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March 12,2002 

The Honorable Richard Meserve, Chairman 

Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

Washington, D.C. 20555-0001 

Dear Chairman Meserve, 

As Chair of the Appropriation Subcommittee that oversees the Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission (NRC), it is important for me to understand NRC's role in the transportation of 

spent nuclear fu-el. Transportatio of radioactive material is extremely dangerous, and to make 

fully informed decisions on this controversial issue, I wouid appreciate receiving more 

information on how NRC determines the safety of containers used for shipping waste by rail and 

road. Specifically, please provide--by the close of business on Friday, March 22-the following 

materials: 

1. A list of all approved waste canisters, both those designed for a specific one-time 

use and those that would serve a more general purpose; 

2. A physical description of each approved waste canister, including the intended 

transportation mode, the design waste volume, and associated impact limiter; 

3. A list of all tests performed to determine the safety of each approved waste 

canister, including associated impact limiters; 

4. The criteria used to determine the safety of each approved waste canister for 

certification; 

5. A description of the methods or analyses used in tests to measure canister 

performance for each criteria; and, 

6. The results of all tests on each approved waste canister and associated impact 

limiter.
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Given the importance of this information to all Americans who live near or travel on this 

country's roads and railways, I thank you in advance for your prompt attention to my request.  

Sin erely,

United States Senator


