
November 23, 1990

Docket No. 50-255 

Mr. Gerald B. Slade 
Plant General Manager 
Palisades Plant 
27780 Blue Star Memorial Hwy.  
Covert, Michigan 49043 

Dear Mr. Slade: 

SUBJECT: PALISADES - ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT 

IMPACT - EXEMPTION FROM REQUIREMENTS OF APPENDIX R TO 10 CFR 

PART 50 (TAC NO. 71852) 

Enclosed is a copy of an "Environmental Assessment and Finding of No 

Significant Impact" for your information. This assessment relates to your 

application dated October 4, 1985, as supplemented August 8, 1990, for 

exemption from the requirements of Appendix R to 10 CFR Part 50 for the 

Palisades Plant.

This assessment has been forwarded 
for publication.

to the Office of the Federal Register 

Sincerely, 

original signed by 

Brian E. Holian, Project Manager 
Project Directorate III-1 
Division of Reactor Project - III, 

IV, V and Special Projects 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosure: 
Environmental Assessment 

cc w/enclosure: 
See next page
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0 -UNITED STATES 
0 •NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

A"; WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555 

November 23, 1990 

Docket No. 50-255 

Mr. Gerald B. Slade 
Plant General Manager 
Palisades Plant 
27780 Blue Star Memorial Hwy.  
Covert, Michigan 49043 

Dear Mr. Slade: 

SUBJECT: PALISADES - ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT 
IMPACT - EXEMPTION FROM REQUIREMENTS OF APPENDIX R TO 10 CFR 
PART 50 (TAC NO. 71852) 

Enclosed is a copy of an "Environmental Assessment and Finding of No 
Significant Impact" for your information. This assessment relates to your 
application dated October 4, 1985, as supplemented August 8, 1990, for 
exemption from the requirements of Appendix R to 10 CFR Part 50 for the 
Palisades Plant.  

This assessment has been forwarded to the Office of the Federal Register 
for publication.  

Sincerely, 

Brian E. Holian, Project Manager 
Project Directorate 111-1 
Division of Reactor Project - III, 

IV, V and Special Projects 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

Enclosure: 
Environmental Assessment 

cc w/enclosure: 
See next page



Mr. Gerald B. Slade 
Consumers Power Company Palisades Plant

cc:

M. I. Miller, Esquire 
Sidley & Austin 
54th Floor 
One First National Plaza 
Chicago, Illinois 60603 

Mr. Thomas A. McNish, Secretary 
Consumers Power Company 
212 West Michigan Avenue 
Jackson, Michigan 49201 

Judd L. Bacon, Esquire 
Consumers Power Company 
212 West Michigan Avenue 
Jackson, Michigan 49201 

Regional Administrator, Region III 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
799 Roosevelt Road 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137 

Jerry Sarno 
Township Supervisor 
Covert Township 
36197 M-140 Highway 
Covert, Michigan 49043 

Office of the Governor 
Room 1 - Capitol Building 
Lansing, Michigan 48913 

Mr. David J. Vandewalle 
Director, Safety and Licensing 
Palisades Plant 
27780 Blue Star Memorial Hwy.  
Covert, Michigan 49043 

Resident Inspector 
c/o U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Palisades Plant 
27782 Blue Star Memorial Hwy.  
Covert, Michigan 49043

Nuclear Facilities and 
Environmental Monitoring 
Section Office 

Division of Radiological 
Health 

P.O. Box 30035 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 

Gerald Charnoff, P.C.  
Shaw, Pittman, Potts & 

Trowbridge 
2300 N. Street, N.W.  
Washington, D.C. 20037 

Mr. David L. Brannen 
Vice President 
Palisades Generating Plant 
c/o Bechtel Power Corporation 
15740 Shady Grove Road 
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20877
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UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

CONSUMERS POWER COMPANY 

PALISADES PLANT 

DCCKET NO. 50-255 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND FINDING OF 

NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

The U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Cormission (the Commission) is considering 

issuance of an amendrent from the requirements of Appendix R to 10 CFR Part 

50 to Consumers Power Company, (the licensee), for the Palisades Plant, 

located in Covert Township, Van Buren County, Michigan.  

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

Identificatir, of Proposed Action: The exemption would grant relief from 

the requirements of Appendix R, Section III.G.(2)(d) as these requirements 

relate to the separation of cables and instrumentation in the Containment 

Air Room. Section III.G(2)(d) of Appendix R would require the subject 

cables and equipment to be separated by 20 feet, free of intervening 

combustibles, since these cables and equipment comprise redundant trains of 

equipment required for post-fire, safe shutdown, of the reactor.  

The exemption is in response to the licensee's application for 

exemption dated October 4, 1985, as supplemented August 8, 1990.  

The Need for the Proposed-Action: The proposed exemption is needed because 

the features described in the licensee's request regarding the existing and 

proposed fire protection at the plant for the Containment Air Room comprise 

the most practical method for meeting the intent of Appendix R; and, literal 

compliance would not significantly enhance the fire protection capability.  
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•rvironm•rtal Inpacts f. the. Prposed Action: The proposed exemptior will 

provide a Kegree of fire protectior such that theye is no increase in the 

risk of fires at this facility. Eased or the ancurt ard type of combustibles, 

and type of ignition source, a fire in the Containment Air Roonm is extremely 

unlikely. If a fire were to occur it would nmst likely be a small self

extiniguishing fire that would generate dense smoke. If a much larger fire 

were to occur, the licensee has analysed its effect or safety related 

instrumentation in the room and shown that sufficient instruments would be 

operable tc safely shutdown the plant. The proposed exemption does not 

include any alterations to the Containment Air Roo. or its existing fire 

protection capatilities; consequertly, the probability of fires has not been 

increased and the potential for post-fire radiological releases will rct be 

greater than previously determined. Additiorally, the proposed exemption does 

not otherwise affect radiological plant effluents. Therefore, the Commissiorn 

concludes that there are no sigrificant radiolcgical environmental impacts 

associated with the proposed exemption.  

With regard to potential nonradiological impacts, the proposed 

exemption involves features located entirely within the restricted area as 

Wefined in 10 CFR Part 20. It does not affect ronradiological plant 

effluents and has no other environ.ental impact. Therefore, the Commission 

concludes that there are no significant nonradiological environmental 

impacts associated with the proposed exem:ption.  

Alternative to the Proposed Action: It has been concluded that there is no 

measurable impact associated with the proposed exemption and associated 

license amendment; any alternatives to the exemption will have either no 

environmental impact or greater environmental impact.
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Alternative Use of Resources: This action involves no use of resources not 

previously considered in the Final Ervirormental Statements for the 

Palisades Plant.  

Agencies and Persons Consulted: The NRC staff reviewed the licensee's 

requests and did riot ccnsult other agencies or persons.  
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANTIMPACT 

The Commission has determined tnot to prepare an environmental impact 

staterien~t for the proposed exemption.  

Based upon the foregoirng environmental assesswent, we conclude that the 

proposed action will not have a significant effect on the quality of the human 

enviroriment.  

For further details with respect to this action, see the application for 

amendment dated October 4, 1985, as supplemented August 8, 1990, which is 

available for public inspection at the Commission's Public Document Room, 

Gelman Building, 2120 L Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. and at the Van Zoeren 

Library, Hope College, Holland, Michigan.  

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 23rd day of November 1990.  

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

Robert C. Pierson, Director 
Project Directorate Ill-1 
Division of Reactor Projects - III, 

IV, V and Special Projects 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation


