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Secretary

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

attn. Rulemakings and Adjudications Staff

CAG@nrc.gov

Dear Sir or Madam:

Please do not site nuclear waste at Yucca Mountain in Nevada.

This act is premature given that the EPA is the federal agency responsible for setting radiation
release, public health, and environmental protection standards. Until such standards are
established a repository can not even be considered.

This is especially important as Nevadans are already exposed to radiation from the Nevada
Test Site and the Beatty "low level" radioactive waste dump. This indicates that whatever
standards are set the standard for the Yucca site will likely have to be stricter to properly protect
Nevadans. Leakage to the air, land and to water supplies must be anticipated and proper
precautions taken.

The proposed rules do not limit the thermal energy output of high-level radioactive waste.
Given that this heat will have 10,000 years to degrade the mountain the highest level of caution
is required.

| am also concerned that the proposed rules appear to weaken DOE accountability. The
public’s right to know all information at all points in the decision making proccess and to
influence what information is gathered is crucial. Given the financial expense of doing this job
right and the human and environmental consequences of even minor errors there is much
incentive for the custodians to keep this affair quiet. This must be a public responsibility, with
those responsible for the day to day decisions confident that they will have the resources and
public confidence to carry out their tasks safely. It is far better to discover problems at the
outset.

Please take the effort to do things right. It may be more difficult now, but it is far easier than
trying to undo the damage later. )

Sincerely,

Dirk De Lu
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