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Ladies and Gentlemen:

Entergy Operations, Inc. (EQI) is pleased to submit comments to the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) on the proposed 10 CFR Part 63 Rulemaking,
Disposal of High-Level Radioactive Wastes in a Proposed Geologic Repository
at Yucca Mountain, Nevada, 64 Federal Register 8,640 (February 22, 1999). EOI
operates five nuclear power generating units in Arkansas, Louisiana, and
Mississippi.

EOI! endorses the comments being provided by the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) on
the proposed rule. EOI also makes the following specific comments:

¢ NRC should continue to move forward with 10 CFR Part 63 at this time in order
to support a timely licensing process.

o We recommend that the NRC adopt a less formal legislative-style hearing
process for the repository licensing.

e EOI endorses the risk-based standard proposed by NRC that specifies the use of
probabilistic calculations to demonstrate compliance with dose criteria.

e EOI endorses the concept that total system performance should provide the
basis for evaluating the suitability of Yucca Mountain for development of the
spent commercial fuel and high-level waste repository. Elimination of Yucca
Mountain subsystem criteria is appropriate.
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EOI endorses a number of specific improvements suggested by NEI regarding the
proposed rule’s specified biosphere and receptor characteristics, multistage
licensing process, and post repository closure “expected annual dose” performance
objective.

¢ EOI endorses NEI's recommendations for changes in the performance objective
for human intrusion, the specified requirements for performance confirmation,
and the required compliance period.

e EOI endorses NEI's recommendations for specific clarifying language regarding
construction records, tests, consideration of design alternatives in performance
assessment, and conditions of license.

EOI appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments. Please contact Frank
Rives at (601 368-5750 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

. C. M. Dugger (W-3)
Mr. R. K. Edington (RBS)
Mr. W. A. Eaton (GGNS)
Mr. C. R. Hutchinson (ANO)

J.

Mr. J. R. McGaha (ECH)

Mr. G. F. Dick, NRC Project Manager (Entergy)

Ms. J. L. Dixon-Herrity, NRC Senior Resident Inspector (GGNS)
Mr. T. R. Farnholtz, NRC Senior Resident Inspector (W-3)
Mr. R. J. Fretz, NRC Project Manager (RBS)

Mr. N. D. Hilton, NRC Project Manager (ANO-1)

Mr. K. M. Kennedy, NRC Senior Resident Inspector (ANO)
Mr. E. W. Merschoff, NRC Region IV Regional Administrator
Mr. M. C. Nolan, NRC Project Manager (ANO-2)

Mr. C. P. Patel, NRC Project Manager (W-3)

Mr. G. D. Replogle, NRC Senior Resident Inspector (RBS)
Mr. S. P. Sekerak, NRC Project Manager (GGNS)



