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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555

bR 'R e : APR 3 O 1982
Docket No. :~:€0-498/499

Mr. G. W. Oprea, Jr.

Executive Vice President

Houston Lighting and Power Comparty
P. 0. Box-#700 -

Houston, ngas 77001

Dear Mr. Oprea:

Subject: -Order Extending Construction Completion Dates - South Texas
Project, Units 1 and 2

In response to your request of March 12, 1982, the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission has issued an Order extending the construction completion
dates for the South Texas Project, Units 1 and 2. The referenced
Order extends the latest construction completion date specified in
CPPR-128 to December 31, 1987 and CPPR-129 to December 31, 1989.

Copies of the Order and the staff's evaluation are enclosed for your
information. The Order has been transmitted to the Office of the Federal
Register for publication.

Sincerely,

g .-
-

N ‘:L_'.:"/v‘-—»" . '_«—x:?i":k-———
_""“Darrell G. Eisenhut, Director

. " Division of Licensing

. Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosures:

As stated

cc: See next page.

e,




Mr. G. W. Oprea, Jdr.

Executive Vice President

Houston Lighting and Power Company
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Mr. J. H. Goldberg

Yice President - Nuclear Engineering
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Houston Lighting and Power Company

P. 0. Box 1700 -

Houston, Texas 77001

Mr. D. G. Barker

Manager, South Texas Project
Houston Lighting and Power Company
P. 0. Box 1700

Houston, Texas 77001

Mr. M. L. Borchelt

Central Power and Light Company
P. 0. Box 2121

Corpus Christi, Texas 78403

Mr. R..L~ Hancock

City of Austin

Electric Utility Department
P. 0. Box 1088

Austin, Texas 78767

Mr. J. B. Poston

Assistant General Manager for Operations
City Public:Service Board

P. 0. Box 1771

San Antonio, Texas 78296

Jack R. Newman, Esq. .
Lowenstein, Newman, Axelrad & Toll
1025 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

Melbert Schwarz, Jr., Esq.
Baker & Botts

One Shell Plaza

Houston, Texas. 77002

Director

Governor's Budget & Planning Office
Executive Office Building

411 West 13th Street

“Austin, Texas 78701

SOUTH TEXAS

Mrs. Peggy Buchorn

Executive Director . :
Citizens for Equitable Utilities, Inc.
Route 1, Box 1684

Brazoria, Texas 77422

William S. Jordan, III Esq
Harmon & Weiss _
1725 1 Street, N.W.

Suite 506

Washington, D.C. 20006

Brian Berwick, Esq. .

-Assistant Attorney General
Environmental Protection Division
P. 0. Box 12548
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Austin, Texas 78711

William M. Hill
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The Honorable Bert 0'Connell
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Matagorda County Courthouse
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Citizens Concerned About Nuclear Power
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San Antonio, Texas 78233

Mr. Cloin Robertson

Manager, Nuclear Licensing

Houston Lighting and Power Company
P. 0. Box 1700

Houston, Texas = 77001

Charles Halligan

Bechtel Corporation

P. 0. Box 2166

Houston, Texas 77001

Chairman

Texas Public Utility Commission
7800 Shoal Creek Boulevard
Suite 400N

Austin, Texas 78757




HOUSTON LIGHTING AND POWER COMPANY, ET. AL.

SOUTH TEXAS PROJECT, UNITS 1 AND 2

. DOCKET NOS. 50-498/499

-
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ORDER EXTENDING CONSTRUCTION COMPLETION DATES

Houston Lighting and Power Company, the City Public Service Board of San
Antonio, Tefgg, Central Power and L;ght Company, and the City of Austin, Texas, ;
are the ho]éers of Construction Permits No. CPPR-128 and CPPR-129 issued by
the Nuclear Ré§u]atony Commission on December 22, 1975 for the South Texas
Project, Units 1 and 2. This facility is pre;ent]y under construction at
the applicants' site in Matagorda County, Texas.

