
May 6, 2002

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE   PNO-II-02-019

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of possible safety or public interest
significance.  The information is as initially received without verification or evaluation, and is basically all that is 
known by Region II staff (Atlanta, Georgia) on this date.

Facility Licensee Emergency Classification

University of Alabama Notification of Unusual Event
(An Agreement State Licensee) Alert
Birmingham, Alabama Site Area Emergency
Dockets/License: Alabama License No. 266 General Emergency

X Not Applicable

Subject: RECEIPT OF CONTAMINATED PACKAGE

On May 3, 2002, the licensee notified the Headquarters Operations Officer of the receipt of a package having
removable radioactive contamination on its external surface, determined by a wipe sample to be at a
maximum level of 150,000 disintegrations per minute per 100 square centimeters..

The package was received on the afternoon of May 2, 2002 from Central Pharmacy Services, Inc., Alabama
Radioactive Materials License No. 1168, and contained unit doses of technicum-99m, and a vial of iodine-131. 
No contamination was found on any of the internal surfaces of the container or its contents.  Spectral analysis
of the contamination confirmed that the isotopic source of the contamination to be Technicum-99m.  The
package was isolated by the licensee over the weekend, and Central Pharmacy Services, Inc. representatives
retrieved the package this morning.

The cause of this event is being investigated by the State staff; however, preliminary results confirmed that no
further contamination was found at the licensee’s facility, the transport vehicle, or the pharmacy facilities. 
Hence, this appears to be an isolated event, and the contamination found was confined to a magnetic
Department of Transportation transport label which was affixed to the external surface of the package.  

The State is continuing in its evaluation of this event.

This information is current as of Monday, May 6, 2002, 12:30 p.m., EDT.

CONTACT: Robert E. Trojanowski
(404) 562-4427


