
,o UNITED STATES 

0 NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555 

"APR 3 0 1982 

Docket No. :-,960-498/499 

Mr. G. W. Oprea, Jr.  
Executive Vice President 
Houston Lighting and Power Compaffy 
P. 0. Box_l7OO 
Houston, Tsxas 77001 

Dear Mr. OpIrea: 

Subject: Order Extending Construction Completion Dates - South Texas 
Project, Units 1 and 2 

In response to your request of March 12, 1982, the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission has issued an Order extending the construction completion 
dates for the South Texas Project, Units 1 and 2. The referenced 
Order extends the latest construction completion date specified in 
CPPR-128 to December 31, 1987 and CPPR-129 to December 31, 1989.  

Copies of the Order and the staff's evaluation are enclosed for your 
information. The Order has been transmitted to the Office of the Federal 
Regi~ster for publication.  

Sincerely, 

"*Darrell G. Eisenhut, Director 
"Division of Licensing 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

Enclosures: 
As stated 

cc: See next page.  
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HOUSTON LIGHTING AND POWER COMPANY, ET. AL.  

SOUTH TEXAS PROJECT, UNITS I AND 2 

DOCKET NOS. 50-498/499 

ORDER EXTENDING CONSTRUCTION COMPLETION DATES 

Houston Lighting and Power Company, the City Public Service Board of San 

Antonio, Texa4, Central Power and Light Company, and the City of Austin, Texas, 

are the holders of Construction Permits No. CPPR-128 and CPPR-129 issued by 

the Nuclear Regulatory Conmnission on December 22, 1975 for the South Texas 

Project, Units 1 and 2. This facility is presently under construction at 

the applicants' site in Matagorda County, Texas.  

By letter dated March 12, 1982, Houston Lighting and Power Company filed a 

request for extension of the latest construction completion date for the facility.  

This request is to extend the latest completion date to December 31, 1987 

for Unit- and to December 31,'1989 for Unit 2.  

Houst-n Lighting and Power Company stated that this extension is requested 

because construction has been delayed due to: 

(1) Replacement of Brown and Root as Architect/Engineer and Construction 

Manageriby Bechtel Power Corporation.  

(2) Replacement of Brown and Root as constructor by Ebasco Services, Inc.  

(3) The design of the project did not proceed as quickly as expected, the 

scope of'the construction work was more extensive than originally estimated, 

and expected unit construction rates were not achieved, in part due to 

changes incomplexity attributable to evolving regulatory requirements, 

as were experienced by other nuclear power plants of the same vintage.  
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(4) Certain concrete placement and welding activities were suspended by HL&P 

in 1979-8O.as a result of investigations that disclosed Drobleems relating 

to those activities.  

Corrective measures had been implemented and a limited resumption of these 

activitims had begun prior to the decision to remove Brown A Root as 

Architect/Engineer and Construction Manaqer.  

(5) Progress on the South Texas Project has been essentially halted since 

December, 1981, as a consequence of Brown & Root's withdrawal as constructor.  

Prior public notice of this extension was not required since the Commission 

has determined that this action involves no significant hazards consideration; 

good cause has been shown for the delays; and the requested extension is'.For 

a reasonable period of time. The staffs conclusions are set forth in the NRC 

staff's eva&Luation of the request for extension.  

The Commission has determined that this action will not result in any 

significant environmental impact and, pursuant to 10 CFR 51.5(d)(4), an 

environmental imoact statement, or negative declaration and environmental 

impact appraisal , need not be prepared in connection with this action.
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The NRC staff's evaluation of the request for extension of the construction 

permit is available for public inspection at the Commission's Public Document 

Room, 1717 H Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20555, at the Bay City Library, 

190O Fifth Street, Bay City, Texas 77414 and at the Austin Public Library, 

810 Guadalupe Street, Austin, Texas'78768.  

IT IS IikEBY ORDEREU that the latest completion date for CPPR-128 is extended 

from May 31, 4-982 to December 31, 1987 and for CPPR-129 from October 31, 1983 

to December 31, 1989.  

