
     April 30, 2002

The Honorable Michael R. McNulty
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.  20515

Dear Congressman McNulty:

I am responding to your letter dated March 1, 2002, in which you requested Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) assistance in responding to New York State (NYS) Assemblyman Richard
L. Brodsky, regarding issues at the Indian Point Nuclear Power Station.  Assemblyman Brodsky
has requested that NRC and Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) officials
participate in discussions on the Evacuation Plan at Indian Point.

At the federal level, FEMA is responsible for the oversight of offsite emergency preparedness
for nuclear power plants.  NRC is broadly responsible for protection of public health and safety
at and around nuclear facilities.  This responsibility involves direct assessment of onsite
emergency planning and preparedness of the licensees that we regulate, in addition to
oversight of their plant operations and security.  As you are aware, following the terrorist attacks
on September 11, 2001, the NRC immediately advised all nuclear power plants to go to the
highest level of security, which they promptly did.  All plants have remained at this level.  NRC
also issued a number of threat advisories which outlined specific measures that we expected
our licensees to promptly consider and incorporate, as appropriate, in their protective strategy. 
On February 25, 2002, NRC issued Orders to all operating reactor licensees requiring that they
implement interim compensatory measures in response to the continued, generalized high-level
threat environment.  These Orders mandated many of the security measures and features
already implemented in response to the threat advisories.  Part of our response to the
September 11, 2001, attacks has been specifically aimed at assuring that emergency plans are
compatible with the heightened security posture that currently exists at each plant.

We work closely with and support FEMA in their assessment of offsite emergency
preparedness.  NRC and FEMA routinely interact at both the headquarters and regional levels
on issues affecting emergency preparedness.  In the last two years, and particularly in the
aftermath of the September 11th attacks, FEMA, with support from NRC and other federal
agencies, has given special attention to the annual reviews of offsite emergency planning
conducted by responsible State and county organizations.  FEMA and NRC have conducted
numerous meetings and workshops with NYS and county officials to address issues which have
arisen in these reviews.  For example, members of my staff and FEMA recently attended
meetings in Westchester County involving county emergency planning officials, as well as
State, Congressional office, and Entergy representatives.  Additionally, NRC played a lead role
in coordinating and conducting a table-top exercise for the NYS nuclear utilities, county, state
and federal response organizations.  Later this year we will be involved with the state and
counties as they conduct the next federally evaluated emergency exercise at the Indian Point
facility, scheduled for September 24, 2002.  
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NRC and FEMA strive to conduct as much of our work as possible in an open arena.  In
particular, NRC and FEMA have sought to understand the concerns of the citizens and local
officials regarding Indian Point.  In the last two years, NRC has held more than a dozen
significant meetings with Indian Point 2.  These meetings have been open to public observation,
and several of these meetings have involved ample opportunities for public questions and
comments.  Additionally, preceding several of these meetings, we met with local elected
officials to brief them on the issues and answer their questions.

NRC intends to remain engaged with FEMA as they work with the State and counties to review
the offsite emergency plans and address the issues and concerns raised in Assemblyman
Brodsky’s recent report.  We understand that FEMA plans to meet with Assemblyman Brodsky
in the near future to discuss the issues raised in the report.  We are confident that the current
emergency plans are adequate, and that enhancements will continue to be made to those
plans, as appropriate, to assure the protection of the health and safety of the public around
Indian Point.

Sincerely,

     /RA/

William D. Travers
Executive Director for Operations
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