\ By letter dated March 12, 1982, Houston Lighting and Power Company filed a
request for extension of the latest constructfon completion date for the facility.
This request is to extend the latest completion date to December 31, 198;\ ‘
for Uni;fJ\and to December 31,1989 for Unit 2.

Housgéﬁ Cighting and Power Company stated that this extension is requested
because construction has been delayed dﬁe to:

(1) Replacement of Brown and Root as Architect/Engineer and Construction

Manager<by Bechtel Power Corporation.

~

N\

(2} Replacement of Brown and Root as constructor by Ebasco Services, Inc.

(3) The design of the project did not proceed as quickly as expected, the
scope of*the construction work was more extensivé than originally estimated,
and exéected unit construction rates were not achieved, in part due to
changes in_compliexity attributable to evolving regulatory requirements,

as were experienced by other nuclear power plants of the same vintage.
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{4) Certain concrete placement and welding activities were suspended by HL&P
in ]979-80;as a result of investigations that disclosed problems relating

to those activities.

Corrective measures had heen implemented and a 1imited resumption of these

-~

activitiss had begun prior to the decision to remove Brown & Root as
>

Architect/Engineer and Construction Manager.

—
.

(5) Proagress on the South Texas Project has heen essentially halted since
December, 1981, as a consequence of Brown & Root's withdrawal as constructor.

* Prior public notice of this extension was not required since the Commission

A Y

has determinéd that this action involves no significant hazards consideration;
good cause has been shown for the delays; and the requested extension is‘for

a reasonab1e period of time. Tﬁg staffs conclusions are set forth in the MRC

~

staff'sfévilua}ion of the request for extension.
The Commission has determined that this action will not result in any
significant enviromental impact and, pursuant to 10 CFR 51.5(d){4), an

environmental impact statement, or negative declaration and environmental

.
%

ijmpact appraisal, need not be prepared in connection with this action.

¥
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The NRC staff's evaluation of the request for extensfon of the construction
permit is available fo} public inspection at the 6ommission's Public Document
Room, 1717 H Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20555, at the Bay City Library,

1900 Fifth Street, Bay City, Texas 77414 and at the Austin Public Library,
810 GuadalupiStréet, Austin, Texas"78768..

1T 1S HEREBY ORDEREDL that the latest‘comp]etion date for CPPR-128 is extended

from May 31, 3982 to December 31, 1987 and for CPPR-129 ffom October 31, 1983

to December 31, 1989. ‘
FOR TH: NUCLEAR REGULATORY

/G"Darre]] G. Eisenhut, Director
Division of Licensing .,
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulatlon

A

Date 6f?}§suance: APR 3 0 1982 °
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* Evaluation of a Request for Extension of
Construction Permits Nos. CPPR-128 and CPPR-129
for the South Texas Project, Units 1 and 2
Docket Nos. 50-498 and 50-499
Introduction

>
Construction Permits CPPR-128 and CPPR-128 were issued on December 22, 1975 to
Houston Lighting and Power Company, the City Public Service Board of San Antonio,
Texas, Central.Power and Light Company, and the City of Austin, Texas, authorizing

the construction of the South Texas Project, Units 1 and 2. The latest date

for completion of the Construction of this facility, as stated in the permits,
was May 31, 1982 for Unit 1 and October 31, 1983 for Unit 2. On March 12,
1982, Houston Lighting and Power Company filed a request for extension of

the latest construction completion dates to December 31, 1987 for Unit 1 and
December 31, 1989 for Unit 2.

Discussion

.

he

In its application for extension of the construction completion dates, Houston

Lighting and Power Company indicated a number of factors that are responsible

for the deldy in completion of construction activities. These are:

(1) Replacement of Brown and Root as Architect/Engineer and Construction
Manager by Bechtel Power Corporation. :

(2) Replacement of Brown and Root as constructor by'Ebasco Services, Inc.

(3) The design of the project did not proceed as quickly as expected, the
scope of the construction work was more extensive than originally estimated,
and expected unit construction rates were not achieved, in part due to changes
in complexity attributable to evolving regulatory requirements, as were
experienced by other nuclear power plants of the same vintage.

