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Mr. John Dolan, Vice President

Indiana and Michigan Electric Company

c/o American Electric Power Service Corporation
1 Riverside Plaza

Columbus, Ohio 43216

Dear Mr. Dolan:

In a letter dated November 29, 1983, the Indiana and Michigan Electric Company
proposed a modification to an earlier Ticense amendment request regarding the
licensing status of the Donald C. Cook Nuclear Plant Operations Superin-
tendent. Our staffs have held several conversations on this matter and it is
our current position that the Technical Specifications Section 6.3 does not
require modification. This is based on two considerations and our interpre-
tation of ANSI N18.1(1971).

The IMEC requests included a permanent exception to ANSI N18.1(1971) so that
new hires in the future for the Operations Superintendent position would be
allowed two years to obtain the prerequisite Senior Operator's License. We
are not inclined to make this permanent exception at this time but will
consider any requests for exception on a case-by-case basis if the need ever
arises again.

The second part of the request which was initiated in our discussions was the
insertion of a statement that the Operations Superintendent need not maintain
his license. The ANSI N18.1(1871) Article 4.2.2 clearly states, "(A)t the
time of . . . appointment to the active position the operations manager shall
hold a Senior Reactor Operator's License." The standard is not clear on
whether the license should remain current. We believe the Operations
Superintendent's knowledge of plant operations should remain current but that
this can be done through effective training and daily interactions. Since
maintaining the SOL would require considerably more effort and might detract
from the overall operations supervision, we also believe the Operations
Superintendent need not maintain the SOL but he should have capable and
licensed individuals reporting to him. This is the case at the Donald C. Cook
Nuclear Plant. We therefore interpret the current Technical Specifications
and ANSI N18.1{1971) as allowing the Operations Superintendant not to maintain
the Senior Operator License.

In this regard, however, the position description for the non-licensed
Operations Superintendent and any other description of duties should clearly
define duties and responsibilities as a non-licensed manager. The 10 CFR
Part 55 is quite specific on, among other things, the definition of operator,
senior operator, controls, and who may direct the Ticensed activities of
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Mr. John Dolan, Vice President NAN 26 1984
Indiana and Michigan Electric Company 2.

licensed operators. The non-licensed Operations Superintendent must assure
that his directions for operations are consistent with the requirements of
10 CFR 55.

We have determined that with the above interpretation of the Technical
Specifications and ANSI N18.1(1971), the proposed change to Section 6.3 and
corresponding change to Figure 6.2-2 are not required.

Sincerely,

arigioal signed b¥3
S. A. Vargs

Steven A. Varga, Chief
Operating Reactors Branch No. 1
Division of Licensing

cc: See attached 1list
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Indiana and Michigan Electric Company

cc: Mr. M, P. Alexich
Vice President
Nuclear Engineering
American Electric Power Service
Corporation
1 Riverside Plaza
Columbus, Chio 43215

Mr. William R. Rustem (2)
Office of the Governor

Room 1 - Capitol Building
Lansing, Michigan 48913

Mr. Wade Schuler, Supervisor
Lake Township
Baroda, Michigan 49101

W. G. Smith, Jdr., Plant Manager
Donald C. Cook Nuclear Plant
Post Office Box 458

Bridgman, Michigan 49106

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Resident Inspectors Office
7700 Red Arrow Highway
Stevensville, Michigan 49127

Gerald Charnoff, Esquire

Shaw, Pittman, Potts and Trowbridge

1800 M Street, N.W,
Washington, DC 20036

Honorable Jim Catania, Mayor

City of Bridgman, Michigan 483106

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Region V Office

ATTN: EIS COORDINATOR
230 South Dearborn Street
Chicago, IL 60604

‘Maurice S. Reizen, M.D.
Director

Department of Public Health
Post Office Box 30035
Lansing, Michigan 48109

Donald C. Cook Nuclear
Plant, Units 1 and 2

The Honorable Tom Corcoran
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

James G. Keppler

Regional Administrator - Region III
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
799 Roosevelt Road

Glen Ellyn, IL 60137



