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August 21, 2000

Chairman Meserve' I comcur, vith attached edits. |
Commissioner Dicus -
Commissioner Diaz — ;
Commissioner McGaftfigan . Nils J. VAL L]

Commissioner Merrifield ‘ _

From: Annette Vietti-Cook, Secretary

Subject: Letters to Repre‘sentatlvés Sue W. Kelly, Nita Lowéu and
8Benjamen A. Gilman concerns restart of indlan Point 2

ACTION:

Please comment/concur and respond to the Office of the
Secretary by: |

Time: 3:30 p.m.
Day: Tuesday
Date: August 29, 2000

Comment: LETTERS ARE SIMILAR, BUT NOT IDENTICAL. RESPORSE |
TO REP, XELLY LETTER ALSCO ADDRESSES JULY 12 ,
LETTER. :

Contact: Patrick Milano, EDO/NRR
415-1457
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The Honorabie Sue W. Kally
United States Houso of Reprasantatives
Washington, DC 20515-3219

Dear Congresswoman Kelly: 7,

?

. § .
J am responding to your letter of July 11, 2000, in which you and Representatives Gitman and

Lowey requested (1) that the decision on the propcsal by Consclidated Edisen of New York,
Inc. (ConEd), to restart its Indian Point Nuclear Geno&at_ing Unit No. 2 (IP2) with the existing
steam generators be suspended until the investigation by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatary
Commission’s inspector General (IG) and the Gensral Accounting Office (GAOi study are
conciuded and (2} that the final decision on restart be rendared by the full Commission. In your
letter of July 12, 2000, you also request that a Commisgion briefing on the proposed restart of
IP2 be held before a final decision on restart is ‘mede. .

The NRC stat remains focused on its mission to ensure public health and safety. Afthough the
ultimate responsibiﬁty for safe operation rests with the plant operators, the NRC uses its
regulaiory oversight functions to monitor performancs and ensure that licensees comply with
reguiations. As | have stated in the past, the NRC has concluded that pubic health and safety

have been adequately protected at IP2. Howsver, the NRC shares your concem about events

at the plant and recognizes the importance of our continued close attention to ConEd’s

corrective actions for performance probléms. On May 25. 2000, NRC senior managers briefad
the Commission regarding a number of noted weaknesses at IP2 that had led to their -
determination that the plant wamrants oversight as an “agency focus® piant. Bee.ause of this
actit;n. the NRC staff is applying additional rasources and oversight of the licensee’s program

and corrective actions to improve overall sieadasds: The issues identified in your letter were
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included in the staff's assessment when it made the decision to commit additional rescurcss to

IP2, and these areas will be closely monitored in the futura.

As you are aware, ConEd announced its decisicn to replace the existing steam generators
before restarting the unit. In this 'rs?am. ConEd's steam generator replacement team, which

" includes Duks Energy Services and'Morris-Knudsen, will start work by the end of the manth.
CanEd's current schedulé shows the co&!pleﬁon om; replacement ‘eai;org tha end of the year.
The NRC staft wil be focusing its oversight on ConEd's replacemant work, monitoring the
inspections of the new steam generators, and conducting inspection and assessment activites
associated with the NRC's designation of IP2 as an “agency focus” plant

The staff has kept and will continue to keep the Commission informed of ts review activities,
| both as they reiate to the restart of IP2 and to the liconsee’s overaﬁ corrective actions to
. improve plant perfomance. The Commission behaves that the staff is taking appropriate
actions 1o ensure that the heath and safety of the public will continue to be mamtamed The
Commission has taken under advisement your raquest for a8 Commission briefing prior to the

restart of the facility.

The staff will cooperate with GAC as it proceeds to study the overall performanca of the facility
and will consider any insights from the GAO study in the NRC's oversight of the iicensee’s
performance. !n addition. as | noted in my letter of July 26, a review by the NRC's Office of

Inspector General {O1G) of issuas related to 1P2 is ongoing and is expectad to be reported on
shortly. The OIG will provide any safety significant insights to me and the staff, as appropriats,

during the course of its investigation. Simtiarly-the-stafi-wil-rform SIS T TesTis ot
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We will continue 1o keep you and-yeemeifioe informed of the NRC's progress regarding its

mgoingrewéws“rﬂ,-‘i'—x ‘zn. ...dn.x-' a-.‘ -,J‘-t P s

-Slneerely.

