
May 15, 2002

Carol Copeyon
USFWS
315 South Allen Street
Suite 322
State College, PA 16801

Dear Ms. Copeyon

RE: Information Section 7 consultation for proposed decommissioning of Cabot Reading
site in Reading, Burerks County, PA. 

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC’s) staff is requesting the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service’s comments regarding impacts to endangered and threatened species and
critical habitat in the vicinity of Cabot Reading facility in Reading, Pennsylvania.  The NRC is
considering Cabot Reading Corporation (the Licensee) request for license termination for the
Reading facility.  The Reading facility was licensed by Atomic Energy Commission, predecessor
to the NRC.  The facility is located in Reading, Pennsylvania east of the Schuylkill River, Berks
County.  The site consists of the area containing radiological slag and slag mixed with soil and
debris.  The areal extent of the site is approximately 2/3 acre.  A site location is provided in the
attachment.  

The licensee, in accordance with NRC decommissioning regulations, has submitted a
Decommissioning Plan (DP) for NRC approval.  The DP documents the actions that the
licensee plans to undertake to terminate the license.  The licensee has proposed no
decommissioning activities at the site due to the fact that the potential exposure levels for
current condition and any reasonable future conditions involving unrestricted use are all below
the 25 millirem per year criteria for unrestricted releases.  

The DP is currently being reviewed by NRC staff in order to assure compliance with NRC’s
environmental health and safety regulations.  As part of the review, the NRC is required to
complete an environmental assessment associated with the acceptance and approval of the
DP. 

The NRC requests your assistance in completing this EA. The NRC wishes to receive your
comments regarding the presence of any endangered or threatened species or critical habitat
that may exist at the Cabot Reading site.  Also, the NRC would like to receive your comments
regarding any impacts to relevant species or habitat that you identified from decommissioning
the Cabot Reading site for incorporation into the EA.  If impacts are identified, please provide
the measures you would find acceptable to avoid or mitigate impacts.
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If you have any comments regarding the NRC’s license termination review at the Cabot
Reading site, please provide them within 30 days so they may be fully considered.  If you
require additional information please contact Rebecca Tadesse at (301) 415-6221.  Thank you
for your assistance.  To facilitate your response, an electronic copy of this letter was e-mailed to
you.  

 Sincerely,

/RA/

David Solorio, Acting Chief
Special Projects Section
Decommissioning Branch
Division of Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Material Safety 
  and Safeguards

Attachment:
1) USGS Topographic
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