FOR THL NUCLEAR REGULATORY 

I Darrell G. Eisenhut, Director 
Division of Licensing 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

Date bf.'ssuance: APR ,3 0 1982
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UNITED STATES 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
X .WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555 

" Evaluation of a Request for Extension of 
Construction Permits Nos. CPPR-128 and CPPR-129 

for the South Texas Project, Units 1 and 2 
Docket Nos. 50-498 and 50-499 

Introduction 

Construction Permits CPPR-128 and CPPR-129 were issued on December 22, 1975 to 
Houston Lightiný and Power Company, the City Public Service Board of San Antonio, 
Texas, Central-Power and Light Company, and the City of Austin, Texas, authorizing 
the construction of the South Texas Project, Units I and 2. The latest date 
for completion of the Construction of this facility, as stated in the permits, 
was May 31, 1982 for Unit I and October 31, 1983 for Unit 2. On March 12, 
1982, Houston Lighting and Power Company filed a request for extension of 
the latest construction completion dates to December 31, 1987 for Unit 1 and 
DIecember 31, 1989 for Unit 2.  

Discussion 

In its application for extension of the construction completion dates, Houston 
Lighting. and Power Company indicated a number of factors that are responsible 
for the dely in completion of construction activities. These are: 

(1) Replac'ement of Brown and Root as Architect/Engineer and Construction 
Manager by Bechtel Power Corporation.  

(2) Replacement of Brown and Root as constructor by Ebasco Services, Inc.  

(3) The design of the project did not proceed as quickly as expected, the 
scope of the construction work was more extensive than originally estimated, 
and expected unit construction rates were not achieved, in part due to changes 
in complexity attributable to evolving regulatory requirements, as were 
experienced by other nuclear power plants of the same vintage.  

(4) Certain concrete placement and welding activities were suspended by HL&P 
in 1979-80 as a result of investigations that disclosed problems relating 
to those activities.  

Corrective measures had been implemented and a limited resumption of 
these activities had begun prior to the-decision to remove Brown & Root 
as Architect/Engineer and Construction Manager.  

(5) Progress on the South Texas Project has been essentially halted since 
December, 1981, as a consequence of Brown & Root's withdrawal as constructor.  
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Collectively these factors have led Houston Lighting and Power to conclude 
that construction completion and the fuel load date will be delayed until 
December 1986 for Unit I and December 1988 for Unit 2. Adding a contingency 
factor of twelve months leads to the requested extension to December 31, 1987 
for CPPR-128 (Unit 1) and December31, 1989 for CPPR-129 (Unit 2).  

The NRC staff has reviewed the information provided in Houston Lighting and 
Power Company's submittal and concludps that the factors discussed above constitute 
good cause for qranting the requested extension. The staff has evaluated each 
factor contrib ing to the construction delay and concurs with the Permittee 
as to the reasonableness of time estimated for the delay. As a result of 
the staff's review of the Final Safety Analysis Report to date, and considering 
the nature of the delays, the staff has identified no areas of significant 
safety consideration in connection with the extension of the construction 
completion dates for the South Texas Project, Units 1 and 2. The only change 
proposed by the Permittee to the existing construction permit is an extension 
of the latest construction completion dates. This extension will not allow 
any work to be performed involving new safety information of a type not considered 
by, previous Commission safety reviews of the facility and that is not already 
allowed by the existing construction permits. Therefore, the staff finds 
that (1) this action does not involve a siqnificant hazards consideration, 
(2) prior public notice of this action is not required, (3) there is reasonable 
assurance that the health and safety of the public will not be endangeredoby 
the requested extension of the construction completion dates, and (4) good 
cause exis~ts for issualnce of an Order extending the construction completion 
date.  

Conclusion 

For the reasons stated above, the staff concludes that issuance of an Order 
extending the latest construction completion dates for the South Texas Project 
Units 1 and 2, "as set forth in CPPR-128 and CPPR-129 to December 31, 1987 
and December ?Zl , 1989 respectively is reasonable and should be authorized.  

Dated: APPR 198Z
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Sr-HL-AE-EQ' 

TO Haxold R DTrntan, Ciretor March 12 .4Z 
Office Of Nuclear Reactor Reg-ulation 
U.S. Nucixlear Regulaktory Carrnission 
Washington, DC 20$555 

aVPR- 129 

Deair Mr tCrnton: 

Pursuant to 10 (7ER 50.55(b) and 42 LUSC 2235, Husto~n Lighting Powr 
Companwy (ML&P), as Project Manager for the South Tama Project, acting~ bar it
self uand bar the City of San Antoplo, tu acting by and through the Cityy 
Publi~c Service Board of San Antcnoio, and1 m Light Copay* and the 
City of Ausntin, Twamms (Fewites Feu am thast to latet CoaarUticn 
completion dates for the Soluf WOMB UniK()Kts I ad 2, be atne 
fram May 31, 1962, to Dooha 31, 1907, for Unit I. and tom Ocoe 31, 1963, 
to Dscin*ber 31, 1909, for Uniit 2.  

