
P. 0. Box 499 .

Columbus, Nebraska 68601

Mr. Arthur C. Gehr, Attorney
Sr211 & Wilmer :

3100 Valley Center

Phoenix, Arizona 85073

Cooper huclezr Station
ATTN: Mr. L. Lessor
: Station Superintendent
P. 0. Box ¢°8
Brownville, hebr2ska ©8321

Auburn Public Library
118 - 15th Sireet ’
Euburn, Nebraska 58305 '

Directer

iebraska Dept. of Eawvironmental Control
P. 0. Box 24277, Stzte House Staztion
Lincoln, Kebreska: 6E30¢%

Fr. Wwilliam Siebert, Commissioner
Nz=aha County 3oarc of Commissioners
Nemaha County Courthouse

Auburn, hebraska 6%305

¥r. Dennis Dubois

USNRC
Resident Insnector
P. 0. Box 218

Brownville, NE 68321

U. S. Environmentzl Protection Agency
. Regicn VII Office

Regional Radiation Representative

324 Eezst 11th Street

Kansas City, MO 64106

e

-John T, Collins

Regional Administrator, Region IV
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 1000
Arlington, Texas 76011



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

. -NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION .
In the Matter of

NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT Docket No. 50-298

[ g g

{Cooper Nuclear Station)

Modification of -
January 13, 1981 and
September 15, 1982 Orders

The Nebraska Public Power District (the Iicensee) is the holder of Facility
Operating License-No. DPR-46 which authorizes the licensee to operate the
Cooper Nuclear Station at power levels not in excess of 2381 megawatts N

thermal (rated power). The facility is a boiling water reactor located at

+the licensee's site in Nemaha County, Nebraska.

Il.
On January 13, 1981 the Commission issued an Order modifying the license
requiring: 1) the licensee to promptly assess the'suppression pool hydrodynamic
loads in accordance with NED0-24583-1 and the Acceptance Criteria contained
in Appendix A to NUREG-0661; and 2) design and install eny'plant modifications
needed to assure that the facility conforms to the Acceptance Criteria contained

in Appendix A to NUREG-0661. The Order, published in the Federal Register

on January 28, 1981 (46 FR 9286) required installation of any plant modifica-
tions needed to provide compliance with the Acceptance Criteria in Appendix
A to NUREG-0661 be completed not later than September 30, 1982, or, if the

plant is shutdown on that date, before the resumption of power thereafter.

On September 15, 1982 the Commission issued an QOrder modi fying the completion date
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specified in Section V of the January 13, 1981 Order. The Order, published in
the Federal Regdster on September 27, 1982 (47FR42478) chaﬁged the completion
date to prior to the start of Cycle 9 (at the completion of the licensees

1983 refueling outage).

ITI.
On October 31, 1979, the staff issueéd an initial version of its acceptance
criteria to the affected licensees. These criteria were subsequently revised
in February 1980 to reflect acceptable alternative assessment techniques
which would enhance the implementatioﬁ of this program. fhroughout.the
development of these acceptance criteria, the staff has worked closely with
the Mark I Owners éroup in order to encburage plaﬁt-unique assessments and

-~

modifications to'be undertaken.

Since the development d% these acceptance criteria significant progress has
been made and it was the intent of the licensee to meet the extension daté
specified in the September 15, 1982 Order. However, as identified in an
April 29, 1983 letter, unacceptable welds on Mark I containment modifications
performed in 1982 have been found which are under evaluation and may require

corrective measures.

Thfs potential rework of an existing modifjcation would be theionly item
identified in the Mark I Long Term Program not compieted. A1l of the major
modifications, which are those associated with the torus, vent system, internal
structures and safety relief valve piping will have been completed. A1l of the
torus attgfhed piping modifications and minor modifications will have also been

completed.
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The Commission believes that since all the modifications will have been
completed except for %he rework of an existing mddificatio; most of the
intended margins of safety of the containment systems will have been achieved.
In considération of the range of modification completion dates presented in
SECY-81-678 that was approved by the Commission, the Commission has concluded

that the licensee's proposed completion schedule is both responsive and

practicable.

The Commission has therefore determined to modify the January 13, 1981

Order, as modified by the Order of September 15, 1982, to extend the previously
imposed completion dates for needed plant modifications. This Order

continues in effect ﬁhe exemption to General Design Criteria 50 of

Appendix A to 10 CFR Part 50 granted on January 13, 1981.

The Commission has determined that good cause exists for the extension of
that exemption, that such extension is authorized by law, will not endangeq'
1ife or property or the common defense and security, and is in the public

interest.

Iv.

Accordingly, pursuant to the Aiomic Energy Act of 1954, as awended, in-

cluding Sections 103 and 1611, and the Commission's regulations in 10 CFR

Parts 2 and 50, IT IS ORDERED that the completion date specified in Section

V of the January 13, 1981, "Order for Modification of License and Grant of

Extensign of Exemption," as modified by the Order of September 15, 1982,
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is hereby changed to read as follows: "Not later that 90 days after the ’
start of Cycle 9." The Order of January 13, 1981, except ds modified herein,

remains in effect in accordance with its terms.

V.
The licensee may request a hearing on this Order within 30 days of the

date of publication of this Order in the Federal Register. A request

for hearing shall be submitted to the Director, Office of Nuclear Re-
actor Regulation, U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Washington, .D.C.
20555. Copies of the request shall also be sent to the Secretary of the

Commission and the Executive Legal Director at the same address,

If a hearing is.requésted by the licensee, the Commission will issue

.an order designating the time and place of any such hearing. If a

hearing is held, the issue to be considered at such a hearing shall be
whether the completion date specified in Section V of the January 13, 1981,
"Order for Modificatisn of License and Grant Extension of Exemption," Shou]d

be changed to "Not later than 90 days after the Start of Cycle 9.*

This Order shall become effective upon expiration of the period within
which a hearing may be requested or, if a hearing 1s reguested, on the
date specified in an order issued following further proceedings on this

Order.

FOR_THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

Rebert’A. Purple,: Deputy. Director
Division of Licensing
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Date at Bethesda, Maryland
This 5th day of May 1983.



