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P-ROGEEDI-NGS
(1:30 p.m)

MR. CAMERON: Good afternoon, everyone. |
woul d I'i ke to wel cone you to the NRC s public scoping
neeting on the environnental review for the
applications that the NRC has received from the
Excel on Conpany to renewthe |icenses for Units 2 and
3 at the Peach Bottom Atomi c Power Station.

And nmy name is Chip Caneron. | amthe
speci al counsel for public liaison in the Ofice of
General Counsel at the Nucl ear Regul at ory Conmmi ssi on.
And it's ny pleasure to serve as your facilitator for
t oday' s neeti ng.

And before we get into the substance of
the neeting, what | would like to do is just cover
three itens briefly on neeting process. And | would
like totalk to you first, objectives of the neeting;
secondly, tell youalittle bit about the format and
ground rules that we are going to use for today's
neeting, and third, give you an agenda overview SO
that you know what to expect today.

Internms of objectives of the neeting, the
first one is for the Nucl ear Regul atory Conmm ssi on,
the NRC, totell you about the |icense renewal process

at the NRC, and specifically to tell you about the
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environnmental review part of the NRCI|icense renewal
pr ocess.

And this neeting is called a scoping
neeting, and scoping is a term that is wused in
connection wth the devel opnment of an environnental
i mpact statenent by federal agencies. You are going
to hear the term EIS this afternoon, which is
shorthand for environmental inpact statenent.

But what scoping is, is it's a process
where the NRC goes out and asks, in this case, the
menbers of the community what their recommendati ons
areinterns of what i nformati on should be exploredin
the environmental inpact statement, what inpacts
shoul d be | ooked at, what types of alternatives should
be | ooked at in the environnental inpact statenent,
what net hodol ogi es shoul d be used.

So in other words, it really hel ps the NRC
to determine what the scope of the environnental
i npact statenment should be. And the environnental
i npact statenment is a fundanental docunent that
assists the NRC in naki ng a decision on whether the
| i cense application to renew the |icenses at Peach
Bott om shoul d be grant ed.

And that second objective |leads ne into

the format for tonight's -- or for today's neeting.
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And keep in mnd that the NRC is accepting witten
comments on the scoping issues. And they wll tell
you in alittle bit about how that is to be done.

But we wanted to be here with you in
person this afternoon and to listen to your coments.
You may hear conments this afternoon that will give
you information and help you in preparing witten
comments if you choose to do so.

But | just want to assure you that
anything that you say this afternoon is going to be
gi ven the sanme wei ght as any witten coments that are
submitted to the NRC

In ternms of format, we are going to have
two brief NRC presentations to give you sone
background on | i cense renewal . The first presentation
is going to be on the license renewal process
generally. Then we will go to you for any questions
t hat you may have about that process to nake sure t hat
everything is clear.

The second NRC presentationis goingto be
on the environnmental reviewprocess and again we w ||
go out to you for questions. That will bring us to
t he second segnment of today's neeting, which is a
chance to hear fromyou, to hear sonme formal comments

fromthose of you in the community who wi sh to do so
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on information that the NRC should look at in
preparing the environnmental inpact statenent.

And there are sonme sign-up cards if you
want to talk today, and it is not to late to sign up
to speak. And | want to nake sure that everybody gets
a chance to talk who wants to this afternoon.

And | would just ask you to try to be
conci se in your questions and cormments and just as a
general ground rul e | woul d ask you that you keep your
comments to approximately five mnutes to make sure
that we have tine for everyone today.

And when you do ask a questi on or when you
come up to make your comments, please give us your
nane and your affiliation, if appropriate. W are
taking atranscript of the neeting today and that will
al l owt he stenographer to get a clear i dea and gi ve us
a clear idea of who you are today.

Interns of the agenda, as | nentioned, we
are going to start with two NRC presentations. And
the first presentation is going to be by an NRC st aff
person, Raj Anand, who is right over here -- Raj.

And Raj is the project manager for the
safety evaluation on the Peach Bottom |icense
applications. And Raj is a nechani cal engi neer and he

has been with the NRC for approximately 21 years in
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the area of the licensing of nuclear power reactors.

Qur second presentation is going to be by
M. Duke Wheel er, who is right down here. And Duke is
the environmental project manager for the |icense
renewal at Peach Bottom Both Duke and Raj are in the
NRC s Ofice of Nuclear Reactor Regul ation.

Duke has an engi neering degree also from
the West Point MIlitary Acadeny. He is qualified as
a navy nucl ear power plant operator and he has been
with the NRC for approximately 20 years on not only
t he I'i censi ng of nucl ear power plants, but alsointhe
NRC i nspection program of nucl ear power plants.

And | just want to thank you all for
taking the tinme to be with us here today. The NRC has
an i mportant decision to make on whether to renewthe
| i censes at Peach Bottom And we appreciate the
i nformation that you may give us today that will help
us with that decision.

One final note is that the NRC, with the
obj ective of trying to i nprove upon how we do public
nmeetings, there is a formon the desk out there. It
is a public neeting feedback form

I f you have any suggesti ons on how we did
or how we could do better, comments on how we have

done, please fill this out and either | eave it here or
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take it hone and it is already stanped, so to speak.
And it has Duke's address onit and it will get to him
and we will put that into our process.

And with that, what | would like to dois
togoto Raj Anand to give us a perspective on |icense
renewal generally. Raj.

MR. ANAND: Thank you, Chip.

Good afternoon, |adies and gentlenen. As
Chip nmentioned, | am Raj Anand. |'m the project
manager for the safety review of the application for
i cense renewal for the Peach Bottom Atom c Power
Station, Units 2 and 3.

Slide 3, please.

As you know, on July 2, 2001, Excelon

submtted a license renewal application for Peach
Bott om Atomi ¢ Power Station, Units 2 and 3.
The operating |licenses for Peach Bottom Unit 2 and
Unit 3 currently expire in 2013 and 2014. And the
| i cense renewal process that | want to overviewwth
you, i s essentially the same as the original |icensing
process when these plants were first constructed.

