
February 25, 2002

MEMORANDUM TO: Those on the Attached List
 
FROM: Martin J. Virgilio, Director /RA by Margaret V. Federline Acting For/

Office of Nuclear Material Safety
     and Safeguards

SUBJECT: ISSUING A NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY FOR HEARING 

Recently, two opportunities for hearing were published in the Federal Register for a single
Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards (NMSS) licensing action.  Specifically, the opportunity
for hearing should be published in the Federal Register at the time of receipt and docketing of a
licensee request (e.g., new license, amendment, decommissioning plan, etc.).  A separate
hearing opportunity notice should not be published to announce the completion of an
environmental assessment and a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI).  Only one hearing
opportunity notice should be published in the Federal Register for a single proposed licensing
action.

Please be aware that examples in Draft NUREG -1748: �Environmental Review Guidance for
Licensing Actions Associated with NMSS Programs� may perpetuate the misunderstanding that
a hearing opportunity notice accompanies publication of a FONSI.  These examples and
associated guidance sections will be revised when NUREG -1748 is finalized.  In summary:

1. If an opportunity for hearing is to be provided, it should be published in the Federal
Register soon after the application is docketed;

2. Only one notice of opportunity for hearing should be published; and
3. A FONSI should be published in the Federal Register, generally, after the published

hearing opportunity notice.

Further, consistent with our current practices (Section 1.2.1 of NUREG-1748, �Environmental
Review Guidance for Licensing Actions Associated with NMSS Programs�), all environmental
assessments prepared by NRC Headquarters and regional staff must be sent to the
Environmental and Performance Assessment Branch (EPAB) for review prior to issuance. 
These efforts will better ensure compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and the
implementing regulations in Part 51.

Questions on this matter should be directed to EPAB staff.

CONTACT: Susanne Woods, NMSS/DWM/EPAB
(301) 415-7267
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Memorandum to Those on the Attached List

William E. Brach, Director, Spent Fuel Project Office, NMSS
Donald A. Cool, Director, Industrial and Medical Nuclear Safety, NMSS
John T. Greeves, Director, Division of Waste Management, NMSS
William Reamer, Deputy Director, Division of Waste Management, NMSS
Thomas H. Essig, Branch Chief, Division of Waste Management, EPAP
Charlotte E. Abrams, Section Chief, Division of Waste Management, E&LLW
Sandra L. Wastler, Section Chief, Division of Waste Management, PAIS
Larry Camper, Branch Chief, Division of Waste Management, DCB
Claudia Craig, Section Chief, Division of Waste Management, FDS
Scott Moore, Section Chief, Division of Waste Management, SPS
Janet Schlueter, Branch Chief, Division of Waste Management, HLWB
N. King Stablein, Section Chief, Division of Waste Management, P&ES
Andy C. Campbell, Section Chief, Division of Waste Management, RSS
Michael F. Weber, Director, Fuel Cycle Safety and Safeguards, NMSS
Robert C. Pierson, Deputy Director, Fuel Cycle Safety and Safeguards, NMSS
Robert A. Nelson, Section Chief, Fuel Cycle Safety and Safeguards, SS
Roberta S. Warren, Section Chief, Fuel Cycle Safety and Safeguards, TAT
Walter S. Schwink, Section Chief, Fuel Cycle Safety and Safeguards, IS
Melvyn N. Leach, Branch Chief, Fuel Cycle Safety and Safeguards, FCLB
Lidia A. Roche, Section Chief, Fuel Cycle Safety and Safeguards, LS
Gary S. Janosko, Section Chief, Fuel Cycle Safety and Safeguards, URS
Eric J. Leeds, Branch Chief, Fuel Cycle Safety and Safeguards, SPB
Joseph G. Giitter, Section Chief, Fuel Cycle Safety and Safeguards, ES
Susan M. Frant, Deputy Director, Division of Industrial and Medical Nuclear Safety, IMNS
John W. Hickey, Branch Chief, Materials Safety & Inspection Branch, MSIB
Larry L. Campbell, (Acting) Section Chief, Materials Safety & Inspection Branch, MSIB
Frederick D. Brown, Section Chief, Materials Safety & Inspection Branch, MSIB
Patricia K. Holahan, Branch Chief, Rulemaking and Guidance Branch, RGB
Melanie A. Galloway, Section Chief, Rulemaking and Guidance Branch, RGB
Allen G. Howe, Section Chief, Rulemaking and Guidance Branch, RGB
George Pangburn, Director, Division of Nuclear Materials Safety, RGN-I
Francis M. Costello, Deputy Director, Division of Nuclear Materials Safety, RGN-I
Ronald R. Bellamy, Chief, Decommissioning and Laboratory Branch, RGN-I
William Ruland, Chief, Nuclear Materials Safety Branch 1, RGN-I
John D. Kinneman, Chief, Nuclear Materials Safety Branch 2, RGN-I
Douglas M. Collins, Director, Division of Nuclear Materials Safety, RGN-II
Charles M. Hosey, Deputy Director, Division of Nuclear Materials Safety, RGN-II
Len Wert (Acting) Chief, Fuel Facilities Branch, RGN-II 
Thomas R. Decker, Chief, Materials Licensing/Inspection Branch 1, RGN-II
Jay Henson, Chief, Materials Licensing/Inspection Branch 2, RGN-II
Cynthia D. Pederson, Director, Division of Nuclear Materials Safety, RGN-III
Marc Dapas, Deputy Director, Division of Nuclear Materials Safety, RGN-III
Bruce Jorgensen, Chief, Decommissioning Branch, Bruce Jorgensen, RGN-III
Patrick L. Hiland, Chief, Fuel Cycle Branch,RGN-III 
Gary Shear, Chief, Materials Inspection Branch, RGN-III
John R. Madera, Chief, Materials Licensing Branch, RGN-III 
Dwight D.  Chamberlain, Director, Division of Nuclear Materials Safety, RGN-IV
D.  Blair Spitzberg, Chief, Fuel Cycle and Decommissioning Branch, RGN-IV
Mark Schaffer, Chief, Materials Inspection Branch, RGN-IV
Charles L. Cain, Chief, Materials Licensing Branch, RGN-IV
      


