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7 UNITID STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

NA9MTON. 0. t. 20MS 

The Honorable Sue W. Kelly 
United States House of Representative& 
Washington, DC 20515-3219 

Dear Congresswoman KeWy.  

I am responding to your letter of July 11, 2000, in which you and Repmsentatives Gilman and 

oey requested (1) that the decision on the proposal by Consolidated Edison of New York, 

Inc. (ConEd), to restart its Indian Point Nuclear Generating Unit No. 2 (1P2) with the existing 

steam genorratos be suspended untl the investigation by the U.S. Nuclear Reguliwry 

Commission's Inspector General (rG) and the General Accounting Office (GAO) study are 

concluded and (2) that the final decision on restart be rendered by the full Commission. In your 

-letter of July 12, 2000, you also request that a Commission briefing on the proposed restart of 

IP2 be held before a final decision on restart is made.  

The NRC staff remains focused on its mission to ensure pubilc health and safety. AiRough the 

ultimate responsibiiity for safe operation rests with the plant operators, the NRC Uses its 

regulatory oversight functions to monitor performance and ensure thati rcensees comply with 

regulations. As I have stated in the past the NRC has concluded that public health and safety 

have been adequately protected at 1P2. However, the NRC shames your Concern about events 

at the plant and recognizes the importance of our contInued close attention to Con~d's 

correctfve actions for performance problems, On Mai 25, 2000, NRC senior managers briefed 

the Commission regarding a niumbor of noted weaknesses at IP2 that had led to their 

determnination that tne plant warrants oversight as an "agency focus" plant. Because of this 

action, the NRC staff is applying additional resources and oversight of the licensee's program 

and corrective *ctions to improve overall pmAw4v.s The issues identified in your leoner were
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included in the staff's assessment when it made the decision to commit additional resorces to 

1P2, and these areas will be closely monitored in the future.  

As you are aware, ConEd announced its decision to replace the existing steam generators 

before restarting the unit. In this regard. ConEd's steam generator replacement team, which 
I 

includes Duke energy Services andlMor,1s-Knudeen, wl f5atrtŽAkby thS end of the month.  

ConEd's current schedule shows the completion of thereplacement betre the end of the year.  

The NRC staff will be focusing its oversight on CoriEd's replacement work monitoring the 

inspections of the new steam generators, and conducting inspection and assessment actdies 

associated with the NRC's designation of 1P2 as an 'agency focus pILant.  

The staff has kept and will continue to keep the Commismion informed of its review activities, 

both as they relate to the restart of 1P2 and to the licensee's overall corrective actions to 

ilprowe plant performance. The Commilion believes Mthat the staff is taking appropriate 

actions to ensure that the healt and safety of the public will continue to be maintained. The 

Commiusion has taken under advisement your request for a Commission briefing prior to the 

restart of the facility.  

The staff will cooperate with GAO as It proceeds to study the overall performance of the facidIy 

and will consider any insights from the GAO study in the NRC's ovsroght of the licensee's 

performance. In addition, as I noted in my letter of July 26, a review by the NRC'Vs Office of 

Inspector General (01G) of issues related to IP2 is ongoing mid is expected to be reported on 

shortly. The OIG will provide any safety significant insights to me and the staff, as appropriat., 

during the course of its investigatio.. I i, 00 ME.N.. will .,,., W1 W 1 ..0i 

- ion M- r-4r:,,, ., "quest:
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We volt contnue to keep you - -~ informed of thie NFC'S progres. regarding its 

Srincerfty

I 
Y

Rlchwd A- Msewrye



AUG-29-2000 12:09 NRC 727367B648 P.r7 
x 

I %4A LIITED STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

The Honorable Nita Lowey 
United States House of Repreentatives 
Washington, DC 20515-3219 
Dear Congresswoman Lowey.  

