
Docket No. 50-255

Mr. David Bixel 
Nuclear Licensing Administrator 
Consumers Power Company 
212 West Michigan Avenue 
Jackson, Michigan 49201

MAY 15 1979

Dear Mr. Bixel: 

The Commission has issued the enclosed Amendment No.48 to Provisional 
Operating License No. DPR-20 for the Palisades Plant. The amendment 
consists of changes to the Technical Specifications in response to your 
request dated April 23, 1979, which supersedes your letter dated 
March 29, 1979.  

The amendment incorporates a new Section 6.12 of the Technical 
Specifications to provide greater flexibility regarding entry into 
high radiation areas.  

The present Technical Specifications require that Consumers Power 
Company conform with the method of control of entry into high radiation 
areas specified in 10 CFR 20.203(c)(2) since Consumers Power Company 
has not previously applied for approval of an alternate method as 
allowed by 10 CFR 20.203(c)(5). Section 20.203(c)(2) specifies use of 
control devices or alarm signals at each unlocked entrance or access 
point to a high radiation area. The proposed Technical Specifications 
would authorize-entry with use of a radiation monitoring device which 
continuously indicates the radiation'dose rate in the area under con
tinuous Health Physics coverage or with use of an integrating dosimeter 
with preset alarm capabilities. This proposal is consistent with our 
Standard Technical Specifications. We have concluded that the proposed 
change wculd provide radiation protection for employees equivalent to 
the present Technical Specifications, is consistent with restrictions • _ 
authorized for other facilities, and is, therefore, acceptable.

The amendment applies to control 
and therefore does not authorize 
amounts nor an increase in power 
significant environmental impact.

of entry into high radiation areas 
a change in effluent types or total 
level, and will not result in any 

Having made this determination, we
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Mr. David Bixel

have further concluded that the amendment involves an action which is 
insignificant from the standpoint of environmental impact and pursuant 
to 10 CFR §51.5(d)(4) that an environmental impact statement, or negative 
declaration and environmental impact appraisal need not be prepared in 
connection with the issuance of this amendment.  

Since the amendment applies to control of entry into high radiation 
areas, it does not involve significant new safety information of a 
type not considered by a previous Commission safety review of the 
facility. It does not involve a significant increase in the prob
ability or consequences of an accident, does not involve a significant 
decrease in a safety margin, and therefore does not involve a significant 
hazards consideration. We have also concluded that there is reasonable 
assurance that the health and safety of the public will not be endangered 
by this action and that the issuance of this amendment will not be inimical 
to the common defense and security or to the health and safety of the 
public.  

A copy of the related Notice of Issuance is also enclosed.  

Sincerely, 
Original signed by 

Dennis L. Ziemann, Chief 
Operating Reactors Branch #2 
Division of Operating Reactors
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Mir. David Bixel

cc w/enclosures: 
M. I. Miller, Esquire 
Isham, Lincoln & Beale 
Suite 4200 
One First National Plaza 
Chicago, Illinois 60670 

Mr. Paul A. Perry, Secretary 
Consumers Power Company 
212 West Michigan Avenue 
Jackson, Michigan 49201 

Judd L. Bacon, Esquire 
Consumers Power Company 
212 West Michigan Avenue 
Jackson, Michigan 49201 

Myron M. Cherry, Esquire 
Suite 4501 
One IBM Plaza 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Kalamazoo Public Library 
315 South Rose Street 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49006 

Township Supervisor 
Covert Township 
Route 1, Box 10 
Van Buren County, Michigan 49043 

*Office of the Governor (2) 
Room 1 - Capitol Building 
Lansing, Michigan 48913 

Director, Technical Assessment 
Division 

Office of Radiation Programs 
(AW-459) 

U. S. Environmental Protection 
Agency 

Crystal Mall #2 
Arlington, Virginia 20460 

*(w/cy of CPC incoming dtd. 4/23/79)

U. S. Environmental Protection 
Agency 

Federal Activities Branch 
Region V Office 
ATTN: EIS COORDINATOR 
230 South Dearborn Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60604
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'Z, k".-. "UNITED STATES 

0 ,NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
. 0 WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555 

CONSUMERS POWER COMPANY 

DOCKET NO. 50-255 

PALISADES PLANT 

AMENDMENT TO PROVISIONAL OPERATING LICENSE 

Amendment No. 48 

License No. DPR-20 

1. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the Commission) has found that: 

A. The application for amendment by Consumers Power Company (the 
licensee) dated April 23, 1979, complies with the standards 
and requirements of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended 
(the Act), and the Commission's rules and regulations set forth 
in 10 CFR Chapter I; 

B. The facility will operate in conformity with the application, 
the provisions of the Act, and the rules and regulations of 
the Commission; 

C. There is reasonable assurance (i) that the activities authorized 
by this amendment can be conducted without endangering the 
health and safety of the public, and (ii) that such activities 
will be conducted in compliance with the Commission's regulations; 

D. The issuance of this amendment will not be inimical to the 
common defense and security or to the health and safety of the 
public; and 

E. The issuance of this amendment is in accordance with 10 CFR 
Part 51 of the Commission's regulations and all applicable 
requirements have been satisfied.
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2. Accordingly, the license is amended by changes to the Technical 
Specifications as indicated in the attachment to this license 
amendment and paragraph 3.B of Provisional Operating License 
No. DPR-20 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

B. Technical Specifications 

The Technical Specifications contained in Appendix A, as 
revised through Amendment No.' •, are hereby incorporated 
in the license. The licensee shall operate the facility 
in accordance with the Technical Specifications.  

