APR 19 1971

Docket Fo. 50-341

Hr., William G, Meecse
President

The Datroit Edison Company
2000 Second Avenue
Detroit, Michigan 43226

Dear Mr. Meess:

This is in reply to your request dated Jume 11, 1870, supplemanted
by your letter dated Pebruary 20, 1971, for an axemption from the

provisiona of Section 50,10(b), 10 CFR Part 50 of the Commisgion's
rulas pursusnt to Section 50,12 of the rules to permit the perfor-
mance of cortain work at the site of the Pnrice Fermli Atomic Powar
Plaat Unit 2 prior to the issuance of a construction parait by the
Comaigsion,

You stated that the exemption for the requested work {s needed teo
permit econstruction of the plaant to proceed on & schedule that
would make the plant available for full power operation by
February 1, 1974. You maintain that delays at this time will sig-
nificantly affect the ability of vour system to meet the publie
nead for power gemeratien. The requested work consints of:

Phase 1. Placement of conerete to form thae dry well and suppression
chamber supports, the base slab and portions of the ex-
ternal walls of the reactor building;

Phase 2. TInatallation of the steel which constitutes the torus,
vent lines and lower section of the dry well.

Our letter of Octeber 13, 1870 advised you that we had limitaed our
review tb that part of the exemption request fnvolving the plsce-
ment of coasrete and that you were authorized to form the drywell
srd torus supports, tha base slab, and portione of the external
walls of the reactor buildiag,

Ia the intervening time we have continued our review of your pro-
posed facility, and the Commission's Advisory Cormittee on Resctor
Safeguards has reported faverably on your application by letter
dated March $, 1571, We have again considered your request for
the remaining portion of an exemption which would authorize
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Hr. Willlag G. Meese -

inetaliation of the steel which constitutes the torus, veat lines
aixl lower secticn of the dry well. We have reaviewad your request
under tie provisions of 10 CER Part 5, Section 50.12 and the
reason set forth in the support thereof, and have eoncluded that
the granting of the exemption is authorized by law, will not
endanger life or property or the common defense snd security and
is otherwise in the public interest. Aceordingly. the Commiapion
herevy autherizes you, at this time, to proceed with installation
of the steel which constitutes the torus, vent lines and lower
section of the dry well ss described and requested in vour latters
of June 11, 1970 and February 20, 1971, prior te the issuance of
a construction permit.

1 wish to emphasize that the granting of this exemptior shall have
no bearing upon the subsequent granting or denial of a constructilon
permit or of suny further exemption for the proposed Enrico Formi
Atomic Power Plant Unit 2, and any work performed pursuant to thin
exeuption shall be performad entirely gt the risk of Thc Datrelt
Edison Company. Furthermore, the grasting of this exemption does
not constitute an approval of the type or adequacy 2f rhe wethed

of installation.

Fipeceraly,

¥ Bouw LT 19 -~
( oiemed § Harold L. Price

Bareld L. Price
pirector of Regulation

¢c:  Mpr. Walter J. MeCarthy, Jr.
Manager of Engineering-Huclear
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