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UNITED STATES

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555

CHAIRMAN

The Honorable Sue W. Kelly
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3219

Dear Congresswoman Kelly:

| am responding to your letter of June 14, 2000, in which you request that |, as Chairman of the
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, ensure that the safety of the public is not jeopardized by
resuming the operation of Indian Point Nuclear Generating Unit No.éz\g urther, you request
that the Commission, rather than the Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation, determine whether

Covpary, of Nessock Tye.
to allow Consolidate isoN CorEd) to restart the plant, using the existing steam generators.

You based this request on a series of developments, listed in your letter, which followed the

February 15, 2000, incident of a steam generator tube failure.

Although public health and safety have been maintained, the NRC shares your concern about
*

events at the plant and recognizes the importance of our continued close attention to Coﬁd’s

corrective actions for performance problems. The NRC staff is conducting a comprehensive
- :

review of Coﬁd’s proposal to allow plant startup and operation for a limited period using the
: ¥
existing steam generators. As you are aware, in accordance with its operating license, Corﬁd

must obtain NRC's approval before plant startup and operation with the existing steam

generators.

have been closely

18

following ConEd’s steam generator inspections since shortly after the Februar%ZOOO event.

NRC staff from-the

This activity also includes a detailed review of inspection data and results as they relate to



22-
steam generator tube integrity. The staff is continuing(T§ inspections to ensure that all
appropriate corrective actions will be completed before restart. NRC approval of future
operation of the plant with the existing steam generators will not occur uniess we conclude that

these generators meet technical standards, and, therefore, pose no undue risk to public health

and safety.

The staff has kept and will continue to keep the Commission informed of its review activities,
(PZ

including those you have listed in your letter, related to the restart ofﬂndien—ﬂemt-um&-a. The

Commission recognizes the level of detail of the staff’s review of CofEd’s proposal and

believes that the staff is taking appropriate actions to ensure that the health and safety of the

public will continue to be maintained.

| appreciate the extent of your concern in these matters. If you have additional questions,

please do not hesitate to call me.

Sincerely,

Richard A. Meserve