(4) Certain concrete placement and welding activities were suspended by HL&P

in 1979-80 as a result of investigations that disclosed problems reiating
to those activities.

Corrective measures had been implemented and a limited resumption of
these activities had begun prior to the.decision to remove Brown & Root
as Architect/Engineer and Construction Manager.

(5) Progress on the South Texas Project has been essentially halted since
December, 1981, as a consequence of Brown & Root's withdrawal as constructor.
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Collectively these factors have led Houston Lighting and Power to conclude
that construction completion and the fuel load date will be delayed until
December 1986 for Unit 1 and December 1988 for Unit 2. Adding a contingency
factor of twelve months leads to the requested extension to December 31, 1987
for CPPR-128 (Unit 1) and December 31, 1989 for CPPR-129 (Unit 2).

The NRC staff has reviewed the information provided in Houston Lighting and

Power Company's submittal and concludes that the factors discussed above constitute
good cause for granting the requested extension. The staff has evaluated each
factor contribyting to the construction delay and concurs with the Permittee

as to the reasonableness of time estimated for the delay. As a result of

the staff's review of the Final Safety Analysis Report to date, and considering
the nature of the detays, the staff has identified no areas of significant

safety consideration in connection with the extension of the construction

compl etion dates for the South Texas Project, Units 1 and 2. The only change
proposed by the Permittee to the existing construction permit is an extension

of the latest construction completion dates. This extension will not allow

any work to be performed involving new safety information of a type not considered
by, previous Commission safety reviews of the facility and that is not already
allowed by the existing construction permits. Therefore, the staff finds

that (1) this action does not involve a significant hazards consideration,

(2) prior public notice of this action is not required, (3) there is reaspnable
assurance that the health and safety of the public will not be endangered by

the requested extension of the construction completion dates, and (4) good

cause exists for issuance of an Order extending the construction completion

-

da te . “"\,_‘-\ N

e
~ T,
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Conclusion

-

For the reasons stated above, the staff concludes that issuance of an Order
extending the latest construction completion dates for the South Texas Project
Units 1 and 2, as set forth in CPPR-128 and CPPR-129 to December 31, 1987

and December 31, 1989 respectively is reasonable and should be authorized.

Dated: APR 3 0 108z

~
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i Harcld » Zenton, Cirector

Nffice Of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
U.5. Nuclear Regulatory Camission
washington, DC 20555

CONSTRUCTTON PERMIT NOS CPPR-128 &
CPPR-129

Dear My Denton:

Pursuant to 10 CFR 50.35(b) and 42 USC 2235, Houston laghting & Power
Company (HLAP), as Project Manager for the South Texas Project, actino for it-
self and for the City of San Antopio, Taas (acting by and thwough the City
"ublic Service Board of San Antonio), WMaﬂwm.aﬂm
City of Mustin, Texas (Permittees) | ; Teguast et i
corpletion dates for the South Twas Projert (FIP) tnits 1 and 2, be extanded
fram May 31, 1982, to Decesber 31, 1987, for thit 1| and frm October 31, 1983,
to Decamber 31, 19689, for Unit 2.

As we informed you on Septevbar 24, 198), Bachtel Power Qogporation has
been selected to replace Brown & Root, Inc as the Architect/Bngineer and Con-
struction Manac~r. Brown & ROot was to continue to function as constructor. In
early Novembe:r 1981, Hxown & Root advised it was withdrawing from the project
altogether. In Pebruary, 1982, Ebasco Services, Inc was selacted to be the new
constructor.

The periods required for the construction of the South Texas Project
have been affected by the following factors:

1. The design of the Project did not proceed as quickly as ex-
pected, the scope of the construction work was more extensive
than originally estimated, and expected unit cornstructicn
rates were not achieved, in part due to changes 1n camlexity
attributable to evolving requlator; reguirsments, as were ex-
nerierced by cther nuclear power niants ~f <he same rintace.

