
May 29, 2002

The Honorable John Breaux
United States Senate
Washington, DC  20510-4904

Dear Senator Breaux:

I am responding to your letter of April 2, 2002, which enclosed a letter from one of your
constituents, Mr. Huey Savage of Savage Systems, Inc., to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC).  Mr. Savage is concerned that an NRC investigation is delaying his ability
to sell luminous archery sights that contain tritium, a radioactive material, and this delay is
having an adverse impact on his business.

NRC safety regulations require that consumer products containing radioactive material, such as
these luminous archery sights, be initially distributed by an organization licensed by NRC.  In
this case, Mr. Savage wishes to obtain the sights from an NRC licensee, Meprolight, Inc., in
New York.  Based upon an NRC inspection, it appears that Meprolight previously made
unauthorized distribution of the sights containing tritium to Savage Systems, and those findings
need to be addressed.  In a Confirmatory Action Letter (CAL) to Meprolight, Inc., dated
November 15, 2001, NRC documented Meprolight’s commitment to cease distribution of those
tritium sights until the device registration certificate has been amended to include those sights
and the distribution license has been amended.  Meprolight applied to NRC for the required
amendments in late January 2002.  It is NRC’s policy that the review of applications of this type
be completed within six months.  NRC is on track to complete this review in four months.

The staff has been in telephone contact with Mr. Savage and has been keeping him informed of
our progress.  In the most recent conversation, Mr. Savage was informed that the archery sight
reviews should be completed by the end of May 2002.  We will continue to keep your
constituent informed of our progress and are working to resolve this case expeditiously. 

I trust that this information responds to your constituent’s concerns.

Sincerely,

/RA by William F. Kane Acting For/

William D. Travers
Executive Director
  for Operations
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