TAN-14~20a2 1?3 1S
Sl L e

' . e~ P .02/82

~ LYyVe

DOCKET DOCKETED
NUMBER . USNRC
PETMON RLE PR |0 anited SStates Semate
(ot o et WASHINGTON, DC 20510 February 5, 2002 (8:00AM)
66 F R S 560 4) Tauary 11 2002 OFFICE OF SECRETARY
anuary 11, RULEMAKINGS AND
ADJUDICATIONS STAFF

Richard A. Meserve

Chairman

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

Dear Mr. Chairman:

We are wri+ing regarding the Petition for Rulemaking 1o exempt uranium . ecovery liconsees from
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) Part 170 and 171 fees in Federal Register Yolume 66,
Number 213, Friday, November 2, 2001 pages 55604 to 55607.

This petition notes that the NRC is currently required by federal law to recover 98 percent of its budget
from its licensees through 10 CFR Part 170 and 171 fees. Such fees represent a significant cost for
uranium recovery licensees at a time when the domestic industry is struggling to maintain viability due
to low worldwide prices for uranium. A portion of the source material licensees in Wyoming have paid
more than $6.5 million in license fees and hourly charges since the incepuon of fee recovery. This
petition requests NRC 1o waive these ¢osts untll uranium prices recover.

Although we recognize that waiving such fees, in whole or in part, will shift the burden of such fees to
other licensees, we believe it is in the naton’s intevest to do so at this ime Cerain classes of NRC
licensees, such as power reaciors, have been benefining from the depressed domestic uranium prices.
In addition, the continued existence of the only remaining conventional uranium mill in Wyoming was
declared in 2001 by the Commission itself to be in the public interest. While we continue 10 improve
national security interests and reduce our energy dependence on foreign resources, maintaining 2 viable
uranjum recovery industry increases in importance. Since September 11, 2001, the nation realizes that
we need 1o reduce our reliance on foreign entities for strategic minerals and energy supplies more than
ever. Whilc the past decade has seen a significant oversupply of uranium in the intem~Tional market,
cond!dons are changing.

The State of Wyoming has already talken action to assist the uranium recovery industry by providing
severance tax reliaf. We urge favorable consideration of this petition as it is clearly in the local and
national public interest to waive }jcense fees until the domestic uranium industry sufficiently recovers.
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