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" From:  Annette Vietti-Cook, Secretary

Subject: Letter to Sandra R. Galef, New York State Assembly,
~ concerns the steam generators at Indian Point 2

ACTION: ‘Please comment/concur and respond to the Officé of the
Secretary by: _ :

Time:  4:00 p.m.
Day: Thursday ‘
Date: March 9, 2000

Comment: RESPONSE ADVISES OF A MEETING TO BE HELD
ON MARCH 14 .

Contact: William Ruland, EDO/RI
610-337-5376
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UNITED STATES
'NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMM!SSSON
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

CHAIRMAN

The Honorable Sandra R. Galef

New York State Assembly

Room 540, Législative Office Building

Albany, New York 12248

Dear Assemblywoman Galef:

This letter is in response to your February 18 2000, Ietter in which you requested that the

Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) oonduct a tzmely thorough examination ofthe-past-ahd A
eunen!-eeném the steam generators at the Indian Pomt 2 (lP2) Nuclear Plant feflewirng-tire

CA wead e "0 agftar IP 2 o Asyvien .,
WWW You also were concerned that local

officials were not promptly informed of the Alert deciared during the event.

The NRC formed an Augménted l,hspection Teah (AIT) at P2 to détermine what happened
prior to, during and followi_nQ the February 15, 2000, steam génerator tube failure. As part of its

~ review, the AIT will determine whether ConEd 'met its commitments for inspecting, maintaining,
and monitoring steam generato.r'tubes’. 'A In addiﬁon, the AIT will review ConEd’s implementation
of emergency plaﬁ notification _recjuiremehts. We will vprovide you a copy of the AIT repoﬁ as

soon as it is completed.

In addition to the AIT review, the Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR) is COriducting a
review of the IP2 steam generators wﬁich will focus on steam geherator inspections, prdblem
identification, root cause analysis, and corrective actions. Through these efforts, NRC will

review the results of the detailed-examinations of the IP2 steam generators being perform'ed by
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ConEd. NRC met bublic’ly with ConEd on March 1, 2000, to discuss steam generator

~ inspections, recovery plans, restart criteria, and the reptacement steam generators.’

Operating experience to date has shown that significant steam generator tube leakage and
tube failures have all involved en& one steam generator tube at a time. As you observed, there
have been some concemns raised ab_out the probability ahd coh‘sequences of multiple steam ’
generator tube failures. Studies conducted by the NRC staff to date indicate that the potential
for rhultiple steam,generator tt.uhe ruptutes is low. Additional studies have shown that even in
the event of multiple steam generator tube ruptures, the Iikel_ihood of core melt is very ‘low.
otk 424y |
The NRC requurements for the operation of steam generators, which include llmltatxons on
steam generator tube leakage during plant operation. The measured leak rates prior to the
event were well below plant techmcal specification limits. Commercial nuclear power industry
expenence to date has shown that steam generator leakage at the low levels noted at IP2 pnor
to the February 15, 2000 event is not oonsudered predictive of a tube failure. However as
‘noted above, when the root cause of the steam generator tube fallure at IP2 is understood the
NRC staff wnll review ConEd’s correcttve actxons to ensure that those actions minimize the

potential for recurrence.

NRC requurements are intended to ensure the structural and leakage integrity of steam

| generator tubes. NRC does not have requirements for the tlmlng of steam generator
replacements. Licensees, in this case ConEd, decide whether or not to replace their steam
generators based on the increasirtg 'costs of i,nspectiens, repairs, and lost oeerating time to

continue to meet NRC requirements.