Jertaln concrete viacement and welding activitlies wera 3us-
verded T HLAD Ln 1979-80 as a result oFf mvest;::at:cns thas

t,

dose Obef‘ nysClaems re.lating to those acti"itles These sus-
TRRSLONS wer . Soriurmd o Immediate AotLn :,c‘:"".'..‘;:'a datec
eceier (L, 1977, and April 1T, 1S8L, sy Resion IV of tx
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Office of Inspection and Fnforcement (lab). Corrective
measures had heen irplemented and s limited resumntion o
these activities had bequn prior to the decision to reny
droem s Root as Architect/Engineer and Construction Manace: .

- 4ress on the South Texas Project has been essentially
halted since December, 1981, as a consequence of Erown &
Root ‘s withdrawal as constructor.

Qur current schedule provides for resuning non-safety related constrixcti- -
“f June 30, 1982, and safety-related construction by September 30, 1982. we pro-
1t a remaining construction duration to "ready for fuel loading™ of fifty-one
sonths for Unit 1 and seventy-five months for Uhit 2 from the *ime comstructicn
resumes at the site based on the current status »f construction, applicable recent
industry experience, and a partial "rolling-four ters® program.

Attaciment 1 summarizes cur tentative projected castruction schedule.
Bechtel 1s preparing a more definitive schedule which is expected to be available
in July, 1982, and which may result in completion dates earlier than those projected
in this letter.

Nuclear power plant construction experience indicates that a contingancy
wor1od should also be included in these sc'edules. Permittees would provid> £if-
wen months 4s a contingency on each unit. Accordingly, Permittees request thet
CPPR-128 be extended to Decamber 31, 1987, anu CPPR-129 extended to December 31, 1989.

The foregoing constitutes good cause for the extension of the latest com-
wletion dates for CPPR-128 and CPPR-129 as requested herein.

The requested extensions to the latest campletion dates involve no sig-
nificant hazards considerations.

Since the amendments have no safety or envirormental significance, they
fall within Class II under 10 CFR 170.22 for thit 1 and Class I for Unit 2. The
avnropriate fee is therefore $1,600 and our check in that smourt is enclosed.

Your prampt and favorable action on this request will be appreciated.
Very truly yours, A

HOUSTON LIGHTING 5§ DOWER CWMEANY, Procecw Marsses
cf the Scuth Texas Prm-ecz, ctinc hersin —n ov-
half of 1tself and the corher Arviocares, TVE 77
CFOSAN ANTONIC, TEXAS, wtinc o wd thrmuch =i
T OBPLBLIC SEPVITE 3CAFD o7 tre i 2D olar
Somoric, TENTRAL POWER L LI CMPRTL, wrd -
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STATE OF TEXAS

“OUNTY OF HARRIS

GEORGE W. OPREA, JR., being first duly sworn,
deposes and says: That he is Executive Vice-President of
HOUSTON LIGHTING & POWER COMPANY, Project Manacer of the
South Texas Project »nd an Applicant herein; that the fore-
goi~g request for extensions of la +st completion dates,
including Attachment 1 thereto, has besen prepared under his
supervision and direction; that he knows the contents thereof;
and that to the best of his kiowledge and belief said request
and the facts contained therein are true and correct.

“~
DATED: This /3  day of __ M datdh. . 1982.

v
Subsc-ibed and sworn to before me this /&  day

of Marc A, 1982,

£.

My commission expires:
Yuar ¢ 7842

-
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Cprea, Jr.
Goldderg
Dewease
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Barker
Robertson
Frazar

. N. Hilliams
J' : Briskin
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J. T. Collins
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Brian E. Serwick, Esquire
Assistant Attorngy General
for the State of YTexss

?. 0. Box 12548 Sufte 806

Capito! Station Washington, D. €. 20006

Austin, Texas 78711

Lanny Sinkin Citizens for Equitatle Utilities, Inc.
Citizens Concerned About Nuclear Power ¢/o Ms. Peggy Bucnorm

$106 Cass Ore Route I, Bcox 1632

San Antonic, Texas 78232 Brazo~ia, Texas 7782:

Jay Gutierrez, Esquire

Hearing Att:rney

Cffice of the Executive Lega! Director

i, 5. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

sashington, 0. €. 20555 Revision Cate 2.22.22