The Atom c Energy Act and NEPA provide
t hat t he Nucl ear Regul at ory Commi ssion is responsible
for public health and safety, protection of

t he envi ronnent, and a common def ense and security. It
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al so provi ded t hat each power reactor woul d have a 40-
year |icense term

But the Atom c Energy Act went on to say
t hat those | i censes coul d be renewed. The ori gi nal 40-
year |license termwas based primarily on the
anti-trust and economc factors, not on technica
limtation of the plant design.

However, having established a 40-year
|icense term the Conmission realized in the early
1980s that we woul d have to establish a process
in order to make license renewal decisions. So the
NRC set forth requirenments for |icense renewal in Part
54 to Title 10, which you nmay hear us refer to
periodical ly t hroughout this briefing presentation as
10 CFR Part 54.

There is a conpanion regulation that
provi des t he scope of the environnmental review, and it
is provided in Part 51, al so known as 10 CFR Part 51.

Applications for |license renewal are
subm tted years in advance for several reasons. If a
utility decides to replace a nucl ear power plant, it
could take up to 10 years to plan and construct new
generating capacity to replace that nuclear power
plant. In addition, plans to replace or recondition

maj or conmponents are early considerations for |icense
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renewal .

Li censees are currently | ooking at |icense
renewal in order to understand what the expectations
are regarding the plant inspections and
mai nt enance practices for the period of extended
operation, in order to make these decisions about
whet her or not it is cost effective to continue pl ant
operation, or to decomm ssion it, or to extend the
| i censes.

Slide 4, please.

The process that the NRC provi des for, as
Chip nentioned, essentially runs in two parallel
paths. There is a safety review that | ooks at the
scope of license renewal issues. And that scope is
focused on the agi ng managenent prograns for passive
| ong-lived structures and conponents.

The reason that the Comm ssion felt that
could be the focus of these regulations is because
there are ongoi ng regul atory process
t hat nonitor the mai ntenance of the current |icensing
basis and the provisions for things |ike energency
pl anni ng and security plans.

There are things that need to be
constantly attended to. However, those processes do

not explicitly look at the plant's design capability
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to cope wthlong-termdegradati on of equi prent due to
agi ng effects.

So the licenserenewal application focuses
on those i nspecti on prograns and nmai nt enance practi ces
that are used to maintain the nmargi ns of
safety in the plant safety equipnent. Simlarly, we
conduct an environnental review, which M. Duke
Wheeler is going to address that in nore detail.

Slide 5, please.

The two principal products fromthe NRC
staff are a Safety Evaluation Report, and an
Envi ronnment al | npact Statenent. Those are taken
together with two ot her pieces.

One i s an i ndependent revi ewof the safety
i ssues by the Conmission's Advisory Committee on
React or Safeguards. That is an independent body of
experts from the industry and acadenmi a, who have
particul ar expertise on safety issues, and they | ook
at the quality of the staff's safety findings.

There is al so an i ndependent inspection
program that verifies certain key elements of the
staff's safety findings. And so, collectively, the
Conmi ssion's decision on this license renewal
application will rely on a Safety Eval uati on Report,

an Envi ronnmental | npact Statenment that devel oped with
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public participation, an ACRS report, and an
| nspecti on Report.

And t hose are t he four principal products.
The schedule for this activity is about 25 nonths,
because for this application we have had no petitions
tointervene for a hearing. Had there been a petition
subm tted and granted, then the schedul e woul d have
been 30 nonths to get through the whol e process.

| will be available after the neeting if
there are any questions that you have about the agi ng
managenent programreview, or the specifics of
the safety review process, and the ulti mte contents
of the safety evaluation report. But unless there are
any particul ar questions you have about the overal
process, I'mgoingtoturnit over to M. Duke Weel er
to go through the environnmental review for this
| i censing acti on.

Thank you, |adies and gentlenen, for
heari ng ne.

MR. CAMERON:. Ckay, Raj. Let's see if
there's anybody that has any questions about the
overall license renewal process before we go to Duke.

Are there any questi ons about schedul e or
what NRC s responsibilities are in terns of |icense

renewal ?
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(No response).

MR. CAMERON: All right. Well, let's go
to Duke, who is going to tal k about the environnental
revi ew process on |icense renewal .

Duke Weel er.

MR. VWHEELER: Thank you, Chip and Raj.

Good afternoon. And thank you for taking
of your time this afternoonto joinus and participate
in our nmeeting. | am Duke Wheeler and | am the
environnmental project manager. On our team we have
menbers of the NRC staff and we al so have several
experts from national |aboratories to bring their
expertise into the Peach Bottomenvironnental review.

The Nati onal Environnental Policy Act, or
NEPA, was enacted in 1969 and it requires us to
i mpl ement a systematic approach to evaluating
envi ronmental inpacts. Qur focus here is on the
environnental inpacts of a 20-year renewal of the
Peach Bottom operating I|icense which has been
requested by the |i censee, Excel on Generati on Conpany.

W will also consider environnental
i mpacts of any alternatives to the proposed action
whi ch may be avail able, and that would include a
no-action alternative: in other words, sinply not

approving the request for |license renewal.
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The NEPA process i s basically a di scl osure
tool. Theintent is for us to provide information to
the public and also to gather information fromthe
public that may be helpful to us in reaching our
deci si on.

We consi der |icense renewal to be a maj or
federal action. And what that neans i n the context of
the work we are doing here is that we will prepare an
environmental inpact statement, which is a nore
det ai | ed docunment t han we m ght ot herw se prepare for
aless significant |icensing action which would not be
consi dered a maj or federal action.

W are in the process at this point of
gathering in the informati on we need to prepare that
docunent . In particular at this stage we are
perform ng, as you have heard, what we call scoping.

W are having this neeting this afternoon
as a part of our scoping process for the purpose of
providing you, the public, and other governnent
agencies with an opportunity to participate in our
process by sharing with us any information which you
may believe would have sonme bearing on our
envi ronnent al eval uati on.