Richard A. Meserve
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CMAIRMAN
The Honorable Nita Lowsy

United States Mouse of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515-3219 -

‘Dear Congresgswoman Lowey: " )

I am respending to your letter of July 11, 2000, In which you and Representatives Gilman and
K;IV requestad {1) that the decision on the preposal by Consolldated Edison of New York, Inc.
(ConEd), to restart its Ingian Point Nuciear Genarating Unit No. 2 (IP2) with the existing steam
generators be suspended until the investigation by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission's
Inspector General (IG) and the General Accounting Office (GAO)-studY arg concluded and (2}
that the final decision on rastart be rendered by the full Commissien.

The NRC staff ljgmains focused an its mission to ensura public heaith and safety. Although the
.. ullimafe responsibility for safe operation rests with the plant aparatars, the NRC uses its
regulatory oversight functions to monitor p&erformance and ensdg'e that licangsees comply with |
regulations. As | have étatad in the past, the NRC has conciuded that public health and safsty
has been adequataly protectqd at[P2. However, the NRC shares your concem about events at
| the plant and recognizes the impoﬁanc.e of our continued close attention to ConEd's coneéﬂve
actions for perférmanoe probiems. On' Wy 2§, 2000, NRC senior managers briefed the
Commission regarding a number of notad weaknesses at [F2 that had led to their determination
that the plant warrants oversight as an “agency focus™ plant. Because of this action, the NRC
staff is appiying additional resources and ovarsight of the licensee's brogram ;nd corrective

actions to improve overall-stansasds. The issues that you identified in your letter were included
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in the staff's assessment when it made the dsdision to commit additional ragourcas to 1P2, and

these areas will be clesely monitored in the future.

ﬂ;s you ara aware, ConEd announced its decision to repliace the existing steam generators
before restarting the unit. in this reg{arﬂ, ConEd's steam generator replacsment team, which
Ingludes Duke Energy Services and #omris-Knudsen, will start work by the end of the month.
ConEd's current schedute shows the completion of?h::;phmemema_m end of the yeér.
The NRC staff will be focusing its oversight on ConEd's replacement work, monitoring the
inspactions of the new steam generators, and conducting inspection and assessment activities
assoeiatad with the NRC's designation of IP2 as an "agency focus” plant.

The staff has kepi and will continue to keep the Commission informad of its review activities,
both as they relate to the restart of IP2 and to the licansee'’s overall corrective actions {0
. improve plant parformance. The Commission believes that the staff |s taking appropriate

actions o ensurs that the health and safety of the public will continue o be maintained.

The statf will cooperate with GAO as it proceeds to study the oversll performanice of the facility

~ and will cansider any Insights from the GAQ study in the NRC's oversight of the ficenses’s '
performancs. In addition, a review by the NRC's Oﬂice of inspector General (OIG) of issues
related to IP2 is ongoing and Is expected 1o be reported on shortly. The OIG will provide ary
safety significant insights to me and the staff, as appropriate, during the course of s
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CHMAIRMAN

The Honcrable Berijamin A. Gilman
United States House of Reprasentatives
Washington, DC 20515-3219

Dear Congressman Gilman: A -
)am respbnding 1o your letter of July 11, 2000, in which you and Representatives Kelly and
Lowey requested (1) that the decision on the proposal by Consaolidated Edison of New York,
Inc. (ConEd), to restart its Indian Point Nuclear Qensrating Unit No. 2 (iP2) with the existing
steam generators be suspended until the investigation by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission’s |nspector Gsneral (}G) and the General Accounting Office IGAO) studyare . - -

conciuded and (2) that the fina! decision on ‘restart be rendered by the full Commission.