3. This license amendment is effective as of the date of its issuance.  

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

Origenal signed by 

Deinn]s L "Jimann 

Dennis L. Ziemann, Chief 
Operating Reactors Branch #2 
Division of Operating Reactors 

Attachment: 
Changes to the Technical 

Specifications 

Date of Issuance: MAY 15 i 9•
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ATTACHMENT TO LICENSE AMENDMENT NO.-

PROVISIONAL OPERATING LICENSE NO. DPR-20

DOCKET NO. 50-255 

Revise Appendix A Technical Specifications by removing the following 
pages and by inserting the enclosed pages. The revised pages contain 
the captioned amendment number and marginal lines indicating the area 
of change.

REMOVE INSERT 

ii iiii
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6.12 HIGH RADIATION AREA

6.12.1 In lieu of the "control device" or "alarm signal" required 

by Paragraph 20.203(c)(2) of 10 CFR 20, each high 

radiation area in which the intensity of radiation is 

greater than 100 mrem/hour but less than 1000 mrem/hour 

shall be barricaded and conspicuously posted as a high 

radiation area and entrance thereto shall be controlled by 

requiring issuance of a Radiation Work Permit*. Any 

individual or group of individuals permitted to enter such 

areas shall be provided with or accompanied by one or more 

of the following: 

a. A radiation monitoring device which continuously 

indicates the radiation dose rate in the area.  

b. A radiation monitoring device which continuously 

integrates the radiation dose rate in the area and 

alarms when a preset integrated dose is received.  

Entry into such areas with this monitoring device may 

be made after the dose rate level in the area has been 

established and personnel have been made knowledgeable 

of them.  

*Health Physics personnel or personnel escorted by Health Physics 

personnel shall be exempt from the RWP issuance requirement during 
the performance of their radiation protection duties, provided 
they comply with approved radiation protection procedures for 
entry into high radiation areas.  

6-28

Amendment No. ,ý



c. An individual qualified in radiation protection 

procedures who is equipped with a radiation dose rate 

monitoring device. This individual shall be 

responsible for providing positive control over the 

activities within the area and shall perform periodic 

radiation surveillance at the frequency specified by 

the Radiation Work Permit.  

6.12.2 The above requirements shall also apply to each high 

radiation area in which the intensity of radiation is 

greater than 1000 mrem/hour. In addition, locked doors 

shall be provided to prevent unauthorized entry into such 

areas (>1000 mrem/hour) and the keys shall be maintained 

under the administrative control of the Shift Supervisor 

on duty and/or the Plant Health Physicist.  

6-29
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7590-01 

UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

DOCKET NO. 50-255 

CONSUMERS POWER COMPANY 

NOTICE OF ISSUANCE OF AMENDMENT TO PROVISIONAL 
OPERATING LICENSE 

The U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the Commission) has issued 

Amendment No. 48 to '0*rovisional Operating License No. DPR-20, issued to 

Consumers Power Company (the licensee), which revised the Technical 

Specifications for operation-of the Palisades Plant (the facility) 

located in Covert Township, Van Buren County, Michigan. The amendment 

is effective as of its date of issuance.  

The amendment incorporates a new Section 6.12 of the Technical 

Specifications to provide greater flexibility regarding entry into 

high radiation areas.  

The application for the amendment complies with the ttandards 

and requirements of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (the 

Act), and the Commission's rules and regulations. The Commission.has 

made appropriate findings as required by the Act and the Commission's 

rules and regulations in 10 CFR Chapter I, which are set forth in the 

license amendment. Prior public notice of this action was not required 

since the amendment does not involve a significant hazards consideration,
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The Commission has determined that the issuance of this amendment 

will not result in any significant environmental impact and that 

pursuant to 10 CFR 15l.5(d)(4) an environmental impact statement or 

negative declaration and environmental impact appraisal need not be 

prepared in connection with issuance of this amendment.  

For further details with respect to this action, see (1) the 

application for amendment dated April 23, 1979, and (2) Amendment No.,-' ': 

to License No. DPR-20, including the Commission's Evaluation contained 

in the letter of transmittal. All of these items are available for 

public inspection at the Commission's Public Document Room, 1717 H Street, 

N. W., Washington, D. C. and at the Kalamazoo Public Library, 315 South 

Rose Street, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49006. A copy of item (2) may be 

obtained upon request addressed to the U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 

Washington, D. C. 20555, Attention: Director, Division of Operating 

Reactors.  

Dated at Bethesda, Maryland this 

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

olnisigneiff t 
Dennis ,. Z -•!enn 

Dennis L. Ziemann, Chief 
Operating Reactors Branch #2 
Division of Operating Reactors