I am responding to your letter of July 11, 2000, In which you and Representatives Gilman and 

"IKly requested (1) that the decision on the proposal by Consolidated Edison of New York. Inc

(ConEd), to restart its incan Point. Nuclear Generating Unit No. 2 (1Pa) with the existing steam 

generators be suspended until the investigation by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission's 

Inspector General (IS) and the General Accounting Office (GAO) study amr concluded and (2) 

that the final decision on reat be rendered by the full Commission.  

The NRC staff remains focused on Its mission to ensure public health and safety. Although the 

ultimate responsibility for safe operation rests with the plant operators. the NRC uses Its 

regulatory oversight functions to monitor perlormance and ensure that licensees comply with 

regulationt As I have stated in the past, the NRC has concluded that public health and safety 

has been adequately protected at IP2. However, the NRC shares your concern about eveqnts at 

the plant and recognizes the importance of our continued dose altenton to ConEd's corrective 

actions for performance problem& On May 25, 2000, NRC senior managers briefed the 

Commission regarding a number of noted weaknesses at 1P2 that had led to their determination 

that the plant warrants oversight as an "agency focus plant. Because of this action, the NRC 

staff is applying additional resources and overvight of the licensee's program and correctiveW 

actions to improve overall--sthdooe. The issues that you identified in your letter were Included
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In the staffs asessrment when it made the decision to commit additional resources to 1P2. and 

these amw mill be closely monitored In the future.  

As you are aware, ConEd announced its decision to replace the wadsting steam generators 

before restarting the unit. in this regard, ConEd's steam generator rel•ament team, which 

indudes Duke Energy Services and 4orris-Knudsen, wIl start work by the end of thM month.  

conEd's current schedule shows the completion of theoreplacementObefore the end of the year.  

The NRC staff will be focusing its oversight on ConEd's raplacenent work, monitoring the 

inspections of the new steam generators, and conducting Inspection and assessment activtes 

assoclW with the NRC's designation of 1P2 as an "agency focum plant.  

"The stuff has kept and will continue to keep the Commission informed of its review activities, 

both as they relate to the restart of IP2 and to the licansee's overall corrctivO actions to 

improve plant performance. The Commission believes that the staff is taking appropriate 

actions to ensure tatw the health and safety of the pubric will continue to be maintained.  

The staff will cooperate with GAO as i0 proceeds to study the overall performance of the facility 

and will consider any Insights from the GAO study in the NRC's oversight of the iernsee's 

performance. In addltion, a review by the NRC's Office of Inspector General (0IG) of issues 

related to IP2 is ongoing and Is expecled to be reported on shortly. The OIG will pr•vide any 

safety significant insights to me and the staff, as approprate, during the course of its 

investigation. wi .t;t.a ill ON11 al 015410 wa ~l~ ft~ d~b lisiou, Ga !C 1t':,sh
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/ . NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

CHAMMAN 

The Honorable Benjamin A. Gilman 
United Sates House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 2D015-3219 

Dear Congressman Gilman: 

I am responding to your letter of July 11,2000, In which you and Representatives Kelly and 

Lowey requested (1) that the decision on the proposal by Consolidated Edison of New York, 

Inc. (ConEd), to restart its Indian Point Nuclear Generating Unit No. 2 (1P2) with the existing 

steam generators be suspended until th investigation by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission's Inspector General (IG) and the General Accounting Office (GAO) study are 

concluded and (2) that the final decision on restart be rendered by the full Commission.  