As we informed you an Septeme 24v 1961, #haI se*1Pwr 0,ati has 
been selected to replac Naw & Boot, Inc Of 00'tiw ,10 and Con
structio am 3 v-r. Brow & loot ias to omotbMw lb AIm.$I as*CAm MWO . in 
early Noebt 1961, brunm & Moot advised it *mm "W lamiz from thelproject 
altogether. In ftuasry, 1982, basoor Services, Inc a selected to be the new 
constructor.  

The periods requirLed tar the cntrucion of the South Texas Pro ject 
have been affected by the following factors: 

1. The design of the Project did not proceed as quickly as eex
pected, the soppe of the construction work was more extensivve 
than originally estimated, and expected uniit ccnstruc.tion 
rates were not achieved, in part due to changes in complexit'l 
'attritutable to evolving regulatorV requiremnts, as were ex
-xeriterzcd by other nucle~ar power plnts of tie same :1fltae.  

ir lr79-80 as a resu2it -f ettzrsttew 
dwari~ oset z rsclem rel atina to those act t t.es. 'These sus
nersin wer =f rmerrd On immediate Act ;r. !eners d:ateec 

Deeme 1, 19-9,rand Aazr,! 1, 148C. :rnr~ Reacn 7V of =



OffiCe of lrlspecl .i-n tind ;rnt ect i~ 
measure• had ,hee irqeIt tened ax-d a 1ix;,,ted resU:twon o: 
these activities had begun prior to the decision to r., 

Br ~ bat as Archi. teat /Ergineer ard Const-nat.,,on ~awc 

.:.xress on the South Texas Project has been essentially 
haIt•K since Oecertsr, 1981, as a conseuence of Brw n 
Root s withdrawal as constructor.  

Our current schedule provides for resuming non-safety related ccn st-nti
June 30, 1982, and safety-related coxstruction by Septeittx 30, 1962. We pro

-ýct a ramaining construtlxn duratin to "ready for fuel IoadvW" of fifty-one 
Ounths for Lk•it I and seventy-five mwnith for tiit 2 from the *•Am wcstwtion 
mnwtres at the site bmasd on the current status -)f ----zw 0cm a~ppcable recent 

uidustry experience, and a partial "rollimng-for tes" p•rWam.  

Attachrvnt 1 sumuarizes our tentative projected schedule.  
Bechtcl is preparing a nore definitite schedule which is .qacted to be available 
in July, 1982, and which may result in cmpletion dates eurli•e than thcse projected 
in this letter.  

Nuclear power plant constrwtio experience indicates that a contin•icy 
.od should also be inclued in these sc',ediles. Pernittess;i id prwvi&' fif

cecn months as a contmugncy on each unit. Acc linqly, Peuittes reuest thVt 
L-PPRt-128 be extended to December 31, M9f, dw CPPS-129 extended to Debr 31, 1989.  

The foregoing constitUtes 9=4 cause for the actwusin of the latest ocupAeiron dates for CPPfi-128 and CPPR-129 as requested herein.  

7he requested exftasions to the latest olation dates Uinolve no sici
. ic tnt hazards considerations.  

SirK the aimnamnts have no .sfety or eMi, amtal si• anc they 
fall within Clas Ix under 10 CYR 170.22 for thit 1 aid Class I for Unit 2. The 
avvropriate fee is therefore $1,600 and our chuck in that ammv* is encloed.  

Your prompt and favorable action on this request will be appreciated.  

Very truly yours, 

cif the R-uth Texas Pro-ec:. t. i.r_:. ...  
rlf. of itse-1i1 WYnd the ? b: Art L-, .. ::S. 7.-1 
-F~ &PUN UNVI. SE(AZE- -2~
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_TATE OF TEXAS 

>..,TO cF HARRIS 

GEORGE W. OPREA, JR., being first duly sworn, 
deposes and says: That he is Executive Vice-President of 
HOUSTON LIGHTING 4 POWER COMPANY, Project Manager of the 
South Texas Project Pnd an Applicant herein; that the fore
goin-g request for extensions of La ,st completion dat0s, 
including Attachient I thereto, has bees prep&%*d under his 
supervision and directions ttat he Jumvs the aotents thereof; 
and that to the best of his knowledge and belief said request 
and the facts contained therein are true an correct.  

DATED: This __1 day of ,_ _ 1)82.  

Signed s 

1:;7 

Subsc:ibed and sworn to before me tWs L t day 
o f . ~ .... 1982.  

My corw-ission expiress 
IMA.. # .
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