In particular, we are |looking for

information that may not be readily available or

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

15

concerns that menbers of the public may have whi ch may
not have been addressed by the licensee in their
environnental report, which wasa—t was included as a
part of their |icense renewal application to us.

W want to take a | ook at those interests
and see if they warrant further eval uation by us for
the devel opnent of a draft environnental i npact
st at enent .

This slide provides what we call our
deci sion standard. It states what it is we are trying
to do, the decision we are trying to reach, which is
basi cal | y whet her or not the environnental inpacts of
the proposed license renewal are so great as to
preclude |icense renewal as a reasonabl e alternative.

| would |'ike to enphasize that if we were
to decide in the end that |icense renewal is
accept abl e froman envi ronnent al perspective, all that
neans is that it will be okay for the licensee to
operate for the additional 20 years.

W don't determ ne whether they actually
will operate for those additional 20 years. Those
decisions are made el sewhere, in particular by the
| i censees t hensel ves and al so by state regul ators. It
is possible that a licensee could determ ne after al

of this that it is not economcally feasible to
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conti nue operating the plant.

That is their decision. W are sinply
determ ni ng whet her continued operation through the
| i cense renewal periodis acceptable environnentally.
This slide gives a little nore detail on the
envi ronnment al portion of our |icense renewal process.

The | i censee' s applicati on was recei ved by
us on July 2nd of this year. On Septenber 24th, we
i ssued a notice of our intent to perform scoping,
whi ch we are doing now, and our intent to devel op an
envi ronnental inpact statement for the proposed
action.

The scoping phase of our environnental
revieww || end on Novenber 26th. After that, we wll
conpl ete the devel opnent of a draft environnental
I mpact statenment and we expect to issue that draft for
public coment in early July of next year

W wi |l al so conme back here toward t he end
of July for another public neeting such as this one
with you to focus on the draft environnental inpact
statenent and give you an opportunity to provide us
any comments you nay have.

After receiving and evaluating those
comments, we will then devel op the final environnental

i mpact statenment, which we expect toissue in February
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of 2003. We gather the information for our eval uation
from a nunber of different sources, including the
docunments sent to us by Excel on

W al so neet and correspond with federal,
state and | ocal governnent officials and interested
people from the Ilocal comunity who my have
information that will help us in our environnenta
eval uati on.

W also go to the site, which is another
part of what we are doing here this week -- getting
famliar with the |l ay of the | and, exam ning features
of particular environmental interest, and observing
first-hand how the site interacts wth the
envi ronnent .

Qur teamfocuses on several environnental
interests. This slide shows the sort of areas that we
are | ooking at -- everything fromthe air to the water
to under the ground. W also look at things like
soci oeconom cs, which is: How does the plant affect
people's lives econom cal ly?

And as a related interest, we are
consi dering environnmental justice, which focuses our
attention on the question of whether there are any
m nority or |owincone popul ati on groups that nmay be

di sproportionately inpacted by the proposed |icense
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renewal .

Just listing a few dates, key dates from
an earlier slide, here is our schedule of nmgjor
m | est ones. We are going to conplete the scoping
process by Novenber 26th. That is when the public
comment period ends.

And after that, as | indicated, we wll
i ssue our draft environnental inpact statenent in
July. And we expect to issue a final docunent
February of 2003.

| amt he agency's primary poi nt of contact
for the environnental review. Note that the slide
i ncl udes ny phone nunber. However, | will still need
to get your input in some formthat we can use, either
inwiting or as Chipindicated, verbal comments gi ven
here at this neeting, which is being transcribed.

And the transcriptionof this meeting wll
become the witten record of your conments.
Arrangenents have been made for docunents associ at ed
with license renewal environmental review to be
| ocated -- to be nmade avail able to you | ocally.

The Collinsville Comunity Library in
Brogue has been ki nd enough to nake sone shel f space
avai |l abl e for docunments related to our environnental

review. Ask For Martha Gunder or Essie Day and they
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will be happy to help you

In Maryl and, the Whiteford branch of the
Harford County Public Library systemhas al so of fered
to provide space on their shelves related to this
environnental review. Look for M. George Mre Meyn
or any nenber of his staff and he will be happy to
hel p you.

And both Ilibraries wll continue to
recei ve docunents that are generated in the course of
our environnmental review Al so, docunments will be
avai |l abl e i n our docunent managenent system whi ch can
be accessed on our Internet web page.

I f youwould |liketo submt comrents to us
ot her than the transcribed verbal comrents today, we
have established several options. You can wite us a
| etter, and this slide shows the address t hat we woul d
ask that you use

You can certainly stop by in personif you
happen to be in the Rockville, Miryland area. And
that is not as farfetched as it sounds, since ny
officeisjust alittle over an hour and a half, two-
hour drive from here.

W have al so set up a special e-nmail box
for the Peach Bottomenvironnmental review. So if you

prefer using e-mail, that is another nethod that you
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can use to give us your conments.

That basi cal | y concl udes ny presentati on.
I f anybody has any specific questions for ne
concerning the environnental review process, we can
t ake those now. O herw se, | thank you for your tine,
and thank you again for being here.

MR. CAMERON: Thanks, Duke.

You have heard the safety side of |icense
renewal from Raj Anand. You heard the environnenta
aspects of it. Both of those cone together and are
eval uated by the NRC staff in making a decision on
i cense renewal .

Do we have comments -- or questions,
rather -- on Duke Wheeler's presentation on the
envi ronnental revi ew?

(No response).

MR. CAMERON:. | guess | should add -- and
| think I"'mgoing to put alittle burden on you with
this, Duke. The NRC s web site has been down for
eval uati on because of the security considerations
flowi ng out of the Septenber 11th event.

Usual Iy, you could go to the web site and
you could find the docunents on |license renewal for
Peach Bottom That portion of the web site is

supposed to be up in approximately a nonth and | am
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going to ask Duke perhaps to talk a little bit about
t hat .

But if you need information, if you have
qguestions, | think you can feel freeto call or to e-
mai | Duke on that.