The NRC staff remains focused on its mission to ensure public health and safety. Although the .
" ultimate rasponsibility for safe operation résts with the plant operators, the NRC uses its
regulatory oversight functions to moniter performance and ensure that licensees comply with
regulations. As ! have statad in the past, the NRC has conciuded that public health and safety
-has been adequately protected at IP2. However, the NRC shares your céncem about events at
the plant and recognizes the importance of our contir;ued close attention to ConEd's corvective
-actions far perfarmance problems. On May 25, 2000, NRC senior managers briefed the
 Gommission regarding & number of noted weaknesses at IP2 that had led 10 their determination
that the plant warrants oversight as an “agency focus” plant. Bacause of this action, the NRC

staft is applying additional resources and oversight of the ficenses’s program and corrective

actions to improve ?:M. The issuses that you identified in your letter were included

S
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. UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555

CHAIRMAN

The Honorabie Sue W. Kelly
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515-3219
‘Dear Congresswoman Kelly:
‘lam responding to your letter of Jul; 11, 2000, in which you and Rep_resentétives Gilman and
Lowéy requested (1) that the decision on the propoéal by Consolidated Edison of New York,
Inc. (ConEd), to restart its Indian Point Nuclear Genéraﬁng Unit No. 2 (IP2) with the existing
steam generators be suspended until the investigation by the U.S. Nuciear Regulatory
'Commission’s;lnspec’_tor General (IG) and the General Accounting Office (GAO) study are
concluded and (2) that the final decision. on restart be rendered by the full Commission. In yoi:r

letter of July 12, 2000, you also request that a Commission briefing on the proposed restart of

IP2 be held before a final decision on restart is made.

The NRC staff remains focused on its mission to ensure public health and safety. Although the
ultimate responsibility for safe operation rests with the plant operators, the NRC uses its
regulatory oversight functions to monitor performance and ensure that licensees comply with
reg‘ulations. As | have stated in the pést', the NRC has concluded that public health and éafety
have been adequately protected at IP2. However, the NRC shares your concem about events
at the plant and recognizes the importance of our continued close attention to ConEd'’s
corrective actions for performance probléms. On May 25, 2000, NRC senior managers briefed
the Commission regarding a number of noted weaknesses at P2 that had led to the'ir
detgrmination that the plant warrants oversight as an “agency focus” plant. Bec‘ause of this
action, the NRC staff is applying additional resources and oversight of the !icensee’s‘program

and corrective actions to 1mprove overall standards. The issues identified in your letter were

"(u{-»mhn.
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included in the staff's assessment when itl made the decision to commit additional resources to

2
IP2, and these areas will be closely monitored in the future.

As you are aware, ConEd announced its decision to replace the existing steam generators
‘ before restarting the unit. In this regard, ConEd’s steam generator replacement team, which

"includes Duke Energy Services andiMorris-Knudsen, will start work by the end of the month.
ConEd’s current schedule shows the completion of theAreplacement(beforg the end of the year.
The NRC staff will be focusing its oversight on ConEd’s replacement work, monitoring the

inspections of the new steam generators, and conducting inspection and assessment activities

associated with the NRC’s designation of IP2 as an “agency focus” plant.

The staff has kept and will continue to keep the Commission informed of its review activities,

| both as they relate to the restart of IP2 and to the licensee’s overéll corrective actions to

. improve plant performance. The Commission believes that the staff is taking appropriate
actions to ensure that the health and safety of the public will continue to be maintained. The
Commission has taken under advisement your request for a Commission briefing prior to the

restart of the facility.

The staff will cooperate with GAO as it proceeds to study the overall performance of the facility
and will consider any insights from the GAO study in the NRC'’s oversight of the licensee’s
performance. In addition, as | noted in my letter of July 26, a review by the NRC’s Office of
Inspector General (OIG) of issues related to IP2 is ongoing and is expected to be reported on

shortly. The OIG will provide any safety significant insights to me and the staff, as appropriate, '

during the course of its investigation. Sm&aﬂﬁhe-staﬁwhnmmm
iocisi ConEd's J 2 .



We will continue to keep you areyeursHise informed of the NRC's progress regarding its

ongoihg reviews(e vna,mia—g 10 ?-i aafon gt | ama M Mbw-ma. .

Sincerely,

Richard A. Meserve



UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555

CHAIRMAN

The Honorable Nita Lowey
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515-3219

' Dear Congresswoman Lowey: :

1 am responding to your letter of July 11, 2000, in which you and Representatives Gilman and

' Keily requested (1) that the decision on the proposal by Consolidated Edison of New York, Inc.
(ConEd), to restart its Indian Point Nuclear Generating Unit No. 2 (IP2) with the existing steam
generators be suspended until the investigatidn by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s

Inspector General (IG) and the General Accounting Office (GAO) study are concluded and (2)

that the final decision on restart be rendered by the full Commission.

