Docket Nos. STN 50-454 DISTRIBUTION
and STN 50-455 Docket FiTe NRC PDR
Local PDR PD#3 Rdg.
S. Varga C. Rossi
Mr. Dennis L. Farrar C. Vogan 0GC
Director of Nuclear Licensing L. Harmon OPA
Commonwealth Edison Company ACRS (10)

Post Office Box 767
Chicago, I11inois 60690

Dear Mr. Farrar:

The Commission has filed the enclosed "Notice of Consideration of Issuance of
Amendments to Facility Operating Licenses and Opportunity for Hearing" with
the Office of the Federal Register for publication. This notice relates

to your request of March 2%, 1987 to amend the Technical Specifications to
Operating Licenses NPF-37 and NPF-66 for Byron Station, Units 1 and 2. The
amendments would revise the provisions of the Technical Specifications to
allow plant operation with the essential service water pump discharge
temperature greater than 80°F, but less than 98°F, with no cooling tower

fans running. Operation in this condition would be allowed during

Ultimate Heat Sink cooling tower performance testing.

Sincerely,

Steven A, Varga, Director
Project Directorate #3
Division of PWR Licensing-A

Enclosure:

Notice of Consideration of
Issuance of Amendment to
Facility Operating License
and Opportunity for Prior
Hearing

cc: w/enclosure
See next page
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Mr. Dennis L. Farrar
Commonwealth Edison Company

cC:

Mr. William Kortier

Atomic Power Distribution
Westinghouse Electric Corporation
Post Office Box 355

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15230

Michael Miller

Isham, Lincoln & Beale
One First National Plaza
42nd Floor

Chicago, I11inois 60603

Mrs. Phillip B. Johnson
1907 Stratford Lane
Rockford, I11inois 61107

Dr. Bruce von Zellen

Department of Biological Sciences
Northern I111inois University
DeKalb, I1linois 61107

Mr. Edward R. Crass

Nuclear Safeauards & Licensing
Sargent & Lundy Engineers

E5 Fast Monroe Street

Chicaco, J1linois 60603

Mr. Julian Hinds

U. S. Nuclear Requlatory Commission
Byron/Resident Inspectors Cffices

4448 German Church Road
Byron, I11inois 61010

Mr. Michael C. Parker, Chief
Division of Engineering
I11inois Department of
NMuclear Safety

1035 Outer Park Drive
Springfield, 111inois 62704

Byron Station
Units 1 and ?

Ms. Diane Chavez
528 Gregory Street
Rockford, I1linois 61108

Regional Administrator, Region III
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
799 Roosevelt Road

Glen Ellyn, I1linois 60137

Joseph Gallo, Esq.

Isham, Lincoln & Beale

Suite 1100

1150 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

Douglass Cassel, Esq.

109 N. Dearborn Street
- Suite 1300

Chicago, I11inois 60602

Ms. Pat Morrison
5568 Thunderidge Drive
Rockford, I11inois 61107

Ms. Lorraine Creek .
Rt. 1, Box 182
Manteno, I1linois 60950



(7590-01)
UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

COMMONWEALTH EDISON COMPANY

DOCKET NOS. STN 50-454 AND 50-455

NOTICE OF CONSIDERATION OF ISSUANCE OF AMENDMENTS TO

FACILITY OPERATING LICENSES AND PROPOSED NO STIGNIFICANT HAZARDS

CONSIDERATION DETERMINATION AND OPPORTUNITY FOR HEARING

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the Commission) is considering
jssuance of amendments to Facility Operating License Nos. NPF-37 and NPF-66,
jssued to Commonwealth Edison Company (the 1icensee), for pperation of Byron
Stations, Units lﬂand 2, respectively, located in Oale County, IT1linois.

The amendmentiproposed by the licensee would change Technical
Specification 3/4.7.5 to allow plant operation with the essential service
water pump discharge temperature greater than 80°F, but less than 98°F, with
no cooling tower fans running. Operation in this cpndition would be a11owed‘
during the Ultimate Heat Sink cooling tower perfoémance testing. This proposed
amendment is in accordance with the licensee's application dated March 24, 198?.