MR. WHEELER: Right. Yes, Chipis right.
Si nce, of course, Septenber 11th, everybody has taken
a long, hard l ook at information that is avail abl e out
there to the public.

And we have decided to pull back a | ot of
t hings, take a second |look at it, and then repl ace
i nformati on on our public web site step by step as we
confirmthat that is indeed acceptable froma safety
perspective. And so, since things are changing on
alnost a daily basis, | can't tell you exactly what is
avai | abl e t oday.

But | can tell you that if on any given
day in the future -- next week, next nonth, three
nonths from now -- if there is sonething you are
| ooking for and cannot find, give nme a call at the
nunber that you have on your handout -- ny slide -- ny
phone nunber on your slide -- and we wi Il work through
it.

And if you can at l|east identify to ne

what you are | ooking for, | can take that. W' || hang
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up the phone. | will run down exactly howthat can be
made avail able to you and get back to you.

MR CAMERON: Ckay, thanks, Duke.

Let's go to the nost i nportant part of the
neeting today, whichis to hear fromall of you. And
| want to start with | ocal governnment officials. And
then we are going to hear from Peach Bottom and
Excel on personnel w th background on their |icense
renewal application.

And then we wll go out to other
i nterested nmenbers of the community. And | would |ike
tostart with M. Christopher Reilly, whois president
of the York County Comm ssioners.

And, Chris, if you would like to cone up
here, that may be the best place.

MR. REILLY: Thank you, Chip, and good
afternoon, everyone. It is a pleasure to be here and
| want to welcone the nenbers of the NRC Safety
Conmittee to York County, the | and of high-fat snack
foods and low taxes. W're glad to have you here.

| got to neet with several of the NRC
managenent team prior to the neeting and they are
really a bunch of nice guys for nuclear scientists,
"1l tell you. My naneis Chris Reilly and I am

presi dent of the York County Board of Conmm ssioners.
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| am also a resident of York County, of course. |
live in York Township, which is in central York
County, about 25 mles fromwhere we are today.

On behalf of the York County Board of
Conmi ssi oners, including ny col | eagues, vi ce presi dent
Conmi ssi oner Donahue and al so Conmi ssioner d ass, |
respectfully urge t he Nucl ear Regul atory Comm ssionto
approve a 20-year license extension to Peach Bottom
At omi ¢ Power Stati on.

In the aftermath of the events that
occurred on Septenber 11th and the subsequent war on
terrorismnow being waged in the Mddle East, it is
critical that we focus on donestic energy production
and limt Anerica' s reliance on foreign oil.

The conti nued operati on of qual ity nucl ear
facilities -- and | do nmean quality -- such as Peach
Bottom will ensure that we have the clean energy
necessary to power our homes and busi nesses, even
during tines of nat i onal and i nt ernati onal
uncertainty.

Just as critical, however, is the
i mportance of Peach Bottom Atomic Power Station to
Yor k County. The pl ant provi des hundreds of | ocal and
regional residents with

good- payi ng jobs. But nore inportantly, Peach Bottom
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i s an outstanding corporate citizen and nei ghbor.

Excel on has contri but ed generously to many
wort hy projects and causes in Delta Borough and Peach
Bott om Townshi p. For exanple, the county-affiliated
Del ta Seni or Center has received thousands of dollars
in noney and
equi pnent from Excelon during ny tenure as
conmi ssi oner.

The county, school district and host
muni ci pality al so derive significant tax revenue from
the plant. Open communication, accountability and
accessibility are also hallmrks of York County's
relationship with Peach Bottom At om ¢ Power Station

| have toured the plant on several
occasions and attend periodic informational and
outreach forums at the
plant as well as the annual Comrunity and Enpl oyee
Open House. | know many Excelon executives,
supervi sors and managers on first-nane basis.

The plant al so sends a representative to
our weekly county commi ssioner's neetings. That's 52
times a year that a representative fromPeach Bottom
i s in attendance, hearing about and commenti ng on not
only what is taking place at the plant but what is

taki ng place at the county |evel.
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Peach Bottom has an exenplary record of
safety, is avital component of the | ocal econony and
deeply
cares about our comunity. By extending Peach Bottom
At omi c Power Station's operatinglicense, the NRCw ||
help ensure at |east two nore decades of grow h,
opportunity and prosperity in York County.

Thank you for allowi ng nme the opportunity
t o express our support -- the Board of Conmmi ssioners'
support -- for our friends at Peach Bottom

MR. CAMERON: Thank you very mnuch,

M. Reilly.

Next we are going to go to Kay Carman, who
is the coordinator of enmergency operations for the
York County Department of Emergency Services.

Wi chever you are nost confortable wth,
Kay. You can cone right up here, if you would |ike.

M5. CARMAN: Fromt he ener gency managenent
standpoint, |, too, wuld Ilike to echo what
Conmmi ssioner Reilly said about the NRC taking a | ook
at renewing the license for Units 2 and 3 for Peach
Bott om

What has happened with the nuclear
i ndustry being resident in York County is, it has nmade

our j obs as emergency managenent persons easier. They
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work with us on planning issues and on training
| ssues.

So when we think back to those horrible
times, to Septenber 11th, York County is rather well
prepared because of the nuclear industry. Peach
Bott om has been a viable partner in that. So from
t hat standpoint, we would again |ike the NRC to take
a look at renewing that |icense and keeping Peach
Bott om here.

W kind of |ike them They are a good nei ghbor.

MR. CAMERON: Okay. Thank you very rmnuch,
Kay.

Next we are going to hear fromofficials
fromnot only the Peach Bottom station but also the
Excel on Conmpany about the application to renew the
license. And | would Iike to ask Jay Doering, who is
the vice president at the Peach Bottom station, to
come up and address us.