The NRC staff remains fowused on its mission to ensure public health and safety. Although the 

utimate responsibility for safe operation rests with the plant operators, the NRC uses its 

regulatory oversight functions to monitor performance and ensure that licensees comply with 

regulations. As I have stated in the past, the NRC has concluded that public health and safety 

has been adequately protected at IP2. However, the NRC shares your concern about events at 

the plant and recognizes the importance of our continued close attention to ConEd"s corrective 

-actions for performance problems. On May 25. 2000, NRC senior managers briefed the 

Commission regarding a number of noted weaknesses at IP2 that had led to their determination 

that the plant warrants oversight as an .agency focuSe plant. Becmuse of this action, the NRC 

staff is applying additional resources and oversight of the ricensee's program and corrective 

actions to improve 7.wral s The issues that you identne in your letter were included



-00 UNITED STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555 

CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Sue W. Kelly 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515-3219 

Dear Congresswoman Kelly: 

I am responding to your letter of July 11, 2000, in which you and Representatives Gilman and 

Lowey requested (1) that the decision on the proposal by Consolidated Edison of New York, 

Inc. (ConEd), to restart its Indian Point Nuclear Generating Unit No. 2 (IP2) with the existing 

steam generators be suspended until the investigation by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission's Inspector General (IG) and the General Accounting Office (GAO) study are 

concluded and (2) that the final decision on restart be rendered by the full Commission. In your 

letter of July 12, 2000, you also request that a Commission briefing on the proposed restart of 

IP2 be held before a final decision on restart is made.  

The NRC staff remains focused on its mission to ensure public health and safety. Although the 

ultimate responsibility for safe operation rests with the plant operators, the NRC uses its 

regulatory oversight functions to monitor performance and ensure that licensees comply with 

regulations. As I have stated in the past, the NRC has concluded that public health and safety 

have been adequately protected at IP2. However, the NRC shares your concern about events 

at the plant and recognizes the importance of our continued close attention to ConEd's 

corrective actions for performance problems. On May 25, 2000, NRC senior managers briefed 

the Commission regarding a number of noted weaknesses at IP2 that had led to their 

determination that the plant warrants oversight as an "agency focus" plant. Because of this 

action, the NRC staff is applying additional resources and oversight of the licensee's program 

and corrective actions to improve overall s•A de¶ The issues identified in your letter were
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included in the staffs assessment when it made the decision to commit additional resources to 

IP2, and these areas will be closely monitored in the future.  

As you are aware, ConEd announced its decision to replace the existing steam generators 

before restarting the unit. In this regard, ConEd's steam generator replacement team, which 

includes Duke Energy Services and Morris-Knudsen, will start wqrk by the end of the month.  

ConEd's current schedule shows the completion of the replacement before the end of the year.  

The NRC staff will be focusing its oversight, on ConEd's replacement work, monitoring the 

inspections of the new steam generators, and conducting inspection and assessment activities 

associated with the NRC's designation of IP2 as an "agency focus" plant.  

The staff has kept and will continue to keep the Commission informed of its review activities, 

both as they relate to the restart of IP2 and to the licensee's overall corrective actions to 

improve plant performance. The Commission believes that the staff is taking appropriate 

actions to ensure that the health and safety of the public will continue-to be maintained. The 

Commission has taken under advisement your request for a Commission briefing prior to the 

restart of the facility.  

The staff will cooperate with GAO as it proceeds to study the overall performance of the facility 

and will consider any insights from the GAO study in the NRC's oversight of the licensee's 

performance. In addition, as I noted in my letter of July 26, a review by the NRC's Office of 

Inspector General (OIG) of issues related to IP2 is ongoing and is expected to be reported on 

shortly. The OIG will provide any safety significant insights to me and the staff, as appropriate, 

during the course of its investigation. Si;il"--, thz etaff ,,,,, ,,, 

decision on eo__e'_ Jhno 2 rFquzt.t



7 

3 

We will continue to keep you informed of the NRC's progress regarding its 

ongoing reviews.*AJ- ?~~~Sta-~ 1 . .Ur.~aa' 

Sincerely, 

Richard A. Meserve
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UNITED STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555 

HAIRMAN 

The Honorable Nita Lowey 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515-3219 

Dear Congresswoman Lowey: 

I am responding to your letter of July 11, 2000, in which you and Representatives Gilman and 

Kelly requested (1) that the decision on the proposal by Consolidated Edison of New York, Inc.  

