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Secretary Shirley Jackson 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
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RE: OPPOSE Proposed Rule: Disposal of High-Level Radioactive Wastes in a Proposed 

Geological Repository at Yucca Mt., Nevada 

Dear Secretary Jackson: 

We strongly oppose the Proposed Rule: Disposal of H-igh-Level Radioactive Wastes in a 

Proposed Geological Repository at Yucca Mt., Nevada, We believe this proposed rule in 

not in the public interest, and should be withdrawn..  

We believe the EPA is more highly qualified-to determine the proper radiation exposure 

standards than the NRC. In fact, the Energy Policy Act of 1992 makes this a legal 

mandate, that the EPA should set thesestandards.  

We believe the proposed rule should require more stringent standards for radiation 

releases in order to protect the public health and future generations. They should 

definitely be more" stringent than for the Waste Isolation Pilot Project. They should 

protect the water supply for 10,000 years, and allow for the uncertainties of future human 

intrusion.  

One. critical source of risk would be the high thermal energy output of the casks. We 

believe there should be a prescribed limit for thermal energy output per unit area for the 

high-level radioactive waste storage.  

The NRC should withdraw this proposed rule until the EPA sets the appropriate radiation 

standards. Then the NRC could issue its repository licensing rule compatible with EPNs, 

Sincerely, 

Pat Bimie, Chair 
WILPF Environment Committee 
5349 W. Bar X Street 
Tucson, AZ 85713 
Ph/Fx 520-908-9269
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