MR. DOERING  Good afternoon. As Chip
mentioned, | am Jay Doering. | am the site vice
president responsible for the operation of Peach
Bottom And | would like to thank all of you for
comng today -- the public officials, the nunber of
people from the business comunity and private

citizens -- to show their support.
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It is a privilege for me to be here and
tal k about this good news. And it is good news that
we are applying for a renewal of our license. It is
environnental | y good news, as you have al ready heard.
It is also econom cally good news, not only for the
community, which we heard about, but also for
consunmers.

| amgoing totell youalittle bit about
nysel f, not because | want to tal k about nmysel f, but
just to give you a flavor of the type of fol ks that
are running the power plant. And then | amgoing to
talk to you about why it is possible that we can
extend the life of this plant and why it's a good
thing for the comunity.

| have over 30 years in this business. |
have spent themfirst at Peach Bottomand t hen during
the start-up of Peach Bottom | was the start-up
engi neer here. Then after a while | left and | went
to the Linmerick nucl ear generating stationto start up
t he nucl ear generating station.

| was licensed, a licensed reactor
operator, senior |licensed reactor operator at both of
those facilities. Then | got out of the power plants,
per se, and | went off into oversight, going and

j udgi ng the operation, not only at Peach Bottom and
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Li merick, but several other nucl ear power plants, too,
whi ch brought ne invaluable experience in ny own
career devel opnent.

Then | |l eft the nucl ear business for three
years, still with our conpany, and was responsi bl e for
t he operation of our fossil and hydro facilities. So
| amvery famliar with Conowi ngo Dam very famliar
with Muddy Run as part of that job.

Then in 1998, it was like a reunion. |
canme back to Peach Bottom after being away for 20
years and t ook over the job of vice president at Peach
Bottom | have a home at three mles from Linerick
generating station.

| still have that hone. That is where
raised my famly, threem|les fromLinerick generating
station. But | also now have a honme down here al ong
the river in Airville, RD. Airville. And that al so
is about three mles as the crow flies from Peach
Bott om | enjoy living near nuclear power plants
because it makes for a shorter drive to work.

Peach Bottomis a very special place to
work, I'Il tell you that. The reason it's a special
pl ace to work -- very speci al people at Peach Bottom
| get to know a lot of people just through public

contact and that sort of thing. But at Peach Bottom
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you find very, very dedi cated workers, very dedi cat ed
work force, a lot of teamwrk, very focused on the
quality of operation.

That's why this 27-year-old power plant
can continue to operate so exceptionally well, setting
records year after year. This past year we generated
over 18 mllion negawatt hours of electricity. That
was a record for us. That is enough to supply the
power supplies of three mllion homes. That's a |lot.

The reliability of our plant |ast year,
over 94 percent. That neans we t ook Peach Bottom and
were able to run it full power all the tine and not
even have to refuel it. If you |ooked at it that way
and then sai d, "Ckay, what percent of all that energy
did we get out of the plant?" we get over 94 percent,
or did |ast year out of that plant.

We have been over five mllion man-hours
without a lost-tinme accident down at Peach Bottom
That's a long tinme. It has been years since we have
had sonmebody m ss work because of an injury.

We are cost conpetitive. Peach Bottom
generates electricity at a cost that is cheaper than
any fossil conpetition. And there isn't any kind of
fossil plant -- coal, oil, or gas -- that can generate

electricity cheaper than Peach Bottom
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So we work hard at findi ng ways to run our
pl ant safer, nore economc, just to continue to
increase the quality of the plant. It is judged
periodically not only by the NRC but also by the
Institute of Nuclear Power Operations.

That is our watchdog organi zati on out of
Atl anta. And they cone around once every two years
and do a very thorough evaluation to the plant. Two
years ago we were evaluated and we got the highest
rating that they have -- excellent -- in the NRCthat
conti nuously eval uates us and i n general eval uates us
very well with all categories.

So in preparing for our |icense renewal
application, the project teanis ultimte goal was to
provide the nuclear with docunent facing on how we
have the right programs in place. W have the right
peopl e i n place and we have the right design in place
t hat makes an extension of our |icense, a renewal of
our |license a very sound deci sion.

It nmeans environnental ly-friendly power
for the community for another 20 years. It means jobs
for approximately 1,000 people over that period of
time. It nmeans a positive inmpact on the |ocal
econony, as covered by Chris: taxes and services,

pl ant enpl oyees and their famlies livinginthe area.
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It nmeans support of the community. W get
very nmuch i nvol ved in conmunity activities around t he
pl ant. Mason-Di xon Busi ness Associ ation, the Delta
Peach Bottom El ementary School. We have a program
goi ng there cal | ed School Buddi es where enpl oyees from
the power plant team up with the teachers at the

school and visit the school on a regular basis to talk

to the students -- a very successful programnot only
for the students but | would say for the enployees
also. It really builds norale.

Thousands of dollars are contributed to
the United Way by our enployees at Peach Bottom
Hundreds of pints of blood go to the Anerican Red
Cross each year. There's little |eague coaches.
There's PTA presidents. There's a |ot of volunteer
firemen. There's a lot of church | eaders, all com ng
out of Peach Bottom And that's an inpact that we
have on the pl an.

And | would like to stop here, but
unfortunately because of the events of Septenber 11t h,
| really can't. | have to say a little bit about
security. W have a very, very good security program
at Peach Bottomand we have been inprovingit. It has
been getting better and better and better over the

years. We have been very successful in tests and
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drills that we run with our security program

Now, after Septenber 11th we have expanded
that security in cooperation with the State of
Pennsyl vani a. W have expanded the security program
around the power plant. W certainly can't tal k about
it too nuch for obvious reasons. But | can tell you
that it is a major focus in the power plant right now
and we feel that we are adequately protecting the
power plant, protecting enpl oyees of the power pl ant,
and of course protecting the public around the power
pl ant .

So re- licensing Peach Bottomis a sound
decision. It's a sound business decision. It's a
sound environmental decision. And it's also a sound
comruni ty deci si on

So thank you all today for being here and
for you support. And thank you for the teamfromthe
NRC and t he nati onal | abs for everything you are doi ng
for us today.

MR, CAMERON: Ckay, thank you, Jay.

