February 5, 2002

U.S. Nucl ear Regul atory Commi ssi on
ATTN:.  Docunent Control Desk
Washi ngton, D.C. 20555-0001

Gent | enen:
In the Matter of ) Docket No. 50-296
Tennessee Valley Authority )

BROWNS FERRY NUCLEAR PLANT (BFN) - UNIT 3 - AMERI CAN SOCI ETY
OF MECHANI CAL ENGI NEERS (ASME) SECTION XI, | NSERVI CE | NSPECTI ON
PROGRAM (1SI) - CLARI FI CATI ON TO REQUEST FOR RELIEF 3-1SI-11
(TAC NO. MB2560)

TVA submtted, by letter dated August 13, 2001, request for
relief 3-1SI-11 for the BFN Unit 3 ASME Section Xl Inservice
| nspection Program for the Browns Ferry Nucl ear Pl ant.

Request for relief 3-1SlI-11 uses the requirenents of ASME Code
Case N-648-1, “Alternative Requirenents for Inner Radius

Exam nation of Class 1 Reactor Vessel Nozzles, Section Xl,
Division |I,” for exam nation of the BFN Unit 3 reactor pressure
vessel nozzles using a direct (VT-1) exam nation rather than the
Code prescribed volunetric examnation. During its review of
request for relief 3-1SI-11, the NRC staff identified a question
regardi ng TVA' s proposed alternate exani nati on.

TVA and the NRC staff held a tel econference on Decenber 6, 2001
to discuss the NRC question. During that teleconference, the
NRC staff questioned whether TVA' s proposed visual (VT-1)

exam nation was a direct visual examor a renote visual exam
TVA stated that the exam nations for the RPV head vent and spare
nozzles (N7, N6A, and N6B) were intended to be conducted using a
direct visual exam nation performed in accordance with ASME
Section XlI, VT-1 requirenents.
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A subsequent tel econference was hel d between TVA and the NRC
staff on January 29, 2002, to further clarify TVA's proposed
alternate exam nation. This letter provides confirmation of

t he di scussions held between TVA and the NRC staff in the
Decenber 6, 2001, and January 29, 2002 teleconferences. As a
result, TVA will update the BFN Unit 3 ASME Section X, ISl
Programto explicitly show that the visual exam nation of the
RPV head nozzles (N7, N6A, and N6B) is perfornmed using a direct
enhanced vi sual (VT-1) exam nation, capable of a 1-m|

resol ution, perfornmed in accordance with ASME Section XI, VI-1
requi renents.

As stated in our |letters dated August 13, 2001, and January 9,
2002, TVA requests review of this request for relief to support
the Unit 3 Cycle 10 (Spring 2002) refueling outage.

| f you have any questions, please contact ne at (256) 729-2636.
Si ncerely,

original signed by

T. E. Abney

Manager of Licensing

and I ndustry Affairs

cc: See Page 3
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(Via NRC El ectronic Distribution)

cc: M. Paul E. Fredrickson, Branch Chi ef
U.S. Nucl ear Regul atory Commi ssi on
Regi on |
Sam Nunn Atl anta Federal Center
61 Forsyth Street, SW Suite 23T85
Atl anta, Georgia 30303-8931

NRC Resi dent | nspector
Browns Ferry Nucl ear Pl ant
P. O. Box 149

At hens, Al abam 35611

M. Kahtan N. Jabbour, Senior Project Manager
U.S. Nucl ear Regul atory Commi ssion

One White Flint, North

11555 Rockville Pike

Rockvill e, Maryland 20852-2739
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JVD: BAB
CcC: Bhat nagar, PAB 1E- BFN
Burzynski, BR 4X-C
Cross, LP 6A-C

Jones, POB 2C- BFN
Ladd, PEC-2A- BFN

O csvary, LP 6A-C
Root, PAB 1G BFN
Rupert, LP 6A-C

Si nger, LP 6A-C
Vigluicci, ET 11A-K
R. E. Wggall, PEC 2A-BFN
NSRB Support, LP 5MC
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