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0• UNITED STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555 

HAIRMAN 

The Honorable Sue W. Kelly 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-3219 

Dear Congresswoman Kelly: 

I am r; 1,,s,.. t•, your letters of May 26, 2000, and June 28, 2000, in which you expressed 

continued concern about operation of the Indian Point Nuclear Generating Unit No. 2 (IP2).  

You specifically expressed concern about the steam generator tube failure at IP2 on 

February 15, 2000, and about the efforts being undertaken by our Office of the Inspector 

General (OIG).  

As you are aware from discussions with NRC staff, since the February 15, 2000, event, the 

plant's owner, Consolidated Edison Company of New York, Inc. (Con Ed), has inspected the 

tubes in all four steam generators. As a result of this inspection, Con Ed removed some tubes 

from service. Con Ed evaluated the tube inspection data and concluded in its Operational 

Assessment Report of June 2, 2000, that there is reasonable assurance that the tubes that 

have been left in service will maintain their structural integrity for 10 months of operation. Con 

Ed has stated their intention to begin replacement of the steam generators by the end of the 

year. The NRC staff is reviewing Con Ed's report and, based on this review, will determine 

whether or not continued operation of IP2 with the current steam generators poses an undue 

risk to public health and safety. Our Regional staff are also continuing their inspection 

activities in order to ensure that all appropriate corrective actions have been completed.
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An OIG review of the issues before and after the February 15, 2000, event is ongoing.  

Consistent with its standard process, the OIG will provide safety-significant insights to me and 

the staff, as appropriate, even if the OIG's work is not then complete. This information will be 

taken into account in deciding whether or not to allow IP2 to resume operations. In this regard, 

OIG will be providing me with an IP2 briefing on July 21, 2000.  

The NRC staff has kept the Commission fully informed of the status of IP2 and of the staff's 

findings. The NRC staff will inform the Commission, internal stakeholders including OIG, as 

well as the public in the vicinity of the plant, of the results of the review of the IP2 steam 

generator operational assessment, prior to issuing its decision on the restart of the plant.  

I trust that this letter addresses your concerns.  

Sincerely, 

Richard A. Meserve
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