W are going to continue with the Peach
Bott om perspective and we are going to ask M. Fred
Putaskit- Pol aski to come up and talk. And Fred is the
manager of |icense renewal for Excel on

Fr ed.
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MR PBEASKE- POLASKI @ Thank you, Chip, and

t hank everyone for being here today.

As Chip said, | amExcel on's manager for
i censure and | have responsibility for the |license
renewal project at Peach Bottom a project we have
going on for two of our plants in Illinois and any
future ones that we will renew our |icenses on.

And Excel on i s so confident about the safe
operation of our nucl ear power plants that our | ong-
term plans are to renew the licenses on all of our
plants. | haven't made t hat deci si on or announced any
specifics, but that is where we believe we are going
in the future.

Speci fically, onthe Peach Bottomproj ect,
PECO, before we nerged with the Unicom the utility
fromlIllinois, and made a decision in 1998 to renew
the |license on Peach Bottom At omi ¢ Power station, we
began t he project in 1999 and prepared an application
whi ch we submtted 2nd July of this year.

There was a lot of tine, effort, hard
work, and a lot of good technical engineering
expertise put into the preparation of that
application. W prepared two partstoit. Oneis the
part 54, safety evaluation. The other is the part 51,

envi ronnental application.
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Bot h of those were very extensive revi ew.
As Jay nentioned, we had to review it to nmake sure
that we have got programs in place to adequately
manage agi ng. And we did that and it was an extensive
engineering effort. Wilel was sitting there, | just
did a qui ck back-of -the-envel ope cal cul ati on.

W have probably put about 100 man-years
of effort into the preparation of those two
applications and nmaking them ready for NRC review.
One together to nention is, we did a thorough review
of the plant froma safety viewpoi nt and one of the
guestions that always gets asked is: Well, are you
doi ng new t hi ngs nowthat you need to do? Because you
want to run it for another 20 years.

And as we did that review, we only
determined that there were two very snall additiona
prograns that needed to be instituted at Peach Bottom
to neet the regulations required by Part 54.

Al'l of the programs we've got in place
now, we've had them in place since we started to
operate the plant have been designed to nanage agi ng
in that plant to make sure that it will neet its
safety functions and that those prograns we have in
pl ace will continue to do that when we run this pl ant

for an additional 20 years.
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I n addi ti on to our own i n-house expertise
-- and we had a group of about nine people in-house
wor ki ng on the project -- whose experience i n nucl ear
busi ness ranged anywhere from20 to 30 years, we had
outside expertise help us ©prepare both the
environnmental and t he safety applications, all of whom
have extensive anpbunts of expertise in this area.

And t he concl usion that everyone reached
i s that Peach Bottomcan operate safely for anot her 20
years. And from the environnental side, we can do
that with insignificant inpact on the environnent.

| guess what | would like todoistotry
to convey that we believe that Peach Bottom has
operated safely since 1973, will continue to operate
safely. And if the NRC grants us the additional 20
years, we will continue to operate for another 20
years and wll be able to generate over 2,300
nmegawatts of clean, reliable, safe, environnentally
benign electricity that all of us will benefit from

And it's the right thing to do from our
vi ewpoi nt, both for the conpany and the comunity and
the country to continue to operate this plant for
anot her 20 years. Thank you

MR. CAMERON: Thank you very nuch, Fred.

W are going to go to other interested
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menbers of the conmmunity now. And just to give you a
previewwe are goingto start with Sal vatore Ferranti,
then go to Bill Dorward and then John Tucker. And |
would ask M. Ferranti, who is a |ocal business
person, to conme up and talk to us.

MR. FERRANTI : Good afternoon, everybody.
And what | would like to do first is, | would like to
i ntroduce nyself. M name is Sal Ferranti and | have
lived inthis community for 18 years. As a matter of
fact, | live only one mle away fromthe nucl ear power
pl ant .

| obtai ned a bachel or of sci ence degreein
mechani cal engineering from the University of
Pennsyl vania and | currently own Delta Pizzain Delta.
And about seven years ago we expanded that facility
into Ferranti's Fine Dining Restaurant. And about
three years ago we expanded that and we opened a new
| ocation in Witeford. And just recently we opened
anot her | ocation in York.

So we are very successful. And one of the
reasons that nmy business is so successful is because
of the business that Excel on or PECO brings into our
community. Throughout the years, PECO has created a
significant growth for my business because we cater

their seminars, their training classes, their
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nmeeti ngs.

And nost of all, directly into this
community PECO is creating an influx of people into
t he area fromsubcontractors, and there are even their
own enpl oyees. And these people spend in the
conmuni ty.

Just |i ke ny business, |I'msure that other
busi nesses, fromlocal supermarkets and gas stations
and ot her businesses in the conmunity live in a great
deal because of PECO | would also like to rem nd you
that the way that this community cane to be was
because of the local quarries which were into this
ar ea.

Those quarries cane to be and gave al so a
| ot of business to the community. They supported a
|l ocal rail system They also supported many
busi nesses. They hired a lot of people. And
unfortunately, those quarries' days are gone.

Wien those quarries were gone, they took
alot of people with them A lot of people left this
area. A lot of businesses were shut down: hotels,
restaurants, bowing alleys. W cannot afford that
today. W cannot afford a big conpany |like PECO to
| eave our community. W cannot relive this history.

The ot her i ssue that cones to m nd when |
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|ive beside a nuclear power plant is safety. The
degree which | obtained in engineering has taught ne
that these structures are extrenely strong. | feel
very, very confortable to |live beside a nucl ear power
pl ant .

And what happened with t he Sept enber 11th
attacks, | know it has raised a | ot of questions and
a |lot of people into our conmunity. But let nme tell
you, these are terrorist attacks and these people
could act as they acted into our mail system

Do we stop using the mail? W can't do
that. They could act into our water system Do we
stop drinking the water that we drink? W can't do
that. Do we stop using electricity that we use? W
can't do that.

