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Licensee/Facility: Notification:

Houston Lighting & Power Co. MR Number: 4-94-0019
South Texas 2 Date: 03/17/94
Wadsworth,Texas SENIOR RESIDENT INSPECTOR

Dockets: 50-499
PWR/W-4-LP

Subject: DETACHMENT OF BURNABLE POISON RODLETS

Reportable Event Number: N/A

Discussion:

South Texas Project is currently defueled with all fuel in the spent f
uel
pool in the fuel handling building.

On March 15, 1994, at approximately 3:00 p.m. (CST), while shuffling

burnable poison rod assemblies (BPRAs) in the Unit 2 spent fuel pool,
the
licensee discovered that one of the rodlets from the BPRA that had bee
n
located in fuel assembly S16 had become detached from the baseplate an
d
had been left in one of the guide tubes of fuel assembly S16. The

licensee has inspected 63 of the 68 BPRAs moved during this evolution
and
discovered one additional rodlet had been detached and left in fuel

assembly S27. Both S16 and S27 are once-burned fuel assemblies and are

scheduled for use in the Unit 2 Cycle 4 reactor core. The Westinghous
e
design rodlets are attached to the BPRA's baseplate using a fastening

lock nut. The location of the fastening lock nuts from the affected BP
RAs
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is unknown. In addition to inspecting the remaining 5 BPRAs, the

licensee is working with Westinghouse to remove the detached rodlets f
rom
the assemblies, locate the missing fasteners, and to determine how the

rodlets became detached.

Regional Action:

Resident inspectors are following the licensee's action to determine t
he
cause of the detached rodlets in addition to the possibility of this

condition affecting other rod assemblies, including rod cluster contro
l
assemblies.

Contact: Mark A. Satorius (817)860-8141
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