
Socony Mobil Oil Companu, Inc.  

150 EAST 42ND STREET. NEW YORK 17. N. Y.  

May 29, 1961 

U. S. Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington 25, D. C.  

Attention: Director, Division of Licensing 
and Regulation 

Dear Sir: 

We have noted with interest the proposed regulation: 
Reactor Site Criteria (10 CFR Part 100) as published in the 

Federal Register (26 FR 1224). We concur fully with the basic 

objectives as stated there, namely: 

(a) "Serious injury to individuals off-site should 

be avoided if an unlikely, but still credible, 
accident should occur.  

(b) Even if a more serious accident (not normally 
considered credible) should occur, the number 
of people killed should not be catastrophic.  

(c) The exposure of large numbers of people in 
terms of total population dose should be low." 

The question, of course, is how to achieve these valid objectives 

while still permitting practical reactor siting for commercial 

use and therefore for public good.  

We view with concern the Site Evaluation Factors 

(Sec. 100.10), especially as they are interpreted by example 

in Appendix "A" of the proposed regulation. This approach 

appears to minimize the possible contributions to safety by 

advances in design, and to maximize the value of isolation.  

We believe this approach unrealistically undervalues scientific 

and engineering skill, both present and future.  

our direct interest derives from our research programs 

aimed at discovering and developing applications of nuclear 

radiation and nuclear heat for chemical and petroleum processing.
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TO: U. S. Atomic Energy -2- P1y A•, -7V.  
Commission 

we are hopeful .hat this effort will lead to important methods 

of producing goods and services. To realize the potential of 

nuclear radiation and nuclear process heat in the petroleum 

and chemical industries, optimal integration with existing 

manufacturing complexes almost certainly will be imperative.  
our nation's most favorable locations for process industry 
already have been identified and developed because of natural 
advantages such as availability of raw materials, water and 

transportation. These locations, for obvious reasons, have in 

turn become major population centers. Even if a few locations 

can be found which now meet the requirements of the proposed 

reactor siting regulations, and which are endowed by nature 
with the other requirements, installation of major manufactura-±±• 

facilities will be followed very promptly by the rapid population 

growth so natural to such centers.  

We urge reconsideration of the proposed siting 

regulau-Lvi,, especially as exemplified in Appendix "A". We 

believe that regulations permitting reasonable regulatory and 

juditical interpretation in terms of desigr safety, together 

with the population density and physical characteristics of the 

site, are imperative if the major peaceful uses of the atom are 

to be realized in the United States.  

yours truly, 

ton H. Clewell 
General Manager 

Research Department
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