The Commission has made a pro&osed determination that the amendments
request involve no significant hazards consideration. Under the Commission's
regulations in 10 CFR 50.92, this means that operation of the fecilities in
accordance with the proposed amendments would not (1) involve a significant

increase in the probability or consequences of an accident previously evaluated;

or (2) create the possibility of a new of different kind of accident from any

{
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accident previously evaluated; or (3) involve a significant }eduction in a
margin of safety.

Thé proposed amendments involve temporary operation of the essential
service water (ESW) system with the ESW pump discharge teﬁperature greater
than 80°F and no cooling tower fans running. The Timiting previously evaluated
accident which is dependent upon u1timate heat sink cooling is a large break
Joss of coolant accident with loss of ‘offsite power. The probability of
occurrence of a large break loss of coolant accident with loss of offsite °
power is not affected by operation of ESW cooling tower fans.

The consequences of a large break loss of coolant accident with loss of
offsite power wi}l’not be significantly increased by operating the ESW system
with ESW pump discharge temperature greater than 80°F and no cooling tower
fans running. This is because the heat removal capability of the cooling
.towers will ﬁot be reduced by not placing all four fans in operation at the-
time the ESW pump discharge temperature exceeds 80°F. It is not necessary to
start all four fans when the water reaches 80°F during the cooling tower
performance testing because operators involved with conducting this testiwill-
continually be aware of ESW temperature during the test. Cooling tower fans
will be energized as necessary to avoid exceeding 98°F, In any event,
Technical Specification 3/4 7.5 would require a reactor shutdown if 98°F is
exceeded.

Operation of the plant in accordance with these proposed amendments will
not change the desian of the ESW system. Operation of the ESW spystem will

remain within original design 1imits during performance testing of the cooling

.



-3 -

towers. Other systems which depend on ESW cooling will not be affected.
Consequently, performance of the cooling tower testing with an ESW pump
discharge temperature greater than 80°F and no fans running will not create
the possibility of a new or d1fferent kind of acc1dent '

The capability of the ESW system to remove heat w111 not be affected by
operation of the system in accordance with the proposed amendments. As long
as the conling tower fans are started prior to reaching 9g8°F, the temperature
1imit of 98°F will not be exceeded. Therefore, the margin of safety has not
been significantly reduced. ‘

Based on tﬁ? foregoing reasons, the staff Qe]ieves these proposed amendments
involve no significant hazards considerati;ns.

The Commission is seeking public comments on this proposed determination.

Any comments received within 30 days after the date of publication of this

-notice will be considered in making anyv fina1 determination. The Commission

will not normally make a final determination unless it receives a reauest for
a hearing.

Comments should be addressed to the Rules and Procedures Branch, D%yisién
of Rules‘an& Records, Office of Administration, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, Washington, D.C. 20555, and should cite the publication date page

number of this Federal Reafster notice.

By May 11, 1987 , the licensee may file a request for a hearing
with respect to issuance of the amendments to the subject facility operating
licenses and any person whose interest may be affected by thisfbroceeding and

who wishes to participate as 2 party in the proceeding must f11e a written



petition for leave to intervene. Request for a hearing and pétitions for
leave to intervene shall be filed in accordance with the Commission's “"Rules
of Practice for Domestic Licensing Proceedings" in 10 CFR Part 2. If a
request for a hearing or petition for leave to intervene js filed by the above
date, the Commission or an Atomic Safety and Licensing Board, designated by
the Commission or by the Chairman of the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
Panel, will rule on the request and/or-petition and the Secretary or the
designated Atomic Safety and Licensing Board will issue a notice of hearing or
an appropriate order. ‘
As required by 10 CFR §2.714, & pet1t1on for leave to intervene shall set
forth with part1cu1ar1ty the interest of the petitioner in the proceeding, and
how that interest may be affected by the results of the proceeding. The
petition should specifically explain the reasons why intervention should be
permitted with particular reference to the fol}ow1ng factors: (1) the nature
of the petitioner's right under the Act to be made -a party to the proceeding;
(2) the nature and extent of the petitioner's property, financial, or other
interest in the proceeding; and (3) the possible effect of any order which
may be enteréd in the proceeding on the petitioner's interest. The pet1t1on
should also identify the specific aspect(s) of the subject matter of the
proceeding as to which petitioner wishes to intervene.- Any person who has
filed a petition for Jeave to intervene or who has been admitted as a party
may amend the petition without requesting leave of the Board up to fifteen
(15) days prior to the first prehearing conference scheduled in {he
proceeding, but such an amended petition must satisfy the spec1f1c1ty