W cannot change our way of life. And
that's why we are in a war with terrorismand not in
a war with nuclear power plants. And third of all,
PECO has also maintained great parks into our
conmunity. It donates to our fire department. It
al so donates to our |ocal anbul ance groups.

Just about three weeks ago, | was into
Heritage Festival. W were raising noney for our
community. And | seen Jay at the festival, the vice

president, taking part into conmunity organi zati ons.
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For this reason, | believe that PECO is a safe
establishnent. | feel confortable |iving beside PECO
and working into this community.

| amproud of this community and | realize
that PECO is probably one of the econom c hearts of
our comunity. |It's an asset to our community. And
for this reason | urge Chip and the rest of the NRC
and whoever nmkes the decisions. | also urge
comunity | eaders and communi ty nenbers and resi dents
to consider carefully and support the renewal |icense
for PECO

Thank you.

MR. CAMERON: Thank you very nuch,
M. Ferranti.

Next let's hear from M. Bill Dorward.
And he is the business agent for the Sheet Metal
Wor kers Local 19.

MR. DORWARD: Good afternoon. M nane is
Bill Dorward and |I'm a business agent for the Sheet
Met al Workers Local 19 here in the i nmedi ate area and
| represent the 371 sheet nmetal workers who over the
years of this plant's existence have worked in the
construction and the maintenance of this facility.

Most of the 371 nmenmbers | have spoken

about live in the York and Lancaster areas, nore
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i mportantly depend on the safe and good- payi ng j obs
that support their famlies and this community. But
| would like to take a nonent to tal k about sonet hi ng
probably of primary inportance to this |ocal union.
And that is job safety.

Very sinply, | have never had t he pl easure
of referring sheet nmetal workers to a job site with
such an i npeccabl e -- i npeccabl e -- safety rating that
this facility has. Listen, with the rise of deaths
and injuries to construction workers, slight rise in
the United States, | can only tell you and w sh that
all the jobs that ny nenbers go to, | wish that their
enpl oyers had that kind of commtnent.

| wish the comunity had that kind of
comm tment that | think Excel on does at this facility.

Thank you for your tine.

MR. CAMERON: Ckay, thank you very much
M. Dorward.

Let's hear next from M. John Tucker.

MR TUCKER: Hi . Good afternoon. And

| i ke everybody el se said, "I amJohn Tucker." Both ny
friends call nme Jack. | bring a little different
viewpoint. | started working at Peach Bottomin 1963

and canme through the process of building a plant,

goi ng through the grow ng pai ns, seeing a new plant
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come up and seeing the quality of the people who
wor ked there carry over into the new plant, into the
operation of the plant and safety of the plant.

| had an opportunity to get out of the
pl ant and go over to the information center, whichis
part of our education program to try to involve the
publ i c, educate the public on nucl ear power, how safe
it was, howeconom cal it was, and that type of thing.

So that was a real plus. And we had sone
real good coments from the school children, the
public in general when they would conme in there. Then
| had the opportunity to get back in the plant again.
And | worked in emergency preparedness and | was
responsi bl e for the emergency pl an.

| have a pretty close affinity for safety
and the energency processes they go through in the
plant. Wen we tal k about safety and we tal k about
quality, andit's all there. Al the people who cone
out of that place, they stand out because of their
gquality and their dedication. And they bring this
into the public, they bring this into a |ot of areas
in our life.

One of the biggest things that we tal ked
about in ourselves is that one of the first things we

are responsi ble for is protecting the public. And we
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al ways felt that if we could protect ourselves and
we're safe in the plant, the public didn't have
anything to worry about. And we operated the plant
safely and did a good j ob.

Thanks.

MR. CAMERON: Thank you very mnuch,

M. Tucker.

Qur next three speakers are -- we are
going to goto M. SamMConnell, then to Terry Peck,
and then | believe M. WIIliam Faraty Farally, Jr.

Coul d we have M. MConnel | ?

MR. McCONNELL: If | could, I would like
to defer to this evening' s neeting. |'ve got sone
i nf or mati on.

MR. CAMERON: That is perfectly fine, sir,
if you want to joinus this evening. W will have you
on the agenda.

MR. McCONNELL: (O f mcrophone).

MR. CAMERON: All right. W didn't catch
any of that on the transcript, but I think we wll
hear fromyou tonight and we will get it all on the
record, okay?

Thank you.

How about M. Peck? And M. Peck is a

busi ness agent for Plunbers and Pipefitters Union
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Local 520.

MR. PECK: M nane again is Terry Peck
busi ness agent, United Association of Plunbers and
Pipefitters, Local Union 520.

| would I'ike to thank the NRC and Excel on
Energy and all concerned citizens for allowing this
i nput and testinmony for the future consideration of
t he operating license. The Peach BottomPower Station
has a quality record for providing safe, clean and
efficient electricity for the future and security of
our nation.

Here are our views of the Peach Bottom
Power Station. As trained plunbers and pipefitters,
we wll not comment on the actual nechanics of
operation, for there are agencies nuch nore
qualified than ourselves to review this portion.

W will, however, comment on the positive
effects of this facility for the tradesnmen and
citizens in the | ocal area.

The Peach Bottom Power Pl ant has been a
good econom ¢ factor with regard to construction and
mai nt enance. The owners of Peach Bottom have proven
to be good managers and operators of said plant. W,
inthe construction trades, have seen t he reducti on of

radi ati on exposure and a record of one mllion man-
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hours wi thout a |lost-tinme accident.

These two items are of paranount

i mportance to the work force on such a project.
This type of inprovenent shows a progressive and
positive style of managenent by the Excel on Peach
Bottom site nanagenent, a very positive step forward
toward the future.

The other matters of inportance are the
availability of donestic uranium to fuel such a
facility. In order to keep the United States
dependency on foreign energy supplies to a mnimum
t he nucl ear option nmust be kept intact, and expanded,
for part of this would be to |license existing nucl ear
facilities.

For the future of el ectrical generation as
t he need for power clinbs, the value of Peach Bottom
as anelectricity supplier shall rise proportionately.