The NRC staff r.erna'ins focused on its mission to ensure pubiic. ﬁeélth and safety. Although the
' ultimate responsibility for safe operation rests with the plant operators, the NRC uses its
regulatory oversight functions to monitor performance and ensu_re that licensees comply with
regulations. Ac | have stated in the past, the NRC has concluded that public heaith and safety
has been _adequately protected atIP2. However, tﬁe NRC shares your concern about éve_nts at
the_p,lgnt and recognizes the importance of our continued close attention to ConEd’s correétive
acﬁons for performance problems. On'May 25, 2000, NRC senior managers briefed the
Commission regarding a number of noted weaknesses at {P2 that had led to their determination
that the plant warrants oversight as an “agency focus” plant. Because of this action, the NRC
staff is applying additional resources and oversight of the licensee’s brogram ‘and corrective

actions to improve overall:stamdasds. The issues that you identified in your letter were included

" dant fefpormama T
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in the staff's assessment when it made the decision to commit additional resources to (P2, and

these areas will be closely monitored in the future.

- A;s you are aware, ConEd announced its decision to replace the existing steam generators

. before restarting the unit. In this reg_ard, ConEd’s steam generator replacement team, whfch
includes Duke Energy Services and"ﬁnorﬁs-Knuds'en, will start work by the end of the month.
ConEd’s current schedule shows .thel corhpletion ofsﬂ*:;\‘r‘;placerhenteefore'the end of the year. |
The NRC staff will be focusing its oversight on ConEd’s replacement work, monitéﬁng the

inspections of the new steam generators, and conducting inspection and assessment activities

associated with the NRC's designation of IP2 as an “agency focus” plant.

The staff has kept and will continue to keep the Commission informed of its review activities,
both as they relate to the restart of IP2 and to the licensee’é overall corrective actions to
. improve plant performance. The Commission believes that the staff is taking appropriate

actions to ensure that the health and safety of the public will continue to be maintained.

The staff will cooperate with GAO as it proceeds to study the o\/erall performance of the facility
and will consider any insights from the GAO study-in the NRC’s oversight of the licensee’s.
performance. In addition, a review by the NRC’s Ofﬁcé of Inépector General (OIG) of issues
related to IP2 is ongoing and is expected to be r_eported on shortly. The OIG will provide any
safety significant insights to me and the staff, as appropriate, during the course of its
investigation. Similaviy-the-stafi-wilknform-B1Erur e Tesuitso Hte-desision-on-ConEd’sJune 2.
soquest— |



UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555

CHAIRMAN

The Honorable Benjamin A. Gilman
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515-3219
Dear Congressman Gilman:
I am responding to your letter of July 11, 2000, in which you and Representatives Kelly and
deey requested (1) that the decision on the proposal by Consolidated Edison of New York,
- Inc. (ConEd), to restart its Indian Point Nuclear Generating Unit No. 2 (iP2) with the existing
steam generators be suspended until the investigation by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory

Commission’s Inspector General (IG) and the General Accountin.g Office (GAO) study are .

concluded and (2) that the final decision on restart be rendered'by the full Commission.

The NRC staff remains focused on its.mission to ensure public heaith and safety. Although the '
' ultimate responsibility for safe operation rests with the plant operators, the NRC uses its
regulatory oversight functions to monitor performance and ensure that licensees comply with
regulations. As I have stated in the past, the NRC has concluded that public health and safety
has been adequately protected at IP2. However, the NRC shares your concern about events at
the plant and recognizes the importance of our contiﬁued close attention to ConEd’s corréctive
-actions for performance problerﬁs. Or; May 25, 2000; NRC senior managers briefed the
Commission regarding a number of noted weakness'es at IP2 that had led to their determination
that the plant warrants oversight as an “agency focus” plant. Because of this action, the NRC
staff is applying additional resources and oversight of the licensee’s progrém and corrective

actions to improve overall standerds. The issues that you identified in your letter were included
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