reocuirements described above.
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Not later than fifteen (15) days prior to the first pfehearing conference
scheduled in the proceeding, a petitioner shall file a supplement to the
petition to intervene which must include a 1ist of the contentions which are
sought to be litigated in the matter, and the bases for'each contention set
forth with reasonable specificity. Contentions shall be limited to matters
within the scope of the amendments under consideration. A petitioner who
fails to file such a supplement which satisfies these requirements with
respect to at least one contention will not be permitted to participate as a_
party.

Those permitted to intervene become parties to the proceeding, subject

to any limitations in the order granting leave to intervene, and have the

opportunity to participate fully in the conduct of the hearing, including the

-opportunity to present evidence and cross-examine witnesses.

If a hearing is requested, the Commissjon will make a final determination
on the issue of no significant hazards consideration. The final determinatibn
will serve to decide when the hearing is held.

1f the final determination-is that the amendments request invo1ve:no
significani hazards consideration, the Commission may issue the amendménts
and make them effective, notwithstanding the request for a hearing. Any
hearing held would take place after issuance of the amendments.

1f the final determination is that the amendments involve 2 significant
hazards consideration, any hearing held would take place before the issuance
of any amendments. f

Normally, the Commission will not issue the amendments ué;i] the expiration

of the 30-day notice period. However, should circumstances cHange durjng the



notice period such that-failure to act in a timely way wou]d.result, for
example, in derating or shutdown of the facility, the Commission may issue the
license amendments before the expiration of the 30-day notice period, provided
that its final determination s that the amendments involve no significant
hazards consideration. The final determination will consider all public and
State comments received. Should the Commission take this action, it will
publish a notice of issuance and provihe for opportunity for a hearing after
issuance. The Commission expects that the need to take this action will occur _
very infrequently.

A request for a hearing or a petition for Ie?ve to intervene must be filed
with the Secretar},af the Commission, U.S. ﬁuclear Regulatory Commission,
Washington, D.C. 20555, Attention: Docketing and Service Branch, or may be
delivered to the Commission's Public Document Room, 1717 H Street, N.W.
Rashington, D.C., by the above date. Where petitions are filed during the .
last ten (10) days of the notice perjod, it is'requested that the petitioner
promptlv so inform the Commission by a tol1-free telephone call to Western
Union at (800) 325-6000 (in Missouri (800) 342-6700). The Western Union .
operator should be given Datagram Jdentification Number 3737 and the following
message addressed to Steven A. Varga, Director, Project Directorate No. 3,
Division of PWR Licensing-A: petitioner's name and telephone number; date
petition was mailed; plant name; and publication date and page number of this
FEDERAL REGISTER notice. A copy of the petition should also be sent to the
Executive Legal Director, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Hasqington, D.C.
20555, and to Michael Miller, Isham, Lincoln and Beale, One F1rst2Nationa1

Plaza, 42nd Floor, Chicago, I1linois 60603, attornev for the licensee. .
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Nontimely filings of petitions for leave to intervene; amended petitions,
supplemental petitions and/or requests for hearing will not be entertained
absent a determination by the Commission, the presiding officer or the
petition and/or request should be granted based upon a balancing of factors
specified in 10 CFR 2.714(a) (1) (i)-(v) and 2.714 (d).

For further details with respect to this action, see the application
for amendments which is available fﬁ} public inspection at the Commission's
Public Document Room, 1717 H Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., and at the
Rockford Public Library, 215 N. Wyman Street, Rockford, I11inois 61103.

Dated at Bethesda, Maryland, this 2 day of April 1987.

'S

-

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

n A. varga, Djr
Project Directorate #
Division of PWR Licegsiyg-A