It isour belief as citizens and tradesnen
who wor ked on the Peach Bottom Atom ¢ Power Stati on,
with a history from day one to the last refueling
outage, that clean, safe and efficient electrical
generation is what is needed to nove forward into the
21st Century.

It is our position that Peach Bottom

shoul d be permitted the |l icense extension as requested

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

45

by Excelon GCeneration. Thank you for your
consi derati on.

MR. CAMERON: Thank you, M. Peck.

Next we are going to go to
M. WIliam Faraty Farally, Jr. And you have a
comment for us? GCo ahead.

MR, FARALY FARALLY: Good afternoon. M
name is WIliam Faraty Farally, Jr. | amthe chief
international representative for the Sheetneta
Wrkers International Association, which is our
nati onal union. My hone local is Local 19. Bi |
Dorward and | are col |l eagues.

Presently | work out of the Washi ngton,
D.C. office, but ny honme is still in Media,
Pennsyl vani a. That is where ny residence is. I
serviced the Linmerick Power Pl ant as a busi ness agent
from21976 until 1997. And we had intermttent trips
bet ween here and -- between that site and al so Peach
Bott om

There's 371 people that worked here, as
Bill referred to. One of them was nmy dad on the
original construction. And ny brothers al so worked on
t he mai ntenance. | think maybe for the people in the
area to really witness this, as far as ny research

with the Nucl ear Energy Institute I know sone of the
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bases for relicenses in sone of the previous stations
have taken place has been based heavily on the
envi ronnment al inpact and al so the safety situation of
t he plant.

And | think that forenost has been
presented on record by PECO energy. This is how far
| go back: Philadel phia Electric, PECO Energy, and
Excel on. But as my participation in the Linerick
facility and with Peach Bottombei ng the sister plant
that we | ooked at, depending on who you called the
sister plant fromwhat | ocation, | also was the | abor
chai rman during construction and al so mai nt enance.

The refinenent of the safety is
unbel i evabl e when you go into these facilities. And
when we went around to public hearings and public
nmeetings even to keep Linerick alive at that tinme, 20
years ago, it was the fact that, you know, the nost
i mportant situation we were concerned about, the
safetiness of our people and the safetiness of the
comuni ty.

| mean, if we didn't have safety, then it
wasn't worth one job if those two areas were in
j eopardy. And wi thout a doubt we were proven over the
years and just our experience, and when we refined

t hese things with PECO, and we basically -- you know,
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t hey have always been a product of the comunity,
Excel on and the history of the conpany.

Wher ever you go throughout this state or
t hr oughout the region, that this corporation has been
-- they have al ways been based in the communi ty, have
hel ped the community, and they have always been
support of the conmunity and in essence part of the
community. And al though there are certain corporate
profits that you go after because of bei ng a busi ness,
you know, you can't take a side of those other aspects
where they have been involved in the comunity.

And what wi || happen over the years, the
tripart situation of contractors and nore than that,
probably the extension of the comunity, the
contractors, the wutility and the building trades
unions for the nost part, what we have done is, we
refined over the years where these outages used to be
bet ween wor k out age used to run anywhere from90 days
to plus -- sone went as far as 120 days, dependi ng
what part of the country.

These out ages are down t o 20- pl us days and
sone wor |l d records have even went into the teens. And
what has been the main concern of all the unions and
the building trades as we accel erate these schedul es

that the areas are safe and the sanme thing with the
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community that we live in.

So all this type of work, and what
contribute as a team working together, was that you
brought a dramati c cost decrease i n nucl ear power over
t hose years, | nean, to where it is probably the nost
ef ficient of cost of energy cost today as conpared to
a lot of the other -- the other uses that we may take
pl ace.

So | think that is inportant to reali ze,
t hat that teammork, the safety, the consci ousness of,
and our people as far as training working in these
facilities. M own trade al one, we have 168 trai ni ng
centers throughout the country. Local 19 has two main
training centers.

Especially in this area, of when you are
tal king to the buildingtrades unions in Pennsyl vani a,
t hey probably have sone of the best training centers
in the country. And it wasn't uncommon for us to be
trade-specific as far as certification, one process,
if something had to take place at the plant.

I f you needed nore welders we would go
right into our schools and take those guidelines,
t hose standards, and nake sure that we had the right
peopl e. W have t he advant age of reachi ng across the

country al so.
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Terry Peck nentioned the situation as far
as the energy policy of this country. And | think it
i s dramatic that nucl ear energy is an inportant -- and
| et nme repeat that -- an inportant ingredient of the
nati onal energy policy as we go forward.

It has been -- it's safe. The
environnmental inpact is controlled, and as far as the
safety of the plants and the workers. And when you
tal k about the efficiency standpoint, | think these
are the wise choices that we extend the |icense of
t hi s pl ant and ot her plants that neet those conditions
of safety and the environnental inpact.

So as t he Sheet netal Workers | nternational
Uni on, we would just go on record with the NRC panel
t hat we endorse the extension of the |icense of Peach
Bottom and that we can nove forward, you know, wth
other safe facilities also because | think it is
i mportant for our nation.

Thank you.

MR. CAMERON: Thank you very mnuch,

M. Faraty Farally.

And M. Faraty Farally was our |ast
speaker for today's session. As was nentioned
earlier, there are a nunber of NRC staff people here

fromvarious of fices, including our residents who are
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at Peach Bottom There are people here from the
nati onal |abs who are our expert consultants on the
environmental review as well as people from Peach
Bott om and Excel on

| woul d just encourage you, Since we are
goingtoendalittle bit early with this session to,
i f you need i nformation or have questions, pl ease take
the opportunity after we adjourn this afternoon to
talk to those people. And | would just thank you all
for being here and for the coments.

We do have anot her session tonight that
starts at 7 o' clock. There is an informal open house
connected to that that starts at 6:00. And | know
that we at | east have one speaker, M. MConnell, who
will be back with us tonight.

So we are adjourned for this afternoon,
and t hank you.

(Wher eupon, at 2:35 p.m, the neeting was

concl uded) .
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