(ConEd), to restart its Indian Point Nuclear Generating Unit No. 2 (IP2) with the existing steam 

generators be suspended until the investigation by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission's 

Inspector General (IG) and the General Accounting Office (GAO) study are concluded and (2).  

that the final decision on restart be rendered by the full Commission.  

The NRC staff remains focused on its mission to ensure public. health and safety. Although the 

ultimate responsibility for safe operation rests with the plant operators, the NRC uses its 

regulatory oversight functions to monitor performance and ensure that licensees comply with 

regulations. As I have stated in the past, the NRC has concluded that public health and safety 

has been adequately protected at IP2. However, the NRC shares your concern about events at 

the, plant and recognizes the importance of our continued close attention to ConEd's corrective 

actions for performance problems. On May 25, 2000, NRC senior managers briefed the 

Commission regarding a number of noted weaknesses at IP2 that had led to their determination 

that the plant warrants oversight as an "agency focus" plant. Because of this action, the NRC 

staff is applying additional resources and oversight of the licensee's program and corrective 

actions to improve overallS . The issues that you identified in your letter were included



in the staff's assessment when it made the decision to commit additional resources to I P2, and 

these areas will be closely monitored in the future.  

As you are aware, ConEd announced its decision to replace the existing steam generators 

before restarting the unit. In this regard, ConEd's steam generator replacement team, which 

includes Duke Energy Services and Morris-Knudsen, WilI start work by the end of the month.  

ConEd's current schedule shows the completion of the replacement before the end of the year.  

The NRC staff will be focusing its oversight on ConEd's replacement work, monitoring the 

inspections of the new steam generators, and conducting inspection and assessment activities 

associated with the NRC's designation of I P2 as an "agency focus" plant.  

The staff has kept and will continue to keep the Commission informed of its review actMties, 

both as they relate to the restart of IP2 and to the licensee's overall corrective actions to 

improve plant performance. The Commission believes that. the staff is taking appropriate 

actions to ensure that the health and safety of the public will continue to be maintained.  

The staff will cooperate with GAO as it proceeds to study the overall performance of the facility 

and will consider any insights from the GAO study in the NRC's oversight of the licensee's 

performance. In addition, a review by the NRC's Office of Inspector General (OIG) of issues 

related to IP2 is ongoing and is expected to be reported on shortly. The OIG will provide any 

safety significant insights to me and the staff, as appropriate, during the course of its 

investigation. im .la ..ly, th; staff will . ,,,f, C IG tf it: suls " f ', t•. ic• . on C-m n d'i s 11n•ns 2



UNITED STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555 

CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Benjamin A. Gilman 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515-3219 

Dear Congressman Gilman: 

I am responding to your letter of July 11, 2000, in which you and Representatives Kelly and 

Lowey requested (1) that the decision on the proposal by Consolidated Edison of New York, 

Inc. (ConEd), to restart its Indian Point Nuclear Generating Unit No. 2 (iP2) with the existing 

steam generators be suspended until the investigation by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission's Inspector General (IG) and the General Accounting Office (GAO) study are 

concluded and (2) that the final decision on restart be rendered by the full Commission.  

The NRC staff remains focused on its mission to ensure public health and safety. Although the 

ultimate responsibility for safe operation rests with the plant operators, the NRC uses its 

regulatory oversight functions to monitor performance and ensure that licensees comply with 

regulations. As I have stated in the past, the NRC has concluded that public health and safety 

has been adequately protected at IP2. However, the NRC shares your concern about events at 

the plant and recognizes the importance of our continued close attention to ConEd's corrective 

-actions for performance problems. On May 25, 2000, NRC senior managers briefed the 

Commission regarding a number of noted weaknesses at IP2 that had led to their determination 

that the plant warrants oversight as an "agency focus" plant. Because of this action, the NRC 

staff is applying additional resources and oversight of the licensee's program and corrective 

actions to improve overall S9kw&Fe. The issues that you identified in your letter were included


